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Logan Donovan and two other Ashwaubenon na-
tives pooled their money in 2020 to buy and renovate a
“hideous and vacant” house just south of Lambeau
Field into a vacation rental.

“We made it a presentable piece of the neighbor-
hood,” Donovan said. “Many others have done the
same over the last few years, and I would say the
neighborhood has benefi�tted from those investments.”

Vacation rentals have boomed in Brown County,
quickly becoming a lucrative business use for the re-
gion. Tourism offi�cials said vacation rentals listed on
sites like Airbnb and VRBO generated 91,000 room
nights in 2022, the equivalent of a 250-room hotel
fully booked every day of the year.

But community planners, families and residents
say the rapid spread of vacation, or short-term, rentals
has produced negative impacts local offi�cials say need
to be addressed. 

“It’s kind of evolved into a diff�erent animal,” said
David Buck, a city of Green Bay principal planner who
oversees vacation rentals. “Rather than a homegrown
business to make extra cash, it’s now a business.”

The garage of a short-term rental property at 2029 True Lane in Ashwaubenon features a Green Bay Packers theme.
SARAH KLOEPPING/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN

Vacation rentals boom
Green Bay-area listings see
sharp spike, varied impacts

A screenshot of vacation rental properties for rent in early April
on AirDNA, a vacation rental tracking website. The purple dots
are whole homes available to rent on sites like Airbnb and VRBO;
blue dots are partial homes available to rent. AirDNA identifi�ed
about 500 vacation rentals listed in Green Bay, Ashwaubenon,
Bellevue and Howard in early April. PROVIDED BY AIRDNA
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“They’ve grown at such a rate (local officials

are) having a hard time keeping up but are doing

the best they can.”
Brad Toll, CEO of Discover Green BaySee RENTALS, Page 4A

As early as kindergarten, Robin
Pierre started to notice that her daugh-
ter, Hattie, was falling behind. She
wasn’t able to read the books they were
sending home, despite being in a char-
ter school known for its focus on litera-
cy. 

Hattie started working with a read-
ing interventionist during kindergar-
ten and throughout fi�rst grade. But
then her behavior started to escalate.
She’d hide under desks and run out of
the classroom. She was moved to an-
other charter school for second grade,
one focused on play-based learning
and fi�eld trips in hopes that environ-
ment would better suit her. 

All this time, Hattie’s trouble read-
ing persisted. Pierre asked to have her
evaluated for special education. 

Hattie was assessed; but when
Pierre asked questions about dyslexia,
she said the school told her they don’t
acknowledge dyslexia without a diag-
nosis, and that could only come from
brain imaging. 

“It was a fi�ght at fi�rst,” Pierre said.
Dyslexia looks diff�erent for each 

One in 5 may
have dyslexia,
but Wisconsin
parents feel
lack of support
AnnMarie Hilton
Appleton Post-Crescent
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See DYSLEXIA, Page 2A


