
WASHINGTON — The 
White House and House 
Republicans wrapped up an-
other round of debt ceiling 
talks Sunday as Washington 
races to strike a budget com-
promise along with a deal to 
raise the nation’s borrowing 
limit and avert an econo-
my-wrecking federal default.

President Joe Biden and 
House Speaker Kevin Mc-
Carthy spoke by phone 
Sunday while the president 
was returning home on Air 
Force One after the Group of 
Seven summit in Japan. Up-
beat, McCarthy, R-Calif., told 
reporters at the Capitol that 
the call was “productive” and 
that the on-again, off-again 
negotiations between his 
staff and White House rep-
resentatives are focused on 
spending cuts.

Biden and McCarthy are 
set to meet for a pivotal 
meeting today at the White 
House.

Negotiators for the Dem-
ocratic president and Re-
publican speaker met for 2½ 
hours at the Capitol as talks 
appear to be narrowing on 
a 2024 budget year cap that 
would be key to resolving 
the standoff. “We’ll keep 
working,” said Steve Ricchet-
ti, counselor to the president, 
as the White House team ex-

ited. The Republicans were 
not seen leaving the speak-
er’s office and offered no 
immediate comment after 
the talks.

They all face a deadline, 
as soon as June 1, when the 
government could run out of 
cash to pay its bills. Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen said 
Sunday that June 1 is a “hard 
deadline.”

On Sunday, during an ap-
pearance on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press,” Yellen warned 
that some bills would have to 
go unpaid if the government 
breaches the June 1 deadline. 
The likelihood of the govern-
ment’s being able to sustain 
operations and pay all bills 
until mid-June “is quite low,” 
she said.

“My assumption is that if 
the debt ceiling isn’t raised, 
there will be hard choices 
to make about what bills go 
unpaid,” Yellen said.

McCarthy said after his 
call with Biden that “I think 
we can solve some of these 

PHOENIX — The razing 
of older mobile home parks 
across the United States 
worries advocates who say 
bulldozing them permanent-
ly eliminates some of the al-
ready limited housing for the 
poorest of the poor.

A recent survey by the 
National Low Income Hous-
ing Coalition showed a U.S.-
wide shortage of 7.3 million 
affordable rental homes for 
extremely low-income rent-
ers, defined in Arizona as 
a three-member household 
making $28,850 or less.

“Mobile homes are a 

much bigger part of our af-
fordable housing stock than 
people know,” said Mark 
Stapp, who directs Arizona 
State University’s master’s 
degree program in real es-
tate development. “Once 
it’s gone, a lot of people will 
have no place to go.”

Industry groups estimate 
that more than 20 million 
people live in about 43,000 
mobile home parks across 
the United States.

“We are in the deepest af-
fordable housing crisis we’ve 
ever experienced,” said Joan-
na Carr, acting head of the 
Arizona Housing Coalition. 

HIROSHIMA, Japan — 
President Joe Biden unveiled 
a $375 million military assis-
tance package for Ukraine at 
the Group of Seven summit 
on Sunday, the latest pledge 
from Washington of aid that 
totals $37 billion since Rus-
sia’s war began.

“Ukraine’s ability to de-
fend itself is essential to 
being able to end this war 

permanently and through di-
plomacy,” Biden told a news 
conference in Hiroshima. 
The package includes ammu-
nition for High Mobility Ar-
tillery Rocket Systems (HI-
MARS), anti-tank weapons, 
armored vehicles and other 
equipment, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said.

Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskyy stood side 
by side with Biden during the 
news conference.

“I thanked him for the sig-
nificant financial assistance 
to [Ukraine] from [the U.S.],” 
Zelenskyy tweeted later.

The new pledge came af-
ter the U.S. agreed to allow 
training on American-made 
F-16 fighter jets, laying the 
groundwork for their even-
tual transfer to Ukraine. 
Biden said Sunday that Zel-

