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There’s still no deal in place
for Congress and the White
House to avoid a catastrophic
default on the nation’s debt. But
even as talks continued going

into the weekend, one thing was
already clear: A lot of Repub-
licans and Democrats don’t like
the deal, whatever it is.
On the right, the House Free-

dom Caucus has called for an
end to negotiations over the
debt ceiling entirely, saying
“there should be no further

discussion” until the Senate acts
on a House bill that would raise
the borrowing limit while sharp-
ly cutting federal spending. On
the left, a growing coalition of
Senate Democrats are calling for
President Joe Biden to prepare
to invoke the 14th Amendment,
pushing for a unilateral – but

potentially risky – move that
would sidestep the close circle
of negotiators trying to hammer
out a compromise. House Dem-
ocrats are trying their own long-
shot bid to raise the debt ceiling
without spending cuts, circulat-
ing a petition that could force a
vote.

In the middle, negotiations
broke down for much of the day
on Friday, before resuming later
in the evening. With the clock
ticking toward a possible June 1
deadline, there was still much
ground to cover.
If Biden and House Speaker

Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) do
manage to reach a compromise,
leaders in both chambers of
Congress will then have to keep
enough of their members on
board to pass a deal before the
government runs out of money.
That could center negotiations
on issues most palatable to

Lawmakers already dislike
emerging debt ceiling deal
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The Washington Post

SEE DEBT CEILING, 6A

partnership that had been
hastily rescheduled because of
the debt limit standoff back in
Washington.
Hoping to avert an outcome

that would rattle the global
economy and prove to be a
boon to Beijing, Biden opened
his third day in Japan at the
annual Group of Seven meet-
ing of the world’s most pow-
erful democracies with a brief-

HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
President Joe Biden tried to

reassure world leaders on
Saturday that the United
States would not default as he
consulted with the heads of
Australia, Japan and India in a
meeting of the so-called Quad

ing from his staff on the latest
fits and starts in talks over
how to raise the federal debt
limit.
The president also squeezed

in meetings aimed at challeng-
ing China’s buildout across
the Indo-Pacific. The Quad
members originally had
planned to meet in Sydney
next week, but got together
instead on the sidelines of the
G7 so Biden could return to
Washington earlier on Sunday
in hopes of finalizing a deal to
increase the U.S. borrowing
limit before the government
runs out of cash to pay its bills.
Biden said he felt there was

headway in the talks with
GOP lawmakers.
“The first meetings weren’t

all that progressive, the sec-
ond ones were, the third one

was,” he said before a meeting
with Australian Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese. “And
then, what happens is the
carriers go back to the princi-
pals and say, ‘This is what
we’re thinking about.’ And
then people put down new
claims. I still believe we’ll be
able to avoid a default and
we’ll get something decent
done.”
The shortened trip has rein-

forced a fundamental tension
shaping Biden’s presidency:
As he has worked to signal to
the world that the U.S. is re-
claiming the mantle of global
leadership, at key moments,
domestic dramas keep getting
in the way.
Until Saturday, Biden had
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At the Group of Seven summit Saturday in Hiroshima, Japan, from left, Emmanuel Macron of France, Joe Biden of the U.S., Olaf Scholz of
Germany and Rishi Sunak of the U.K. appear in public before their working dinner on economic security.
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HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy arrived Saturday
in Japan for talks with the lead-
ers of the world’s most powerful
democracies, a personal appear-
ance meant to galvanize global
attention as the nations ratchet-
ed up pressure on Moscow for
its 15-month invasion of
Ukraine.
Bolstering international sup-

port is a key priority as Ukraine
prepares for what’s seen as a
major push to take back territory
seized by Russia in the war that
began in February last year.
Zelenskyy’s in-person visit to
the G7 summit comes just hours
after the United States agreed to
allow training on potent Amer-
ican-made fighter jets, laying
the groundwork for their even-
tual transfer to Ukraine.
Host nation Japan said Zelen-

skyy’s inclusion stems from his
“strong wish” to participate in
talks with the bloc and other
countries that will influence his
nation’s defense against Russia.
“Japan. G7. Important meet-

ings with partners and friends of
Ukraine. Security and enhanced
cooperation for our victory.
Peace will become closer to-
day,” Zelenskyy tweeted upon
his arrival on a plane provided
by France.
A European Union official,

speaking on condition of ano-
nymity to brief reporters on the
deliberations, said Zelenskyy
will take part in two separate
sessions Sunday. One session
will be with G7 members only
and will focus on the war in
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