
FASTEST KIDS ON THE ROCK

A carpet of green
By May, growth is well into its stride in 
lawns and flower beds, writes Malcolm 
Griffiths. It is a good time to follow 
up the spring clean-up with a good 
fertilising that includes a weed killer. 
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Coleman sprints to win
American sprint sensation Christian 
Coleman has warned rivals that he is 
gunning for World and Olympic glory 
after lighting up the track at the USATF 
Bermuda Grand Prix yesterday.

    SPORT 28-32

Paradise 5G almost ready
Paradise Mobile is close to finishing its  
5G network build-out, it has told a 5G 
conference in Austin. Chief executive  
Sam Tabbara says it will have islandwide 
5G coverage within weeks. 

BUSINESS 8-10

Zelensky at G7 summit
Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky 
met some of his biggest backers as the 
G7 summit closed in Hiroshima, and 
Russia claimed a battlefield victory that 
was quickly disputed by Ukraine.
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Jonathan Bell

Reducing the number of MPs 
in the House of Assembly and 
modernising Parliament top 
the suggestions for reform from 
the newly retired Clerk to the 
Legislature as she looks back on 
20 years’ service.

Shernette Wolffe, who took 
on the role in January 2003 
and retired last month, said she 
was “disappointed that we do 
not have a proper Parliament 
building, although there are 
plans in train”.

Legislators are still debating 
in the Veritas Place office block 
after vacating Sessions House, 
where MPs were on one floor 
and the courts on another, while 
it is being renovated.

Ms Wolffe said the lack of a 
building strictly for Parliament, 
separating the branches of power, 
was “embarrassing” and said a 
lack of resources for research and 
advising MPs was another issue.

The three branches of 
government, the executive, 
legislative and judicial, “should 
be operating independently of 
each other“.

Ms Wolffe added: “In 
other jurisdictions there is a 
parliamentary commission esta-
blished by statute where the 
Clerk reports to a commission 
headed by the Speaker.

“It’s my understanding the 
Government was to have that 
implemented. Right now, who 
does the Clerk report to? In 
some senses the Clerk is a public 
servant and in another the Clerk 
reports to the Speaker. That has 
to be resolved.”

She said she was “not talking 
from a wish list but talking from 
reality”.

Ms Wolffe told The Royal 
Gazette a more nimble House 
of Assembly would come with 
an appropriate number of 
legislators to get the job done.

“I believe we have far too 
many MPs for a small country. 
When I tell people we have 36 
and give the size of the island, I 
am kind of embarrassed.

“We have too many, and I 
think most Members will agree 
with that. But I guess that would 
come under the Ministry of 
Legal Affairs and Constitutional 
Reform.”

Cut the number of MPs but pay  
them more, says former Clerk
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Owain Johnston-Barnes

The taxi industry is to face a 
major overhaul, according to the 
Premier who said drivers must 
improve standards of service.

Speaking in the House of 
Assembly on Friday, David Burt 
said that taxi companies were 
failing to provide a service to 
late-night revellers trying to 
make their way home safely and 
that other private companies 
could be drafted in to plug the 
gap.

Mr Burt spoke out after 
Marco Warren, 29, died after he 
was hit by a vehicle while walking 

to his home in Hamilton Parish 
last Sunday.

Police were notified of the 
incident at about 3.15am after 
Mr Warren was found lying in 
the road just west of the junction 
of North Shore Road and Trinity 
Church Road. 

Mr Warren was suffering 
from head injuries but still 
breathing and was taken to King 
Edward VII Memorial Hospital, 
where he later died. Mr Warren’s 
death was the fifth road fatality 
this year.

Mr Burt insisted that taxi 
companies across the island 
were frequently off-duty after 
midnight, forcing late-night 

Premier: taxi industry is 
failing late-night revellers
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Shaun Connolly

A private members club has hit 
back after it was denounced 
in Parliament for destroying a 
swath of mangroves.

The Mid Ocean Club is now 
seeking urgent talks with the 
Government after it was at-
tacked by Walter Roban, the 
Minister of Home Affairs, for 
the “destruction” of the natural 
habitat.

Mr Roban did not name 
the private members club in a 
statement to MPs on Friday, 
but angrily criticised it after 
“a group of healthy mature 
red mangroves, about 20 very 
mature specimens, which were 
30 to 40 feet high, were cut to 
four-foot stumps”.

A statement issued by the Mid 
Ocean Club to its members said: 
“The club is very concerned and 
will be fully investigating the al-

legation that the trimming may 
have harmed the trees.

“The club believed that the 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources were 
both aware of and fully on board 
with the work. 

“As recently as April 11, 2023 
our staff met a member of the 
department to discuss the work. 

“We had a further meeting on 
April 24 and the department staff 
told the club to cease trimming 
the mangroves at the 5th hole, 
but gave permission to continue 
trimming the mangroves at the 
12th hole.

“The club will be looking 
into how miscommunications 
may have arisen and how to 
prevent this from reoccurring in 
the future.

“The club prides itself on its 
environmental stewardship and 
fully appreciates the benefits, 
and the value, of its mangroves. 

Club seeks talks  
about ‘destruction’ 
of mangroves
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Two Progressive Labour Party 
MPs have been paid thousands 
of dollars in addition to their 
regular salaries for work carried 
out for the Government.

Backbencher Ianthia Sim-
mons-Wade, the widow of  
former PLP leader Frederick 
Wade, earned $60,000 for her 
work with “the office of the 

public guardian” between April 
2022 and March this year. 

That salary came on top of 
Ms Simmons-Wade’s income as 
an MP of $56,023 per year.

Derrick Burgess, the Deputy 
Speaker of the House of Assembly, 
was paid more than $1,000 
per month between April and 
December last year for chairing 
the Cost of Living Commission. 
As Deputy Speaker, Mr Burgess 
is paid $69,308 annually.

Lawyer Myron Simmons, 
the husband of Kathy Lynn 
Simmons, the Attorney-General, 
is also on the Government’s 
payroll, earning $13,721.96 a 
month as a legal consultant. 

The opposition One Bermuda 
Alliance called on David Burt, 
the Premier, to justify paying 
“friends and family” salaries on 
top of regular MP wages.

But last night Mr Burt — who 
released the information in the 

House of Assembly on Friday 
in response to questions from 
the OBA — hit back, accusing 
the Opposition of “clutching at 
straws to stir controversy”.

On Friday, Mr Burt, the 
finance minister, revealed that 
the Government had appointed 
70 consultants since January 
2022.

Big earners include a “strategic 
adviser for Southampton 
Princess”, the Fairmont South-

ampton hotel, who, according 
to Mr Burt, was paid $1,875 per 
hour between January and April 
this year. A total figure paid was 
not given.

A Washington Office 
representative was on $95,000 a 
year, a teacher training officer 
was paid $4,823.96 for a week of 
work last October, and a “Middle 
East adviser” is earning $20,000 
a month on a one-year contract.

MPs earn extra for government work

Photograph by Blaire Simmons 
Sprint finish: boys compete in the Fastest Kid on The Rock in the USATF Bermuda Grand Prix at Flora Duffy Stadium. Sport

Premier reveals how much was paid to two backbench PLP members in response to OBA question about consultants

Hitting back: David Burt Continued on Page 3
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