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PUBLIC SCHOOLS

USDAwants to ban
chocolate milk

Biden, McCarthy to meet Monday
By Erik Wasson
Bloomberg News (TNS)

Debt-limit negotiators
will resume discussions
in Washington ahead of
a meeting on Monday
between President Joe
Biden and House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy, as time
grows short to avert aU.S.
default.
The Republican leader

said he and the president
had a “productive” call
Sunday, shifting back to

a more optimistic outlook
on talks that have whip-
sawed between progress
and breakdown for days.
Negotiators for the two

sides plan to resume talks
6 p.m. onSunday, accord-
ing to a statement from the
White House.
McCarthy stressed in

comments to reporters at
the U.S. Capitol that the
two sides don’t have an
agreement as the coun-
try nears a catastrophic
default that could come

as soon as
June 1.
“Time

i s o f the
essence,”
the speaker
said. But he
added that

he was more hopeful of
a deal after talking with
Biden about solutions to
bridge their differences.
The president called

McCarthy from Air Force
One on his way back from
an international summit in

Japan.
Investors

are girding
f o r mo r e
volatility in
markets this
week as the
two sides
grapple for a deal.
Treasury Secretary Janet

Yellen said earlier Sunday
that the chances the U.S.
can pay all its bills by
mid-June are “quite low.”
Yellen underscored the
urgency of the situation,

telling NBC that there are
tax payments expected
then that are substantial
and “getting to that date
is the problem.”
The current standoff

over the debt ceiling has
the potential to put more
strain on the U.S. econ-
omy, which is already
vulnerable to a recession
after a series of interest-
rate hikes by the Federal
Reserve, according to
Bloomberg Economics.
AU.S. defaultwould risk

triggering amarket selloff,
a surge in borrowing costs
and a blow to the global
economy. A temporary
walkout from the debt-
limit talks by Republican
negotiators sent stocks
down on Friday.
Biden told reporters in

Japan Sunday before his
departure that he pro-
posed to cut spending and
that the onus is now on
Republicans to shift their

LOW-INCOME HOUSING

Razingmobile home
parks limiting options
By Anita Snow
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Alondra
Ruiz Vazquez and her
husband were comfort-
able in PeriwinkleMobile
Home Park for a decade,
feeling lucky to own
their mobile home and
pay about $450 a month
for their lot in a city with
spiraling rents.
But now they and

dozens of other families
haveuntilMay 28 to leave
the Phoenix park, which
nearby Grand Canyon
University purchased
seven years ago to build
student housing. Two
other mobile home com-
munities also are being
cleared this spring for
new developments in a
city where no new parks
have been built in more
than 30 years.
“I’mhere,well, because

I have nowhere to go,”
said Isabel Ramos, who
lives at Periwinkle with

her 11-year-old daugh-
ter. “I don’t knowwhat’s
going to happen.”
The razing of older

mobile homeparks across
the United States wor-
ries advocates who say
bulldozing them perma-
nently eliminates someof
the already limited hous-
ing for the poorest of the
poor. Residentsmayhave
to double up with rela-
tives or live in their cars
amid spiking evictions
and homelessness, they
warn.
“Mobile homes are a

much bigger part of our
affordable housing stock
than people know,” said
Mark Stapp, who directs
Arizona State Univer-
sity’s master’s degree
program in real estate
development. “Once it’s
gone, a lot of people will
have no place to go.”
A recent survey by the

National Low Income

County’s
shift to right
prompts
concerns
By Christina A. Cassidy
The Associated Press

GALLATIN, Tenn.—
Shortly after being
sworn in last fall, the
new majority of the
Sumner County Com-
mission in Tennessee
acted to update one of
its official documents.
The new version said
countyoperationswould
not only be orderly and
efficient, but “most
importantly reflective
of the Judeo-Christian
values inherent in the
nation’s founding.”
It was an important

moment for the 14 com-
missioners who had
campaigned under the
banner of the Sumner
County Constitutional
Republicans. The group
hadwagedapoliticalwar
on fellow Republicans
they viewed as insuf-
ficiently conservative
in this fast-growing
regionnorthofNashville
during a bitter primary a
fewmonths before.
Since taking con-

trol, that majority has
halted plans for a new
building, rejected fed-
eral grants and tried
to give away a histori-
cal property, actions it
said were in linewith its
commitment to fiscal
responsibility, protect-
ing property owners
and managing growth.
The group also has been
involved in an escalating
feud with the county’s
election commission in

