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hundreds of daily puzzles here.

Jessi Looney tops field
Grundy’s E&H-bound senior named 42nd winner 
of Gene ‘Pappy’ Thompson Award for Excellence
SPORTS C1

What’s going on today?
Check out the Bristol Herald Courier’s  
daily calendar listings to find out
CALENDAR A2

SARAH RANKIN
Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — A coalition 
that includes infl uential business 
and advocacy groups wrote this 
week to Virginia lawmakers and 
Gov. Glenn Youngkin, asking 
them to take action to fi ll two 
long-running vacancies on the 
state’s powerful regulatory panel 
that oversees interests ranging 
from utilities to insurance.

Members of the Virginia Rate-
payer Protection 
Alliance, includ-
ing Google, Shell 
Energy, Kroger 
and Amazon Web 
Services, wrote 
Wednesday that 
the General As-
sembly’s failure 
to fi ll two of the 
three spots on 
the State Corporation Commis-
sion is “short-changing” Virgin-
ia’s citizens.

“These Commissioner seats 
have been vacant for too long,” 
the group wrote in the letter, 
which was shared with The 
Associated Press. “While the 
SCC’s highly professional sta�  
is ensuring the Commission 
continues to fulfi ll its statutory 
and constitutional responsibil-
ities, the General Assembly is 
short-changing the citizens of 
the Commonwealth by not elect-
ing judges for two successive 
sessions. This is unacceptable 
and must come to an end with 
an election of two qualifi ed pro-
fessionals to the Commission.”

The SCC’s purview includes 
the regulation of utilities, in-
surance, state-chartered fi -
nancial institutions, railroads, 
business fi lings and other mat-
ters. It typically generates the 
most headlines for its decisions 
in electric utility cases, like its 
ongoing oversight of the imple-
mentation of the Virginia Clean 
Economy Act, a sweeping 2020 
law that mandates a transition 

DAVID MCGEE 
Bristol Herald Courier 

BRISTOL, Va. — Walking 
through the Sugar Hollow Park 
wetlands is a calming, rejuve-
nating opportunity to recon-
nect with nature.

Tucked away within the 
400-acre park at the city’s 
eastern corporate limits, is the 
designated wetlands space — 15 
acres including a bridge trail — 
where visitors can enjoy ponds 
and plants and wildlife along a 
segment of Beaver Creek, just 
a short distance from the park 
roadway.

What many visitors may 

not comprehend is the space 
exists because — more than 
20 years ago — the city got in 
some trouble with its previous 
landfi ll.

Today a team from SCS Ser-
vices is installing the third 
round of gas wells within the 
city’s embattled quarry land-
fi ll. A few years ago city lead-
ers learned their existing gas 
wells weren’t performing and 
a second series of wells was 
completed — all in an e� ort 
to address widespread health 
concerns regarding the stench 
generated by the landfi ll.

History, it seems, can repeat 
itself.

On March 8, 2002, the Vir-
ginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality issued a notice 
of violation because it believed 
there were violations of the 
Air Pollution Control Law at 
the previous city landfi ll — a 
smaller operation near the 
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A turtle peeks out from its watery hiding place inside the Sugar Hollow Park wetlands in Bristol, Virginia.

Empty 
seats are 
raising 
concerns

VIRGINIA SCC

Business and advocacy 
groups hit vacancies on 
regulatory commission

Youngkin

SUGAR HOLLOW WETLANDS

Sugar Hollow’s 
quiet place had 
its roots in old 

landfill misstep

Wooden walkways carry visitors over parts of the 15-acre wetlands 
space, part of the 400-acre Sugar Hollow Park in Bristol, Virginia.
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Please see CONCERNS, Page A6Please see WETLANDS, Page A7

CELEBRATE LIFE
Planning ahead can make all the difference to your family.

Cemetery Promotion
Large Discounts

for 2023 for
New Preneed Purchases

See our ad in Section A
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