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Inside‘Joseph’ cranks up the
lights, energy at Riverside.
VIRGINIA LIVING, A7

Hokies open NCAA softball tournament with decisive win. SPORTS, B1

SYDNEY SHULER
The Daily Progress

Hospitals nationwide are
struggling to find nurses after the
pandemic increased demand —
and burnout — in the industry.

A new nurse-led recruitment
initiative at the University of
Virginia Medical Center is hop-
ing to change that locally. Their
efforts have already seen more
than 200 new nurses join their
ranks.

About 100,000 registered
nurses left the U.S. workforce
over the past two years due to
stress, burnout and retirements,
and another 610,388 reported an
intent to leave by 2027, according
to a study released by the Na-
tional Council of State Boards
of Nursing.

At UVA Medical Center, the
annual graduate recruitment
numbers, which usually fall be-
tween 100 and 150, plummeted
to 80 in 2022.

The pandemic was a major
factor in the “shift,” UVA Health
System recruiter Corinne Lascala
told The Daily Progress.

Nate Ledford, a registered
nurse and staffing resource office
nurse manager at UVA Medical
Center, agreed.

“About six to eight months
into the pandemic, UVA Health
really began feeling the con-
straints of a turnover of clini-
cians and a higher demand for
nurses to be able to provide care

Cloudy skies didn’t dim the excitement as seniors from Culpeper County and Eastern View high schools gathered for graduation cere-
monies at Broman Field and Cyclone Stadium on Saturday morning. Elected speaker Marissa Bartley, bottom left, gives her address, “How
the community has shaped us,” during Culpeper’s ceremony. Eastern View Principal Nathan Bopp, bottom right, hands out diplomas to
graduates as they walk across the stage at Cyclone Stadium. Both ceremonies are available to view on the schools’ YouTube channels.

DIPLOMA DAY: CULPEPER GRADUATES CELEBRATE MILESTONE
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Nurses
take on
staffing
problem
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The first graduate of Culpeper
County Drug Court knows about
lost time, having spent 18 years
incarcerated for drug crimes in
the DMV region.

William “Bill” Joseph Green
Jr., 57, said he eventually reached
the limit where he was done us-
ing PCP, his drug of choice.

“My buddy who is here, one

day I was at his house, something
just come across me … I took the
drugs and gave it to him, said
‘Man, you can have that,’ and
that’s the last day I got high,”
Green said.

The father of a 3-year-old, he
realizes the stakes are high.

“My son was born, I still didn’t
get it, but one day I just woke
up, was looking at him, that’s
enough for me,” Green said of
going cold turkey in 2021. “I did
it on my own, but (drug court)
helped me get the tools to go
out there in society and say, OK
enough is enough. It’s a whole lot
different this time.”

People filled the Culpeper
County Circuit Courthouse
May 9 to celebrate the drug
court graduate, the first to suc-
cessfully complete the more
than year-long program the
county launched in March 2022
as an option to incarceration
for non-violent drug offenders.
A way out for people stuck in
addiction and the legal system,
drug court provides more treat-
ment than punishment, with
strict accountability and peer
support. “Participants agree
to a 14-month intense program

Drug court graduate honored
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Bill Green holds up his certificate for being the first Culpeper County resident
to complete the 14-month Drug Treatment Court program.

UVA HEALTH

Effort helped bring
to health system
over 200 recruits

Local man is the
first to successfully
complete program

Please see UVA HEALTH, Page A5

Please see GRADUATE, Page A5

$49AIR CONDITIONING

SAFETY INSPECTIONHappy
Mother’s
Day

from our moms
to yours!

Built on Trust Since 1976

(540) 212-9362
appletoncampbell.com


