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Gila River Resorts & Casinos’ newest
East Valley casino, Santan Mountain,
opens June 30 and will feature the larg-
est casino sportsbook in Arizona, 813
slot machines, table games and a new
full-service specialty restaurant.

The $180 million casino took about
18 months to build and is the fi�rst new
casino built after the updated tribal
gaming compact allowed for legal
sports betting and for some tribal casi-
nos to expand their off�erings or add ca-
sinos. The casino is located near Chan-
dler at Gilbert Road and the future San-

NEW CASINO BOASTS
‘EXTRA AMENITIES’ 

Blake Katsnelson, general manager of Gila River Resorts & Casinos’ newest East Valley casino, Santan Mountain, leads a
tour of the casino located south of Chandler on Wednesday. PHOTOS BY JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/THE REPUBLIC

Santan Mountain, set to open June 30, designed as entertainment experience 
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See CASINO, Page 4A The $180 million casino took about 18 months to build. 

HISTORIC SITE ‘ENDANGERED’ 3A

Peach Springs’ Osterman Gas Station is added to an
at-risk list. NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

As the grim frequency of gun violence continues,
relatives and victims of mass shootings are fi�ling
lawsuits in an eff�ort to get accountability. 6A

Lawsuits vs. gun industry

Rehrig Pacifi�c Company, an environmental waste
and supply chain partner, has begun construction
on a new manufacturing plant in Buckeye. It is ex-
pected to bring 100 to 125 jobs, although it has the
capacity to expand even farther across the 35 acres
it purchased. 6A

Buckeye plant on the way
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A two-day event planned this week
at the Arizona Capitol to address the
COVID-19 pandemic response is being
fl�agged as a blatant callout to people
who believe in QAnon conspiracy theo-
ries because of its conspicuous name
and it is partially funded by The Amer-
ica Project. 

The America Project is a political or-
ganization that has promoted a host of
unfounded conspiracies about elec-
tions. Former Overstock.com CEO Pat-
rick Byrne and Mike Flynn, once nation-
al security adviser to former President
Donald Trump, founded the group. 

Byrne, whose career ended after dis-
closing an aff�air with a Russian agent,
was a primary donor to the discredited
“audit” of Maricopa County’s 2020 elec-
tion. Flynn, whom Trump pardoned af-
ter he pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI,
also was involved in that election review
and has casually discussed unproven
theories about vaccines — for example,
that they are being administered
through salad dressing. 

The America Project and other spon-
sors are funding travel and accommo-
dations for the speakers
at the event Thursday
and Friday, according to
Sen. Janae Shamp, R-
Surprise, who responded
via Senate GOP spokes-
woman Kim Quintero. 

But when Shamp
tweeted out an America
Project fl�yer for the event, she included
the acronym “NCSWIC” in her message,
apparently meant to refer to the com-
mittee name. But NCSWIC is a common
slogan used by QAnon.

Is Capitol
COVID-19
event tied
to QAnon?
Some say name a callout
for conspiracy theorists
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See EVENT, Page 12A

Shamp

The number of people who died while
homeless in Maricopa County surged in
2022, newly released data shows, re-
vealing yet another grim consequence

of the region’s growing homelessness
crisis.

The Maricopa County Offi�ce of the
Medical Examiner investigated 732
deaths of people experiencing home-
lessness in 2022, representing a 42%
jump in deaths from 2021, according to
the offi�ce’s annual report released Fri-

day. 
That amounts to two deaths per day

when averaged out, though some days
— particularly during the summer —
were far deadlier than others.

While the overall homeless popula-
tion has grown in recent years, the in-
crease in deaths has outpaced it. There

were just over 9,000 people experienc-
ing homelessness in the county on a sin-
gle night in January 2022, according to
the annual Point-in-Time count, repre-
senting an increase of 22% over the
2020 count. (Because of COVID-19, no 

Homeless deaths rise at ‘staggering’ pace in Maricopa County
Juliette Rihl
Arizona Republic
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See DEATHS, Page 12A


