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Janvier Fataki kicked the soc-
cer ball, his breath a misty cloud
as he yelled at his players on the
brisk January evening. “You’re
walking,” he shouted, run-
ning across the soccer field and
wearing a pink scrimmage jersey.
“That’s not defense!”

Fataki, 22, an assistant soccer
coach at William Fleming High
School, scrimmages with the
players he coaches so they see
that he knows how to play the
game. Plus, it forms relation-
ships.

“The players enjoy playing
with you and having fun with
you,” he said. “You need to be
friends with players for them to
respect you and love you.”

Fataki learned to play soccer
barefoot, kicking and chasing a
ball made of plastic bags rolled
and tied tightly together. Play-
ers raced to make a goal between
two garbage cans, a cloud of dust

hovering around them in a play-
ing field mixed with dirt and
patches of grass. That’s how kids
learn to play soccer in a refugee
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On May 22, 2020, Garland Law-
ton walked into a Roanoke gun
store called Doomsday Tactical

Supply, passed
a background
check, and pur-
chased a Taurus 9
mm pistol.

What happened
next happens all
too often.

Lawton, who
attested on fed-
eral paperwork that he was the
actual buyer of the gun, had in fact
purchased it for a convicted felon
barred from possessing firearms.

Later that day, the 25-year-old
went to Jermaine Drummond’s
house, turned over the small
handgun, and was paid $220 in
cash for his trouble, according to
court records. Drummond, who
authorities say had a “voracious
appetite” for illegal gun traffick-
ing, then sold the weapon to an
unknown buyer.

Eventually, the 9 mm pistol
wound up in Prince George’s
County, Maryland, where a man
used it to kill himself on Sept.

10, 2020.
People like Lawton — known as

straw purchasers — are feeding an
underground market that is one
factor behind rising gun violence
in Roanoke and beyond.

In U.S. District Court for West-
ern Virginia, at least 20 people
have been charged with making
straw purchases of guns since Jan-
uary 2021, according to a review of
court records.

Eleven of the defendants have
been charged in the court’s Ro-

anoke division, which includes
the Roanoke and New River val-
leys, over the same time period.
Collectively, authorities say, they
have put about 50 guns into the
wrong hands.

“With straw purchases, we
know the firearms are almost
certainly going to be used in ad-
ditional crimes,” U.S. Attorney
Chris Kavanaugh said.

Kavanaugh said there has been

Falling into the wrong hands
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William Fleming soccer coach Janvier Fataki, 24, left, shares a moment with player Nolvin Vigil during
practice on Dec. 13.
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When the pandemic struck
and the world changed course to
face a public health emergency,
one Hollins University student
said she too changed courses.
She plans to facilitate healthier
communities.

Jasmine Carmichael is a Hol-
lins University graduate of 2023,
ready to join her peers receiving
diplomas Sunday. She did not

move to Roa-
noke from Rich-
mond intending
to study public
health, but the
coronavirus’ im-
pact inspired her
to change majors
her junior year.

“I started out
as a chemistry major,” Carmi-
chael said. “The pandemic just
showed me … I think public
health is where I’m needed.”

She said the pandemic’s 2020
onset showed her the importance
of flexibility, and the results of
unpredictability.

Pandemic
inspired grad
to help others
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Pollsters for Roanoke College
last week into next are calling
on Virginians to gauge public
opinion.

But it would take a lot longer
than 10 days to hear from ev-
erybody in a state of more than

8 million people.
For a mathema-
tician like David
Taylor, director
of the Institute
for Policy and
Opinion Re-
search at Roa-
noke College,
the workaround
is randomness.

“If you really want to know
what everybody thinks, you’d
have to ask everybody,” Taylor
said. “The reason to do polling
is… you don’t have the time or

Tried and tested at
Roanoke College

Federal prosecutions
of straw purchases
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have increased
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Young African
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Janvier Fataki studies at Virginia Western Community College on April
17. Fataki was attending Tusculum University in Tennessee, where he
played soccer, until circumstances brought him back to Roanoke. Fataki
spoke six languages when he came to the United States at age 17 from
a Burundi refugee camp, but English was not one of them.

WATCH: For a video interview with Janvier Fataki, point
your smartphone camera at the QR code, then tap the
link.
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