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More than $400,000 will be
awarded to performance ven-
ues and other downtown Olym-
pia programs that are still reco-
vering from less business dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.
A total package of $412,500

was approved by the City Coun-
cil on May 16 to go to three
theaters and several ongoing
projects to keep them running

until organizations can apply
for funding through the city’s
new Cultural Access Program
next year. The funding is com-
ing from the Economic Devel-
opment Reserves, which have a
total balance of $2,063,450.
Mike Reid, the city’s econom-

ic development director, refer-
enced two pieces written by
The Olympian about the state
of downtown. He said the CO-
VID-19 pandemic left a lasting
mark on businesses downtown,
but despite that, things are

looking up. A survey of busi-
nesses conducted by the Olym-
pia Downtown Alliance (ODA)
showed that people are coming
back to shops and restaurants.
And projects such as alley light-
ing and “LoveOly” branding
have garnered a lot of atten-
tion, Reid said.
But the positive trend isn’t

being felt by everybody, he
said.
“The area that I know is

struggling is our performance
venues, specifically our com-

munity theaters we have here,”
Reid said.
He referenced an article from

The Olympian that quoted
Aaron Lamb, the producing
artistic director for Harlequin
Productions. Lamb said it’s
been a struggle to bring audi-
ences back to theater and live
performances in Olympia. Reid
said it’s not unique to here;
performing arts venues across
the country are still well below
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Capitol Theater will get $100,000 of the funding approved by the City Council on May 16 to performance venues and other downtown
Olympia programs that are still recovering from less business during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Olympia council awards $400K
to theaters, arts programs
BY TY VINSON
tvinson@theolympian.com

SEE AWARDS, 7A

There’s still no deal in place
for Congress and the White
House to avoid a catastrophic
default on the nation’s debt. But
even as talks continued going
into the weekend, one thing was

already clear: A lot of Repub-
licans and Democrats don’t like
the deal, whatever it is.
On the right, the House Free-

dom Caucus has called for an
end to negotiations over the
debt ceiling entirely, saying
“there should be no further
discussion” until the Senate acts
on a House bill that would raise

the borrowing limit while sharp-
ly cutting federal spending. On
the left, a growing coalition of
Senate Democrats are calling for
President Joe Biden to prepare
to invoke the 14th Amendment,
pushing for a unilateral – but
potentially risky – move that
would sidestep the close circle
of negotiators trying to hammer

out a compromise. House Dem-
ocrats are trying their own long-
shot bid to raise the debt ceiling
without spending cuts, circulat-
ing a petition that could force a
vote.
In the middle, negotiations

broke down for much of the day
on Friday, before resuming later
in the evening. With the clock
ticking toward a possible June 1
deadline, there was still much
ground to cover.
If Biden and House Speaker

Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) do
manage to reach a compromise,
leaders in both chambers of
Congress will then have to keep

enough of their members on
board to pass a deal before the
government runs out of money.
That could center negotiations
on issues most palatable to
moderates, alienating more
staunch conservatives and liber-
als who might not vote for the
final bill. Even if the most con-
servative and most liberal mem-
bers of both chambers oppose
legislation enacting a deal, it
could still easily pass if other
lawmakers back it.
There were signs last week

that congressional leaders were

Lawmakers already dislike
emerging debt ceiling deal
BY RACHEL SIEGEL
The Washington Post

SEE LAWMAKERS, 8A

A 20-year-old suspect in a
series of attacks on Thurston
County dogs has been found
dead in Montana, Lacey Police
reported.
Police would not say how the

man died, or what led them to
identify him as a suspect. Police
spokesperson Jeremy Knight,
who called the case “bizarre and
rare, not to mention disturbing,”
said police were limiting the
initial release of information
because other law enforcement
agencies are involved, and it
remains unclear whether the
man’s family knows about his
death.
“We want to be as certain as

we can be before we release
additional information,” he said.
The earliest attacks date to

March in Lacey, according to
previous reporting by The
Olympian. Several dogs were
attacked with a knife on March
20, in the Aldea Glen subdivi-
sion off Carpenter Road South-
east.
The latest attack occurred on

May 7 in Olympia. Police re-
sponded to the 2300 block of
State Avenue Northeast for a
report of a dog screaming. They
found a “husky mix” dead in its
back yard. Police said the dog
was killed with a large sword or
machete. An older tan and
brown Chevrolet truck was seen
leaving an alley near the home
about the time of the 911 call.
Knight said many residents

have called the police depart-
ment with fears and concerns
about the safety of their pets. He
added that police hope to re-
lease more information next
week.
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