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SUMMER READING

As early as kindergarten, Robin Pierre started to notice that her daughter,
Hattie, was falling behind. She wasn’t able to read the books they were send-
ing home, despite being in a charter school known for its focus on literacy. 

Hattie started working with a reading interventionist during kindergarten
and throughout fi�rst grade. But then her behavior started to escalate. She’d
hide under desks and run out of the classroom. She was moved to another
charter school for second grade, one focused on play-based learning and fi�eld
trips in hopes that environment would better suit her. 

All this time, Hattie’s trouble reading persisted. Pierre asked to have her
evaluated for special education. 

Tutor Kate Aicole works with Davis Hernadez-Reyez during a tutoring session March 8 at Dyslexia
Reading Connection in Appleton. PHOTOS BY WM. GLASHEEN/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

I n s e a r c h o f
support

One in 5 may have dyslexia, but Wisconsin
parents feel schools lack tools to help children
AnnMarie Hilton Appleton Post-Crescent | USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

“You need a full

bag of tricks

and a full bag of

tools to meet

each of those

students.” 
Carrie Willer
Director of elementary
education for the Appleton
Area School District

“When a

disability is

hidden, it’s easy

to stereotype

and have

misconceptions

about it.”
Jayme
Reichenberger 
Director of Project Success
at UW-Oshkosh

A pair of
tutoring
sessions
take place
at Dyslexia
Reading
Connection
in March in
Appleton. 

See DYSLEXIA, Page 6A

APPLETON – Thrivent, a Fortune
500 diversifi�ed fi�nancial services or-
ganization, is exploring development
plans for its Appleton headquarters

and the sur-
rounding 600
acres of land.

The organi-
zation says it
will work with
city offi�cials and
the community
on a “Master
Development
Plan” for its Bal-

lard Operations Center, 4321 N. Ballard
Road.

Paul Johnston, the chief legal offi�-
cer, general counsel and secretary of
Thrivent, said in a news release that
the organization no longer has a need
for the large space it currently oper-
ates.

“As we look to the future, the needs
of our team and business have
changed, our teams have continued to
thrive in a hybrid and remote environ-
ment and we now have fewer teams
going into the offi�ce,” Johnston said.
“We don’t need as much physical
space, and the space we need is for col-
laboration and connection for our
team.”

‘We don’t
need as
much
physical
space’
Thrivent explores
next steps for its
Appleton location
Jelissa Burns
Appleton Post-Crescent

USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

People walk along a path Wednesday
at Thrivent Ballard Operations Center
located at 4321 N. Ballard Road. The
fi�nancial services organization is
exploring development options for
its Appleton headquarters as it
balances office space with remote
and hybrid work options. DAN

POWERS/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

The organization
says it will work on
the “Master
Development Plan”
with Appleton
officials and also
let the community
offer feedback

See THRIVENT, Page 2A


