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As Hill City leaders contem-
plate ways to address an uptick
in recent criminal activity per-
petrated by juveniles, a citywide
curfew for minors is expected to
be at the center of the discussion
for Lynchburg City Council on
Tuesday as a tool for local law
enforcement to combat the re-
cent surge.

But even as city leaders close
in on the curfew vote, expected
to take place Tuesday — prior to
the summer release of Lynchburg
City Schools on May 26 — ques-
tions around the effectiveness of
juvenile curfews remain a topic
of discussion.

Joseph Hoft, an assistant
professor of criminology at the
University of Lynchburg, said the
research around if curfews work
is “mixed at best.”

“I think the idea is there,” Hoft
said. “’If we implement a cur-
few, there will be less juveniles
out causing trouble.’ But that’s
not necessarily what happens in
reality.”

The latest solution proposed
by city leaders to keep young
people from being the target, or
perpetrator, of crimes is a city-
wide curfew for minors, formally

TED ANTHONY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — At the end of
“The Searchers,” one of John
Wayne’s most renowned West-
erns, a kidnapped girl has been
rescued and a family reunited.
As the closing music swells,
Wayne’s character looks around
at his kin — people who have
other people to lean on — and
then walks off toward the dusty
West Texas horizon, lonesome
and alone.

It’s a classic example of a fun-
damental American tall tale —
that of a nation built on notions
of individualism, a male-dom-
inated story filled with loners
and “rugged individualists” who
suck it up, do what needs to be
done, ride off into the sunset and
like it that way.

In reality, loneliness in Amer-
ica can be deadly. This month,
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek
Murthy declared it an Ameri-
can epidemic, saying it takes as

deadly a toll as smoking upon the
population of the United States.
“Millions of people in America
are struggling in the shadows,”
he said, “and that’s not right.”

He cited some potent forces:
the gradual withering of long-
standing institutions, decreased
engagement with churches, the
fraying bonds of extended fami-
lies. When you add recent stress-
ors — the rise of social media and
virtual life, post-9/11 polariza-
tion and the way COVID-19 in-

terrupted existence — the chal-
lenge becomes even more stark.

People are lonely the world
over. But as far back as the early
19th century, when the word
“loneliness” began to be used in
its current context in American
life, some were already asking
the question: Do the contours
of American society — that em-
phasis on individualism, that
spreading out with impunity

THE LONELY NATION
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In this Sept. 11, 2019, file photo, people walk past an American flag inside the Oculus, part of the World Trade Center transportation hub, at the start of a
work day in New York. American lore is full of tales of a nation built on the foundations of individualism. In reality, loneliness in America can be deadly.

Questions
remain on
if a curfew
is effective

LAURA VOZZELLA, GREGORY S.
SCHNEIDER AND NICK ANDERSON
The Washington Post

RICHMOND — “It’s pretty
overwhelming to contemplate the
future of America,” the governor
of Virginia was saying. Yet Repub-

lican Glenn Youngkin seemed to
be doing just that Thursday as he
rolled out a campaign-style video
appearing to cast him as the suc-
cessor to President Ronald Reagan
— despite his pledge to focus en-
tirely on this year’s Virginia leg-

islative races.
Based on Youngkin’s speech

this month at the Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library and Museum
in California, the one-minute
spot features soaring rhetoric,
swelling music and one glaring
gaffe: mistaking a foreign fighter
jet for an American one.

“It’s a time to choose life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness

over oppression and dictatorial
rule,” Youngkin says against a
visual of a Eurofighter Typhoon
taking to the skies. “The stakes
are high, and the consequences
couldn’t be greater.”

A spokesman for Youngkin’s
Spirit of Virginia political action
committee, which bankrolled the
ad, said the jet image was misla-
beled in Shutterstock and will be

swapped for one of an American
plane. The ad also said Youngkin’s
speech was in April, but it was
May 1.

The fighter-jet mix-up is not
an optimal look for an aspiring
commander in chief or for a gov-
ernor of Virginia, which is home
to some of the U.S. military’s

Youngkin feeds presidential buzz with ad linking him to Reagan

How the American Dream’s focus on individualism convinces people that isolation is normal
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Features soaring rhetoric, music and a blunder:
mistaking a foreign fighter jet for American one

LYNCHBURG

Leaders concur action
is needed; local expert
says research is mixed
regarding success rate

Please see CURFEW, Page A3Please see LONELY, Page A5

Please see YOUNGKIN, Page A6