m Shua Wilmot and Rae-
gan Zelaya, two former 
dorm directors at Hough-
ton University in New 
York, claimed they were 
fired from the small, Chris-
tian institution because they 
refused to drop he/him and 
she/her identifiers in their 
email signatures.
m Clovis Hung, a 12-year-
old Boy Scout, graduated 
with five associate degrees 
at Fullerton College in Cali-
fornia — with the distinction 
of being the youngest person 
in the college’s 108-year his-
tory to receive a degree.
m Timothy Parlatore, a 
lawyer who recently quit 
Donald Trump’s legal team, 
singled out Boris Epshteyn 
in a CNN interview as one 
of the people who were 
“detracting from what is 
necessary to defend the cli-
ent” and that this “ultimately 
was not in the client’s best 
interest.”
m Lamont Hunter, 54, 
who has spent more than 
10½ years on death row in 
the 2006 sexual assault and 
death of a 3-year-old boy 
in Ohio, will be tried again 
in court after the deputy 
coroner who initially ruled 
the boy’s death a homicide 
changed that opinion two 
years ago after reviewing 
evidence she hadn’t previ-
ously been given.
m Alfredo Lopez Fer-
nandez, a marine biologist 
at the University of Aveiro 
in Portugal, told the indus-
try publication Live Science 
that White Gladis, a female 
orca, could have had a “crit-
ical moment of agony” with 
a boat that set off a series of 
attacks on three vessels.
m Joseph Rotella, owner 
of Spencer Organ Compa-
ny in Boston, where a set 
of organ pipes was set to 
be restored, said the pipes 
that were stored in a moving 
truck that was stolen outside 
a Memphis church “have 
amazing intrinsic value to 
this project … but they don’t 
have a lot of value outside of 
this organ.”
m Richard Chamberlin, 
53, was sentenced to 2½ 
years in federal prison for 
attacking a Planned Par-
enthood clinic in Pasadena, 
Calif., several times between 
June 2020 and May 2021 with 
a BB gun, the U.S. attorney’s 
office said in a statement.
m Tom Jensen, chief editor 
of the Berlingske newspaper 
in Denmark, said if the Dan-
ish Supreme Court hadn’t 
overruled two lower courts’ 
proclamation that the dai-
ly violated the copyright 
of Copenhagen’s The Little 
Mermaid statue, “it would 
have been a problem for the 
freedom of the media.”
m Li Haoshi, a Chinese 
comedian, told a joke that 
compared the People’s Lib-
eration Army to stray dogs, 
costing a comedy studio $2 
million in fines.
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Saudis head to space station
Flight a ‘dream come true for everyone,’

says SpaceX passenger. — National, 4A

Oregon onslaught
Ducks take out Razorbacks with
nine-run fifth inning. — Sports, 1C

Printed at Little Rock • May 22, 2023

Copyright  q 2023, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Inc.

   .   . 32 Pages • 5 Sections     $3.00 ArkansasOnline.com 

M O N D A Y

Arkansas 1B
Classifieds 1E
Crossword  4D
Editorials  4B
Heloise 4D
Obituaries  2B

Public notices  1E
Sports  1C
Style 1D
Television  2D
Voices  5B
Weather  6C

0 51497 3108 20

Fossil fuel demonstration

A Last Generation environmentalist is removed from the Trevi 
Fountain in Rome after showing a banner against the use of 
fossil fuels. Her shirt translates to: “We don’t pay the fossil.”
(AP/LaPresse/Mauro Scrobogna)

President Joe Biden talks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Sunday ahead of a 
working session on Ukraine during the G7 summit in Hiroshima, Japan.
(AP/Susan Walsh)

Ring of fire

A fighter from the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah carries out a training exercise in the village 
of Aaramta in southern Lebanon on Sunday. Hezbollah extended a rare media invitation to one 
of its training sites where its forces staged a simulated military exercise. More photos at arkansa-
sonline.com/522aaramta/.
(AP/Hassan Ammar)                                                                                              Article, 2A

Biden announces $375M
in military aid to Ukraine
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As U.S. nears
default, debt
talks resume
McCarthy upbeat, insistent
on cuts to spending in 2024
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G7 SUMMIT adjourns with focus 
on Ukraine. Page 6A.

See UKRAINE, Page 6A See DEBT, Page 3A

McCarthy Yellen

Trailer park razing
a concern in U.S.
Plans would limit options for housing

ANITA SNOW
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

See HOUSING, Page 6A

NAACP
warning:
Florida is
‘hostile’

MIKE SCHNEIDER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ORLANDO, Fla. — The 
NAACP over the weekend 
issued a travel advisory for 
Florida, joining two other 
civil rights groups in warn-
ing potential tourists that 
recent laws and policies 
championed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis and Florida law-
makers are “openly hostile 
toward African Ameri-
cans, people of color and 
LGBTQ+ individuals.”

The NAACP, long an 
advocate for Black Amer-
icans, joined the League 
of United Latin American 
Citizens (LULAC), a His-
panic civil rights organiza-
tion, and Equality Florida, 

See FLORIDA, Page 3A

Church’s
members
splinter
3 ways
Methodists retain
half, rest move on

LAURINDA JOENKS
NWA DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

FAYETTEVILLE — Pa-
tricia Clinton left Central 
United Methodist Church 
on Sunday with tears in her 
eyes.

Six hours later and a few 
blocks south, several mem-
bers of Christ Church shed 
their tears while praying at 
the altar.

For members of both 
congregations, Sunday was 
the first day they did not 
worship together.

The split was complete. 
Central United will contin-
ue on as a Methodist church 
with about half of the 700 
members choosing to stay.

Another group left Cen-
tral United to form Christ 
Church, a Wesleyan faith 
community. It will hold its 
first worship service June 
8 at the Fayetteville Town 
Center.

A smaller group of mem-
bers chose to become part 
of Genesis Church. A satel-
lite community of Central 
United in south Fayetteville 
that started nine years ago 
but will move forward as an 
independent church, said 
Jody Farrell, the church 
pastor.

Christ Church’s Sunday 
service was held at Genesis.

Arkansas United Meth-
odists voted in May to allow 
an additional 67 congrega-
tions to disaffiliate from the 
denomination — bringing 
the total number that have 
See METHODISTS, Page 2A


