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The Hot Springs Police Depart-
ment held a badge pinning ceremo-
ny on Friday, pinning Billy Hrvatin 
as Hot Springs police chief, Shawn 
Roach as assistant chief and four 
other promotions.

Hrvatin graduated from Cutter 
Morning Star High School and Na-
tional Park College with an associate 
degree. The Hot Springs native has 
also completed several law enforce-
ment certification programs, City 
Manager Bill Burrough said in intro-
ducing him.

Hrvatin began his career at the 
HSPD in 1997, spending 17 years 
assigned to the SWAT team, serving 
as commander for nearly six, Bur-
rough said. He has served in many 
other roles throughout his career, 
including assistant chief from 2020-
2023 and interim chief twice in 2020 
and 2023.

“I appointed him as the Hot 
Springs Police Department chief of 
police on March 29, 2023,” Burrough 
said just before he pinned the badge 

onto Hrvatin’s uniform. “I cannot be 
prouder of our police department 
and all the things that they do, the 
commitment that they have to our 
community and to each other. And I 
can tell you that Chief Hrvatin is not 
only committed to the community, 
he’s committed to our officers, men 
and women that wear the uniform, 
and I am truly honored and happy to 
present to you Chief Billy Hrvatin.”

“I would like to thank City Man-
ager Burrough and the members 
of the hiring committee, who had 
enough faith and confidence in me to 
choose me above several other qual-
ified candidates for this position,” 
Hrvatin said. “The hiring of the po-
lice chief is probably one of the most 
critical hirings the city manager will 
make, and I greatly appreciate the 
opportunity.”

He also thanked former Police 
Chief Chris Chapmond, who he 
served under as assistant chief, his 
wife and the rest of his family before 
thanking the staff of the HSPD for 
the “sacrifices that each and every 
one of you make to ensure our com-

munity is a safer place,” he said.
“And I will do my best to ensure 

that you have the knowledge and the 
tools that you need to be successful 
and the empowerment to go out 
and do your job,” he said. “To the 
community, know that we will be ag-
gressive on crime, but we will be fair 
and just. You can entrust us to keep 
the community safe, and we will do 
everything that we can to make you 
proud of your police department.”

Hrvatin then introduced Shawn 
Roach, who was pinned as the new 
assistant chief. Roach joined the Hot 
Springs Police Department in 1995, 
Hrvatin said.

“I have a very simple personal 
quote that some of you in the room 
have heard me say before, and it 
quite simply is that egos impede 
progress,” Hrvatin said just before 
pinning a badge to Roach’s uniform. 
“Shawn is the epitome of not letting 
his ego impede his progress. He 
is very humble and grounded, and 
this is the reason he’s a respected 
leader in our agency. And much of 
the reason that I chose him as my 

assistant chief.”
Hrvatin then pinned John Tinney, 

who was promoted to lieutenant, 
Phillip DeFoor, who was promoted 
to sergeant, Mark Wilson, who was 

promoted to corporal, and Richard 
Nunez, who was promoted to cor-
poral. William Brakefield was also 
pinned and sworn in as a new officer 
of the HSPD.
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Listen to our podcasts
Listen online to The Sentinel-Record’s pod-

casts covering a variety of topics from news 
and entertainment to health.

New episodes are added each week. Click 
here to listen now: https://bit.ly/3wUKYT3

Hot Springs 
reports strong
first quarter 
financials
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The Sentinel-Record

First quarter revenue put the city on pace for another 
record-setting year, according to the March financial report 
presented at the Hot Springs Board of Directors’ May 16 
business meeting.

The $20.26 million unreserved general fund balance at 
the end of the quarter was almost four times what the city 
board requires. A resolution it adopted in 2012 raised the 
requirement to 16.5% of annual expenses.

In February, the board transferred $6.74 million of the 
city’s American Rescue Plan Act allocation to the general 
fund to reimburse salaries and benefits. Putting ARPA 
money into the general fund satisfied the U.S. Department 
of Treasury’s 2024 deadline to commit the funds and 2026 
spending deadline. ARPA funds not spent by then will be 
returned to the treasury.

