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Zachary Belcher says he’s being 
victimized again by a system 

that’s held his vehicle as  
evidence for more than a year .

Tess Williams
Anchorage Daily News

It’s been more than a year since 
Zachary Belcher was shot five times 
by a stranger after leaving a Govern-
ment Hill apartment building.

Belcher recovered from the gun-
shot wounds he suffered last March. 
He was lucky the bullets missed ma-
jor organs, though he still experienc-
es back pain from his injuries.

But while he’s considered the vic-
tim in an ongoing criminal case, his 
beloved black Jeep Wrangler Rubi-
con is still trapped in the Anchorage 
Police Department’s locked impound 
yard on Elmore Road after being 
seized as evidence.

Belcher is a soft-spoken U.S. Army 

veteran who left a tour of Iraq more 
than a decade ago with a traumat-
ic brain injury from a rocket explo-
sion. He’s generally a no-frills guy 
who doesn’t splurge on himself. The 
Jeep he bought several years ago is 
the one exception — he wanted to go 
off-roading and explore Alaska but al-
so drive his two kids to school.

Now when Belcher talks about 
that Jeep, his forehead creases with 

CRIMES & COURTS

Shot by a stranger more than a year ago, 
man waits to claim his impounded Jeep

BILL ROTH / ADN

Zachary Belcher, who was shot five times on March 11, 2022, in the 
Government Hill neighborhood, had his 2013 Jeep Wrangler Rubicon im-
pounded for evidence and has yet to get it back more than a year later . 

Above: Cindy Cooper, one of three women who 
have done every Gold Nugget Triathlon since the 
event began in 1984, makes the transition from 
swim to bike at Bartlett High School on Sunday . 
Right: Kinsey Laine was first out of the pool 
and the first to cross the finish line en route 
to winning her fourth Gold Nugget Triathlon on 
Sunday .
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THE LURE OF THE GOLD NUGGET TRIATHLON ENDURES

 Swim,
ride,
run,  
win
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Lawmakers express fresh  
optimism about their odds  
of securing a deal to avoid  
an unprecedented default .

Paul Kane, Tyler Pager, Rachel Siegel 
and Jeff Stein
The Washington Post

A day after partisan acrimony dis-
rupted talks around the debt ceiling, 
President Biden and House Speak-
er Kevin McCarthy agreed to restart 
negotiations Sunday, sending a new-
ly hopeful signal that the two parties 
might avoid an economic catastrophe 
as few as 11 days away.

The two leaders spoke by phone 
Sunday and agreed to dispatch their 
chief emissaries for further staff talks 
at 6 p.m. before Biden and McCarthy, 
R-Calif., connect again in Washington 
on Monday.

Negotiations between White House 
and GOP emissaries had been stymied 
over core spending and policy issues, 
with talks breaking down for part of the 
day on Friday before resuming later 
that night. A final agreement is increas-
ingly seen as one that hinges on a deal 
between Biden and the House GOP.

“My discussion with the president, I 
think, was productive,” McCarthy told 
reporters at the Capitol following his 
phone call with Biden. “I think we can 
solve some of these problems if he un-
derstands what we’re looking at.”
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GOP group uses Alaska 
congresswoman’s votes 
on so-called ‘messaging 

bills’ in attack ads .

Riley Rogerson
Anchorage Daily News

WASHINGTON — In the 
early days of the 2024 election 
cycle, national Republicans are 
working a strategy to flip Alas-
ka’s newly Democratic seat in 
the House of Representatives, 
taking out advertisements and 
issuing statements attacking 
Rep. Mary Peltola’s voting re-
cord on what she and her staff 
describe as “messaging bills.”

The National Republican 
Congressional Committee in 
March named Peltola one of its 
top targets for the 2024 cycle. 
She holds one of 37 blue seats 
they’re trying to place in GOP 
control next term. By tradition-
al measures, Peltola is vulner-
able: a first-term Democrat 
in a district previously repre-
sented by a Republican for 49 
years, in a state that former 
President Donald Trump car-
ried by 10% in 2020.

It’s still early in the 2024 
race, and no Republican chal-
lengers have yet declared their 
candidacy for Alaska’s lone 
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National Republicans 
use longshot legislation 

to target Peltola Anna Patrick
The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — Before the pandemic, 
most fentanyl-related overdoses reported 
in the Seattle area involved people with 
homes.

They started around 2016, said Brad 
Finegood, who leads the opioid and over-
dose response for Public Health — Seat-
tle & King County. In 2020, two deaths of 
homeless people were related  to a fentan-
yl overdose. Two years later, that number 
leapt to 160.

And the death rate is still rising. Though 
homeless people make up around 1% of 
King County’s population, they are vastly 
overrepresented in the deadly statistics.

As of May 17, 20% of the county’s 530  
overdose deaths this year — 104 people — 
were those living in shelter or in vehicles, 
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Fentanyl has devastated Seattle’s 
homeless, and the toll is getting worse

DANIEL KIM / The Seattle Times via AP archive December 2022

Community members gather outside City Hall during a Women in Black can-
dlelight solstice vigil remembering the homeless who died in 2022, outside 
of Seattle City Hall on Dec . 21, 2022 . A record 310 homeless people died in 
the Seattle area last year, highlighting the region’s struggle to house the thou-
sands of people living on its streets .
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