
homeless people make up around 1% of King 
County’s population, they are vastly overrep-
resented in the deadly statistics.

As of May 17, 20% of the county’s 530 over-
dose deaths this year — 104 people — were 
those living in shelter or in vehicles, encamp-
ments and outside — a rate on track to break 
last year’s record as the deadliest for overdos-
es in King County’s homeless population.

Homeless people are one of Washington’s 

By Anna Patrick            
               Seattle Times staff reporter            

Before the pandemic, most fentanyl-
related overdoses reported in the 
Seattle area involved people with 
homes. 

They started around 2016, said Brad Fine-
good, who leads the opioid and overdose 
response for Public Health - Seattle & King 
County. In 2020, two deaths of homeless 
people were related to a fentanyl overdose. 
Two years later, that number leapt to 160.

And the death rate is still rising. Though 
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By Gabrielle Glaser            
               The New York Times            

Chris Stearns has two distinct 
memories from his childhood in 
the late 1960s. The first is some-
what hazy: a crowded New York 
City picnic for white families who 
had adopted Native American 
boys and girls, somewhere at a 
hilly park. Stearns had never 
seen so many people — he was an 
only child in a Colonial-style 
house that backed onto a golf 
course in South Jersey — and the 
event was overwhelming. 

The other recollection is much 
sharper. One day, he was paid a 
visit by a man his parents called 
Chief Sunrise, who arrived at the 
front door wearing an eagle-
feathered headdress and the 
white buckskin regalia of Plains 
Indians. His parents ushered 
Chief Sunrise into the family 
living room. Then he turned to 
the young Chris, perhaps 4 years 

See > Adoption, A16

The brutal past 
and uncertain 
future of Native 
adoptions

By MOTOKO RICH,  Jim 
Tankersley and LISA FRIEDMAN            
               The New York Times            

HIROSHIMA, Japan — In 
theory, the world’s largest indus-
trialized democracies have 
agreed to stop using fossil fuels 
within a little over a quarter-cen-
tury and to switch to new sources 
of power such as solar and wind 
as fast as they can. 

But as leaders of the Group of 7 
gathered in Hiroshima, Japan, 
this weekend for their annual 
meeting, some countries were 
wrangling over whether to loosen 
commitments to phase out the 
use of carbon-emitting fuels such 
as gas and coal in time to avert the 
worst effects of global warming. 

The final communiqué from 
the summit, released Saturday 

See > Climate, A16

G-7 nations 
wrangle over 
ambitious  
climate plans 
at summit

most vulnerable and hardest hit groups in the 
current fentanyl epidemic due to market 
forces and the harsh realities of living outside 
with less access to treatment and greater 
chances of being isolated.

“It’s really the perfect storm,” Finegood 
said.

Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell has said the 
city needs to do more, but other than increas-

See > Fentanyl, A10
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A candlelight vigil in December by Women in Black honors homeless people who died in 2022. Deaths by overdose have skyrocketed, 
and 2023’s numbers are on track to break last year’s record.

Homeless population devastated 
by fentanyl; why toll is soaring
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Women’s Amateur — open to all ages. 
And a couple of weeks ago, she quali-
fied to play in the U.S. Women’s Open 
next month at famed Pebble Beach. 

This past week, Angela and partner 
Alice Zhou, also 14, reached the semi-
finals at the U.S. Women’s Amateur 
Four Ball Championship at the Home 
Course in Dupont before getting 
knocked out in a close match. 

Angela’s success at the Home 
See > Zhang, A15

By Scott Hanson            
               Seattle Times staff reporter            

DUPONT, Pierce County — The 
golfing world seems on the verge of 
welcoming a new prodigy. 

She turned 14 on May 5, and she’s 
from Bellevue. 

Meet Angela Zhang, an eighth 
grader who has won so many tourna-
ments she has lost count.

Last summer, at 13, she became the 
youngest winner of the Washington 

Meet golf’s newest phenom, an eighth grader from Bellevue
Angela Zhang, 14, 
has won so many 
tournaments that 
her coach, Peter 
Murphy, has lost 
count. “If she 
doesn’t win, she’s 
disappointed. Fortu-
nately, she doesn’t 
get disappointed too 
often.”
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