“The city is in a very solid financial position,” City Man-
ager Bill Burrough told the board. “We’re seeing record-set-
ting levels of sales tax increases coming into our coffers.”

Collections of the 1.5% in sales taxes the city levies in 
support of its general, police and fire funds were up 9.32% 
compared to last year. The city received $1 million from its 
share of the tax levied on Oaklawn Racing Casino Resort’s 
net gaming receipts, a 6.51% increase compared to the first 
three months of last year.

The casino gaming amendment voters approved in 2018 
gave the city 19.5% of the 13% tax applied to Oaklawn’s first 
$150 million of annual net gaming receipts. The 13% tax 
increases to 20% on net receipts of more than $150 million. 

Better Beginnings
LH Pre-K awarded highest Star Level

BRANDON SMITH
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PEARCY — Lake Hamilton 
Pre-K School, in partnership 
with Dawson Educational Co-
operative Services, recently was 
awarded the Better Beginnings 
Star Level 6 — Better Begin-
nings’ highest possible rating.

The Lake Hamilton School 
District partnered with Dawson 
in 2017 to create a childhood 
program for 4-year-olds in the 
district. Renae Carrouth, the 
district’s early childhood coor-

dinator, said the program grew 
and developed into a recognized 
pre-K program by providing a 
nurturing learning environment 
while helping prepare the stu-
dents for kindergarten and be-
yond.

“I think the district is just so 
proud of our partnership with 
Dawson and the staff that just 
takes good care of our kids,” she 
said. “We’ve got 100 students 
right now and they’re all go-
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■ The staff at Lake Hamilton Pre-K School is shown after receiving the Better Beginnings Star Level 6. 
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■ Lake Hamilton School District Early Childhood Coordinator Renae 
Carrouth, at left, and Dawson Education Cooperative Service ABC 
Coordinator Shasta Pentecost are shown on the playground at LH 
Pre-K School on Wednesday.

The story of 
Origami Sake 
set to unfold

LANCE BROWNFIELD
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After two decades, Ben Bell’s dream of 
making sake in Hot Springs is coming true.

A graduate of the Arkansas School 
for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts, 
Bell first developed a passion for the 
Japanese alcoholic beverage after visiting 
Hot Springs’ sister city, Hanamaki, Japan.

Hosting a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
last Tuesday, Origami Sake hopes to make 
Arkansas the “Napa Valley of the sake 
industry.”
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■ Hot Springs Mayor Pat McCabe speaks at the grand opening.

Hrvatin pinned as new police chief, department promotes five others
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■ City Manager Bill Burrough, right, pins a badge on Hot Springs Police Chief 
Billy Hrvatin during the HSPD Badge Pinning Ceremony.
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WASHINGTON — Debt ceiling talks were set to resume 
Sunday evening as Washington races to strike a budget com-
promise along with a deal to raise the nation’s borrowing 
limit and avert an economy-wrecking federal default.

President Joe Biden and House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
spoke by phone Sunday while the president was returning 
home on Air Force One after the Group of Seven summit 
in Japan. Upbeat, McCarthy, R-Calif., told reporters at the 
Capitol that the call was “productive” and that the on-again, 
off-again negotiations between his staff and White House 
representatives are focused on spending cuts.

He’s to meet Biden today at the White House.
Negotiators for the Democratic president and Repub-

lican speaker appear to be narrowing on a budget cap for 
the 2024 budget year that would be key to resolving the 
standoff. They face a deadline, as soon as June 1, when the 
government could run out of cash to pay its bills. Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen said Sunday that June 1 is a “hard 
deadline.”

McCarthy said after his call with Biden that “I think we 
can solve some of these problems if he understands what 
we’re looking at.” The speaker added, “But I’ve been very 

Debt ceiling talks
resume; McCarthy,
Biden plan to meet
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