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The class of 2023 at
Waynesboro High School
was congratulated Friday
night for their accomplish-
ment and resilience in nav-
igating a global pandemic
over the past three years.

“You give me hope for a
brighter tomorrow,” said
Kendra Jones Carter, the
director of diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion for the
Waynesboro Schools. Jones
Carter was the keynote
speaker for Friday’s grad-
uation at the Waynesboro
High football field.

Jones Carter said she
had a personal connection
with the class. She served
as a Waynesboro High
School assistant principal
for seven years before as-
suming her new position
in 2021.

Jones Carter told the

students to be open to “the
new experiences and ave-
nues that await you.”

And she advised the stu-
dents that life will not al-
ways be easy.

“Everyone fails at some-
thing. Failure is a natural
part of life,” Jones Carter
said. However, she told the
students to “embrace the
failure and keep moving
forward.”

Jones Carter said the stu-
dents should retain their
connection to the Waynes-
boro community. She said
her family connections to
Waynesboro — includ-
ing a family member who
graduated from the former
Rosenwald School — “have
shaped my life.”

The salutatorian of the
2023 class, Daksh Rajen-
drabhai Ghadia, said grad-
uation meant students had
worked hard and perse-

vered.
“There have been tri-

umphs and challenges,”
Ghadia noted in describ-
ing the graduates’ jour-
ney. He also paid tribute to
the families of the class of
2023.

Ghadia said graduates’
families have served many
roles, including being
“cheerleaders, guides and
pillars of strength.”

A crowd of family mem-
bers and friends filled the
bleachers at the football
field on an autumn-like
night. They came to enjoy
the graduation of 199 se-
niors.

Giants celebrate triumphs
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A Waynesboro High School graduate celebrates after commencement exercises concluded
Friday.
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It was 8:13 a.m. when Mia
Neeley went downstairs to
the living room, just less
than two hours before grad-
uation.

But, of course, she’d been
up for a while.

A bundle of nerves —
Neeley had a speaking part
in Staunton High School’s
graduation ceremony —
the Storm upperclassman
found sleep hard to come by.

“I’ve been up because
I’m nervous, so maybe
like 6 a.m.,” Neeley said.
“I showered. I did a little
cleaning. I didn’t have to do
much with my hair except
my edges, and then I had
to paint my toes and throw
some jewelry on.”

Motown Philly by Boyz
II Men played softly in the
background as she slipped
her graduation gown over

a white summer dress.
The Virginia-Tech-bound
Staunton High School se-
nior adorned her gown with
a red satin cloth reserved for
graduating upperclassmen
who maintained a 4.0 GPA
or higher.

She added two more
achievement-based cords
to her wardrobe, and then
decided the cap could wait
until later.

By 8:44 a.m., Neeley was
loaded in the car, en route
to join the other 199 Storm
seniors graduating on Sat-
urday. At 9:46 a.m., Neeley
sauntered into classroom
300, ready to join the se-
nior procession of students
marching into the high
school’s John Lewis Audi-
torium.

By 10:12 a.m., senior class
president Alton Harris had
welcomed everyone into
graduation, and Neeley

and her 2023 classmates
received their first roaring
ovation.

It wouldn’t be the last.
As part of the tradition,

class president Harris
passed the gavel to 2024
class president Blakely
Bryant, and principal Nate
Collins announced the 10
seniors who graduated in
the top five percent of their
class. Neeley’s classmate
Benton Cason announced
the graduation speaker.

Ivan Guadarrama, a
2004 school graduate, en-
couraged Neeley and her

A very big accomplishment
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Mia Neeley poses for a photo with her mother after receiving her diploma during Staunton
High School’s graduation ceremony on Saturday in Staunton.
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SWOOPE — In March
of their freshman year, the
Buffalo Gap Class of 2023
learned how quickly every-
thing can change.

As the 104 graduating
class members celebrated
on Saturday morning
among their friends and
family, recently-retired as-
sistant principal Jennifer
Rexrode commended the
students for overcoming
difficulties brought on by
the COVID-19 pandemic
throwing out normalcy for
large portions of their edu-
cation.

“You learned to be grate-
ful for little things, to cher-
ish each other, and to be

kind to one another,” Rex-
rode said. “You learned to
hold onto special relation-
ships formed with friends
and family because many
of you were dealing with
hard realities caused by the
times.”

The students navigated
through obstacles affecting
classrooms nationwide, like
hybrid schedules, social
distancing, and the shift-
ing of sports schedules.
But Rexrode pointed to the
homecoming dance of the
student’s junior year as a
definitive moment for the
class.

The dance was being held
on the tennis courts out-
side. When the rain came in
the middle of the dance, it

seemed like another wrench
had been thrown into the
student’s high school ca-
reers. But, in what Rexrode
called ‘typical class of 2023
fashion,’ the Bison kept
dancing.

“Go out into this big
world and teach others
how we do it here at Buffalo
Gap,” Rexrode said. “Go out
and teach others how we
dance in the rain.”

Bison learn to be grateful
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The Buffalo Gap Class of 2023 celebrates after their graduation ceremony on Saturday in
Swoope.
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GREENVILLE — Al-
though the grass on the
football field was green
and the sky was blue, the
day’s color was red — as in
Red Pride — when 112 new-
ly-minted Riverheads High
School graduates celebrated
their high school journey
Saturday on the hill above
the school. It is a gradua-
tion scene that has unfolded
each year since 1963 in the
tight-knit community
of southeastern Augusta
County.

Family and the River-
heads community were
front and center in the
words of advice delivered
by commencement speaker

David Moody, who has been
a science teacher at the
school for 33 years and will
retire in just a few days. Ac-
cording to Class President
Charles Milo, who intro-
duced Moody, the speaker
is known for being “brutally
honest” and “sincerity and
honesty will echo in the
halls of Riverheads forever.”

Moody’s remarks to his
former students, now seated
in front of him in red caps
and gowns, were dubbed as
“Three Pieces of Advice,”
but in true educator fashion,
he opened his talk with bo-
nus words of wisdom: “Tell
the people around you that
you love them NOW. Don’t
wait for a rainy day that
might not come.”

He revealed his three
planned pieces of advice,
beginning with the first,
believing in yourself. “Give
yourself grace if you fall
down once in a while. It is
what you do when you fall
that counts…and never let
anyone else define who you
are.”

He joked that his stu-
dents might be stumped at
his second piece of advice:
“Be nice,” but went on to

Community takes pride
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Riverheads Valedictorian Summer Wallace and commencement speaker Dave Moody share a
moment at the close of the Riverheads High School graduation ceremony Saturday.
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