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VERMONT 
HOT DOG 
ANYONE?
Maple Dijonaise, Apple, 

Cheddar
#getblissbee

Real Food,  

Real Easy 

Williston &   

South Burlington 

GetBlissBee.com

HOMEP  RT
 39 YEARS LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED   52 Church St Burlington 863-4644 DAILY HOURS: 10A-6P     www.homeportonline.com
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GARDEN- Get:   
Grow Kits
Pots/Planters 
Garden Tools
Garden Gnome or Decor
Bird House/Feeder
Citronella
Chimes
.. 

... SHORTCUT:  Go to 
Summertime List: Garden Bench

Bistro Set
Hammock
Outdoor Rug
Picnic Set/Accessories      
Lighting (String or Fairy 
LED Battery/or Plug In
Solar/or Glow Decor)... 
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Kim Carson has been many things: a
seven-time All-American hurdler in
college, an Olympic coach, a probation
offi�cer, a mom of two kids, a Black wom-
an raised in rural Iowa. Now she’s the
new director of Burlington’s Racial Eq-
uity, Inclusion and Belonging Depart-
ment and is still sometimes in awe that

she gets to do what she does.
Carson, 49, was appointed six

months ago. Coming from Iowa, where
rights for disenfranchised people were
being rolled back by conservative state
politicians as she was leaving, taking
the job in Burlington was a change Car-
son needed to continue to do the work
she wanted to do, she said. 

Carson acknowledges there is still
much work to be done in Burlington
however.

After fi�rst REIB director Tyeastia
Green’s sudden exit in 2022 due to ten-
sions between her and the mayor’s of-
fi�ce, Carson’s arrival begins a new chap-
ter for the department, one that other
Burlingtonians of color hope will be dif-
ferent.

The department, established in
2020, is still young. Carson’s main goals
as director will be to settle the REIB 

‘In the room
where it happens’

Kim Carson poses in City Hall for a photo. Carson is the new director of the Racial Equity, Inclusion and Belonging
Department. LILLY ST. ANGELO/BURLINGTON FREE PRESS

New equity director aims to create sustainable change
Lilly St. Angelo
Burlington Free Press
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Mid-size road races have taken a hit
since the pandemic, and that includes
Burlington’s premier race −� The Ver-
mont City Marathon −� that takes place
Memorial Day weekend and brings
runners from across the region to the
Queen City.

Historically spots would fi�ll up
months in advance for the race. How-
ever, 200 individual marathon spots
were still available on May 17 −� 11 days
before race day −� as well as 13 spots for
two-person relay teams. Five-person
team slots had been fi�lled that morn-
ing. In total, 4,600 spaces were avail-
able for this year’s event. 

Things may look diff�erently than
four years ago, but organizers at Run-
Vermont say the numbers don’t tell the
whole story and they are feeling good
about this year’s turnout. 

Where Vermont’s marathon lines
up with national trends

From marathons to 5Ks, foot races
across the country haven’t kept pace
with registrations from before the
global pandemic. Joe Connelly, execu-
tive director of RunVermont, the or-
ganization which puts on the M&T
Bank Vermont City Marathon, said it’s
more nuanced than that. From what he
has seen, big races like Boston and
New York City have rebounded as have
smaller community races. But, the 

Marathon
registrations
still open 
a week
before race
April Barton
Burlington Free Press
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The U.S. Border Patrol has agreed in a
legal settlement to not set up interior
checkpoints in a northern New Hamp-
shire town just under 100 miles from the
Canadian border before Jan. 1, 2025.

The agreement announced Friday
settled a 2020 lawsuit over the use of

the checkpoints in Woodstock, where
the American Civil Liberties Union
claimed that border agents conducted
illegal searches and seizures that led to
the arrest of American citizens for vio-
lating state drug laws that had nothing
to do with immigration. 

“Border Patrol’s interior checkpoint
operations are unlawful and invasive,
and this settlement means the people of

northern New England will continue to
be free from these unconstitutional
searches and seizures in Woodstock un-
til January 1, 2025,” Gilles Bissonnette,
the legal director of the ACLU of New
Hampshire, said in a news release. 

The lawsuit arose from a 2017 case in
which 16 people were stopped at a
checkpoint on Interstate 93 during a
three-day operation that was staff�ed by

Border Patrol offi�cers and local police.
They were charged by the state with
possession of small amounts of drugs.

In the original complaint, the ACLU
said that during the operation in late
August 2017 no individual was charged
with having unlawfully crossed the bor-
der from Canada.

Border Patrol won’t have checkpoints in NH town
Wilson Ring
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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