Asmass killing rise, people wonder about honoring deaths
By Trisha Ahmen
The Associated Press/
Report for America

ST. PAUL, Minn. —
On a September day that
he knew would be hard,
51-year-old Damone
Presley marked the occa-
sion with barbecue and
balloons.
Hewas commemorating

the one-year anniversary
of the day in 2021 that his
daughter and her three
friendswere fatally shot in
Minnesota by a man who
left theirbodies inanaban-
doned SUV in aWisconsin
cornfield.Presleygathered
50 friends to celebrate the
lifeofhisdaughter,Nitosha

Flug-Presley, who was 30
when she died. He went
big on the anniversary
because he felt sure that’s
what his daughter would
havewanted.
“She would always do

stuff big,” Presley toldThe
Associated Press.
Therehavebeen553mass

killings in theUnitedStates
since 2006, and at least
2,880 people have died,
according to a database
maintainedbyTheAssoci-
ated Press andUSAToday
inpartnershipwithNorth-
eastern University. Those
include killingswhere four
or more died, not includ-
ing the assailant, within a
24-hour period. So far in

2023, the nation has wit-
nessed the highest number
on record of mass killings
and deaths to this point in
a single year.
As the number of people

who die in mass killings in
the U.S. continues to rise,
thousandsmore are left to
handle the traumaof losing
someone they love to a
senseless act of violence.
Theystrugglewithaspecial
kind of grief, haunted both
by the loss and by how it
happened.
One of the hardest days

they confront each year
is the anniversary of the
killing.
This Wednesday, fami-

lies in Uvalde, Texas, will

have to face that one-year
anniversary — transport-
ing them back to the day
when a gunman entered
Robb Elementary School
and fatally shot 19 chil-
dren and two teachers as
they gathered to celebrate
the end of the school year.
And last week, families of
10 people in Buffalo, New
York, crossed theone-year
mark from the day a white
supremacist shotandkilled
them in a supermarket.
People cope with these

anniversaries in differ-
ent ways. Some throw a
party to get through the
pain. Others prefer to be

By Lisa Singleton-Rickman
Staff Writer

WASHINGTON, D.C.
—TheU.S. Department of
Agriculture has turned its
sights to banning food and
drinkswith toomuchsugar
that are offered in public
schools.
Themost recent target is

chocolatemilk.
A Shoals area delegation

of school child nutrition
directors, including those
in the Russellville and
Franklin County systems,
said the proposals for cuts
are simply not acceptable.
The USDA is consider-

ing the ban on all flavored
milk, including chocolate,
strawberry andother vari-
eties in elementary and
middle schools.

It is gearing up to adopt
new standards for school
meals with a phase-in
approach from 2025 to
2029.
Admittedly a divisive

issue, supportersof theban
sayeliminatingthoseadded
sugars and only serving
low-fat unflavoredmilk is
anobviousway to contrib-
ute to reducing childhood
obesity.
Whatever thedecision, it

will affect about 30million
students who participate
in thegovernment’s school
meals program as well as
thedairy industry that sells
about $2 billion of milk to
schools annually, accord-
ing to theUSDA.
Earlier in the year, the

USDA asked for public
feedback on two milk

options for schools.
Option 1 is to limit milk

choices in kindergarten
through eighth grade to a
varietyofunflavoredmilks
and allow flavored milk
(strawberry andchocolate)
for grades 9-12 only.
Option 2 allows fat-free

or low-fat milk only with
flavored and unflavored
milk being subject to sugar
constraints.
Local Child Nutrition

Program directors said
they aren’t convinced
public input will make a
difference in the USDA’s
ultimate decision.
“It’s just so ironic that

they’re trying to take away
nutrients (in flavoredmilk)
in the name of nutrition,”
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Alondra Ruiz Vazquez walks towards her home at the Periwinkle
Mobile Home Park, April 11 in Phoenix. Residents of the park
are facing an eviction deadline of May 28 due to a private uni-
versity’s plan to redevelop the land for student housing. [MATT

YORK/ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Damone Presley sits next to a memorial area in his house for his
daughter, Nitosha, May 4 in St. Paul, Minn. Nitosha and her three
friends were found shot to death inside an SUV in the middle of a
Wisconsin cornfield, though they were killed in St. Paul, Minnesota.
[ABBIE PARR/ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Chocolate milk may no longer be a choice for school children in public schools as soon as 2025. The
USDA is seeking ways to reduce the total amount of sugars served to students in lunchrooms. [KEVIN
TAYLOR/TIMESDAILY]


