
Fredericksburg.com • $4Sunday, May 21, 2023

Serving Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania, Stafford, King George, Caroline, Orange, Culpeper and surrounding counties

Weather
Beautiful with sunshine
High 80 • Low 55
FORECAST • B8

ADVICE D4

BOOKS C4

CLASSIFIEDS D1

COMICS INSIDE

COMMUNITIES A10

HEALTH C1

HOROSCOPE D4

OBITUARIES A5

OPINION A20

PARADE C5

SPORTS B1

SUDOKU D2

TRAVEL C6

TV PAGE D4 x |hGIGGJ|22557(| x
$4.00 • • Volume 139, Issue 141 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2023 Follow us online: facebook.com/fredericksburgdotcom twitter.com/NewsInTheBurg

Inside

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

Several years ago, Capri Cook
was concerned to hear that two
local Black women died after
having their babies — then she
was even more shocked to learn
that fatal outcomes during child-
birth are three to four times more
likely to happen to Blacks.

“It’s a national crisis, but it’s
not being treated as such,” Cook
said. “What in the world is going
on?”

That question is being ad-
dressed in many circles, from

workers in local health-related
agencies to politicians on Cap-
itol Hill.

The Rappahannock Area
Health District and Mary Wash-
ington Healthcare on Wednesday
will present “Birthing Justice,” a
movie that examines the issue
and looks at ways to advocate
for Black women.

The film will be shown at the
Mayfield Community Center, 311
Glover St. in Fredericksburg and
is open to the community. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m., the movie be-
gins at 6:15 and a panel discus-
sion will follow.

On a national level, Sen. Tim
Kaine, D–Virginia, last week re-
introduced 13 bills in the Black
Maternal Health Momnibus
Act, aimed at reversing the le-
thal trend.

FOSTER KLUG, ADAM SCHRECK
AND JOSH BOAK
Associated Press

HIROSHIMA, Japan —
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy arrived Saturday in
Japan for talks with the lead-
ers of the world’s most powerful
democracies, a personal appear-
ance meant to galvanize global
attention as the nations ratch-
eted up pressure on Moscow for
its 15-month invasion of Ukraine.

Bolstering international sup-

port is a key priority as Ukraine
prepares for what’s seen as a major
push to take back territory seized
by Russia in the war that began
in February last year. Zelenskyy’s
in-person visit to the G7 summit
comes just hours after the United
States agreed to allow training on
potent American-made fighter
jets, laying the groundwork for
their eventual transfer to Ukraine.

Host nation Japan said Zel-
enskyy’s inclusion stems from
his “strong wish” to participate

in talks with the bloc and other
countries that will influence his
nation’s defense against Russia.

“Japan. G7. Important meet-
ings with partners and friends of
Ukraine. Security and enhanced
cooperation for our victory. Peace
will become closer today,” Zelen-
skyy tweeted upon his arrival on a
plane provided by France.

A European Union official,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity to brief reporters on the
deliberations, said Zelenskyy will

take part in two separate sessions
Sunday. One session will be with
G7 members only and will focus
on the war in Ukraine. Another
will include the G7 as well as the
other nations invited to take part
in the summit, and will focus on
“peace and stability.”

U.S. national security adviser
Jake Sullivan said that President
Joe Biden and Zelenskyy would
have direct engagement at the
summit. On Friday, Biden an-
nounced his support for training

Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made
F-16 fighter jets, a precursor to
eventually providing those air-
craft to Ukraine.

“It is necessary to improve
(Ukraine’s) air defense capabili-
ties, including the training of our
pilots,” Zelenskyy wrote on his
official Telegram channel after
meeting Italian Premier Giorgia
Meloni, one of a number of leaders
he talked to.

Zelenskyy visits Japan for G7 summit

PROVIDED BY CAPRI COOK

Capri Cook, right, holds her nephew, Kaison, after his birth in December 2021 at Mary Washington Hospital.
Cook was a doula, a trained professional who assists the mother during childbirth, for Kaison’s mother,
Ketra, and father, Troy Cook Jr., who is Cook’s brother.

Local officials address
Black maternal deaths
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RICHMOND — A former Vir-
ginia medical cannabis employee
initially got into the business to
help his wife with her multiple
chronic ailments, including mul-
tiple sclerosis.

For the past five years, Bart
Dluhy has grown plants and
made extracts to see what might
help ease his wife’s pain, he said.
He began his cannabis career as a
budtender in a Las Vegas medical
facility, where he helped patients
select products for particular ail-
ments.

Dluhy completed online
cannabis certificate programs
through Syracuse University in
2022. He is certified in cannabis
health care and medicine, and
cultivation. Dluhy is also an offi-

cial “ganjier” — think sommelier,
but for cannabis.

His experience led him to work
in a Virginia medical facility
operated by Jushi, Dluhy said,
where he made cannabis edibles,
vape cartridges and various ex-
tracted products. Dluhy left after
about three months on the job.

“Part of the reason why I left
is I didn’t feel good about myself
working for a company that was
not taking care of the patients
that were their consumers,”
Dluhy said.

The medical cannabis market
is the only way to legally pur-
chase cannabis in Virginia. But,
current Virginia patients point
to the program’s shortcomings,
and cannabis advocates say top
state officials and lawmakers are
actively suppressing it. The main
issues reported range from reg-
istration fees, inconsistent sup-
ply, high prices, low potency, and
overall access.

Va. cannabis market
sees growing pains
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Here’s an interesting mix of
the supernatural: Amy Philbert
felt a divine calling to produce
a film about a girl possessed by
the devil.

“I actually woke up from a very
scary dream and the last vision
I had in my head was this little
girl who was demonic,” said the
King George County woman. “I
couldn’t shake it, I felt like God
kept telling me, you need to pro-
duce this story.”

That was the inspiration for

“Connie,” a horror-thriller that
Philbert describes as “The Ex-
orcist” meets “The Sixth Sense.”
It’s her first film — she has several
in the works — and it’s stream-
ing on the free movie channel,
Tubi, and soon will be available
through Amazon Prime Video.

The movie was filmed pri-
marily in King George, where
Philbert lives with her husband,
Mortimer Philbert Sr. During
research, Amy Philbert, 37, re-
alized that schizophrenia is one
condition that may mirror some
of the behaviors shown by the
main character, a preteen. She
hopes the movie provides some

K.G. filmmaker puts
her dream on screen

Love funnies? Subscribers can
find more comics, puzzles and
columns at fredericksburg.
com/go-comics.
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Pot advocates say
state losing out as
lawmakers dither

Vision of a demonic
girl inspires movie

Looking for solution
to national crisis of
disparity in care

The film “Birthing Justice” will be
shown Wednesday at the Mayfield
Community Center. Doors open at
5:30 p.m., the movie begins at 6:15
and a discussion will follow.
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