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Utah added an estimated 43,500
new jobs in the past 12 months, a 2.6%
year-over-year increase, and the unem-
ployment rate held steady at 2.3% as of
April, state economists reported on Fri-
day.

The state’s unemployment rate was
about a percentage point lower than the
national average of 3.4%, and employ-
ers were still reporting diffi�culty fi�nding
enough workers. At the same time, the
rate of growth had slowed again, if
slightly, dropping by a tenth of a per-
centage point compared to the previous
month and down about half of a per-
centage point since the beginning of the
year. That’s a trend worth keeping a
close eye on, according to Mark Knold,
the chief economist for the Utah De-
partment of Workforce Services.

“Ever so slowly the Utah economy
has decelerated every month this year,”
Knold said.

Still, nearly all industry sectors are
showing growth and the low unemploy-
ment rate suggests hiring is still strong.

“The slowdown isn’t hurting the
economy,” Knold said. “It is probably
just a slowing in population in-migra-
tion that accounts for this gradual job
growth moderation. The supply of
available labor is slowing.”

The total number of job openings
was dropping slightly from the COVID-
era peak reached in 2022, but there
were still plentiful job openings listed
on the state website and elsewhere. The
job growth fi�gures also suggest the
state’s supply of workers is growing.

Private-sector job growth recorded a
2.6% expansion year-over-year, with
nine of the 10 industry groups postings
overall job gains, led by education and
health services (10,300 new jobs), lei-
sure and hospitality (9,400 new jobs),
professional and business services
(6,800), and education and health ser-
vices (6,200).
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St. George's newest golf course is set
to open next week.

The Black Desert Resort Golf Course,
a Tom Weiskopf-designed 18 holes
hacked into the black-rock lava fi�elds
where Ivins butts up against Santa Cla-
ra, is scheduled to open on Saturday,
May 27. Tee times will be open to the
public via online reservation, according
to promotional materials shared by the
course's operators.

The course is opening as construc-
tion continues on the adjoining resort
development, a massive complex
planned to eventually include more
than 1,000 residences, along with a 150-
room hotel and wellness spa. Also in the
works are single-family homes and
commercial lots all moving in around

the resort.
The unique setting, with its sprawl-

ing lava fi�elds and dramatic surround-
ing scenery — the towering red rocks of
Snow Canyon State Park are less than a
mile away — could make the course a
popular destination for serious golfers.
It should also be accessible to casual
players, though, with wide fairways and
a design made "with playability in
mind", according to designers.

Weiskopf, a star golfer who became
one of the country's best-known course
designers, died of pancreatic cancer in
August. Before his death, he narrated a
hole-by-hole fl�yover of the course. The
video is posted on Black Desert's You-
tube channel.

The St. George area already features
a dozen courses, but the Black Desert is
the fi�rst major new addition in several
years.

Opening date set for Black Desert
Resort Golf Course in Ivins

Black Desert Resort Golf Course is scheduled to open on May 27. The newest St.
George course was designed by Tom Weiskopf.
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Zion National Park is reopening its
regular shuttle service to carry passen-
gers in and out of the park’s busy main
canyon.

While visitors can drive into the main
Zion Canyon during the winter months,
the busy summer months require peo-
ple to hop on board one of the 30-plus
shuttles that ferry people past the
park’s most popular sites.

The shuttles, which each carry about
30 visitors, help relieve pollution and
wear-and-tear damage done inside the
main canyon, a relatively small space
that accommodates more than 4 million
people each year.

The shuttles started running Sunday
at 6 a.m. and continue to run into the
evening. Schedules can be subject to
change, depending on conditions. Reg-

ular updates are posted online at
go.nps.gov/ZionShuttle.

There are two types of shuttle lines at
Zion, with one reserved for visitors in-
side the park and the other ferrying pas-
sengers into the park after they’ve
parked in the nearby town of Spring-
dale.

The fi�rst shuttle bus inside the park
leaves the Zion Canyon Visitor Center at
6 p.m., with the last bus leaving at 7 p.m.
For those farther into the canyon, the
last bus leaving the Temple of Sinawava
stop leaves at 8:15 p.m.

For the shuttle service in and out of
Springdale, the fi�rst bus leaves from
Majestic View Lodge at 7 a.m., with the
last bus into town leaving Zion Canyon
Village at 8 p.m.

Zion counted nearly 4.7 million visi-
tors in 2022. Utah’s busiest national
park, it has ranked among the fi�ve most
popular for most of the past decade.

The numbers have nearly doubled

since 2010. Throughout the 1990s and
2000s, the park averaged fewer than
2.5 million visitors per year, but that
number ticked upward quickly in the
2010s and rose to over 4 million by
2016.

The busiest months in 2022 were
May, June and July, with more than
500,000 visitors each month.

The crowds bring worries about
overtourism, with more people bring-
ing more footprints, more trash, and
more wear and tear on the trail sys-
tems and other infrastructure.

Park offi�cials have responded with a
variety of solutions, including ticket-
ing systems for popular attractions like
Zion’s Angels Landing hike and strict
rules for just how many people can be
allowed in any one place at any one
time.

The park had a massive impact on 

Zion National Park returns
to summer shuttle schedule

A line of visitors makes its way into the southern entrance to Zion National Park. Officials reported more than 4.6 million
visitors in 2022, continuing a years-long trend of increased visitation at Utah’s busiest park.
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