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FROM STAFF REPORTS

A month after putting its exec-
utive director on administrative
leave amid allegations of mis-
management, the Charlottes-
ville area’s animal shelter has an-
nounced an interim leader to take
over the role.

Sue Fried-
man, who most
recently served
as executive di-
rector of the
Jefferson School
Foundation and
served for years
as the leader of
the Alzheimer’s Association of
Central and Western Virginia,
is set to take the top job at the
Charlottesville Albemarle Soci-
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals.

She will be replacing sitting
Executive Director Angie Gunter
on May 24.

“We are excited to welcome
Sue Friedman as our Interim

SYDNEY SHULER

A class that has endured a
global pandemic, a mass shoot-
ing on Grounds and hate crimes

in their final year graduated
from the University of Virginia’s
College and Graduate School of
Arts and Sciences on Saturday
morning.

Graduates from the class of
2023 buzzed with excitement as
the audience of about 18,000 ap-
plauded their accomplishments.
Although, the ceremony could
not go on without acknowledg-
ing the trauma that the class has

experienced since the school
year began last fall.

“This class has been through a
lot,” said UVa spokesman Brian
Coy. “And I think we’re all feel-
ing the emotions of that today.
A lot of their memories will be
of the turbulence during their
time here … but, in that sense,
they will be ready for whatever
life has for them.”

UVa Vice President for Inter-

collegiate Athletics Carla Wil-
liams, the first Black woman to
serve as athletics director at a
school from a Power Five con-
ference, advised the graduates
to “believe in yourself first” as
she delivered the commence-
ment address on the warm spring
morning.

“If you want to follow a path

The class of 2023

There’s
a new
top dog
at SPCA

SYDNEY SHULER

Nearly 300 Black University
of Virginia graduates and hun-
dreds more of their loved ones
filled the seats of Old Cabell Hall
on Friday evening ahead of Final
Exercises for the first “Donning
of the Kente” ceremony since
2019, before the outbreak of the
coronavirus.

Established by the Black Lead-
ership Institute within the UVa
Office of African American Af-
fairs in the spring of 2005, the
ceremony is designed to bring the
class together and recognize the

work and achievements of Black
student leaders while adorning
them with stoles of kente cloth,

which has its historic roots in

Black UVa grads don the kente at
first ceremony in nearly four years
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Michael Gerard Mason, interim dean of African American Affairs, gives
a University of Virginia graduate her kente stole at Old Cabell Hall for

JANE DUNLAP SATHE

For Matthew Steffens, director
and choreographer of Virginia
Theatre Festival’s upcoming
production of “Cabaret,” the
excitement of the new season is
beginning with a homecoming.

“I took a run through the [Uni-
versity of Virginia] Grounds this
morning, and it brought back
so many wonderful memories,”
said Steffens, who directed “A
Chorus Line” for the festival in
2018 and recently served as asso-
ciate choreographer for “Into the
Woods” on Broadway. “It feels

like I’m back at home. I’m the
son of a Navy SEAL, so I lived in
13 places before college. UVa was
the first long-term home I’d had.
Culbreth [Theatre] will always be
my artistic home.”

Steffens has worked with
Jenny Wales, artistic director of
the festival, since their student
days in the UVa Department of
Drama. Before a kick-off event
last week at Quirk Hotel Char-
lottesville, they shared their ex-
citement about the new season.

“Cabaret,” which opens July
7 in UVa’s Culbreth Theatre,
sweeps audience members back
to the vibrant nightclub scene of
Weimar Germany, at a time when
authoritarian political changes
were threatening its cultural
diversity and anything-goes

Theater festival marks a
homecoming for director
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University of Virginia graduates dance before Final Exercises behind the Rotunda on Saturday, May 20, 2023.

FINAL EXERCISES

Graduating class
mourns its losses
and celebrates its
triumphs at UVa

CASPCA

Embattled shelter
replaces director

Friedman

DONNING THE KENTE

Student-athletes
killed in Nov. 13
shooting honored
before hundreds

VIRGINIA THEATRE FESTIVAL

Matthew Steffens
returns to direct
‘Cabaret’ for this
July’s festivities
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