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Trib changes
Starting June 20, print edition moves 
to 3-day publication schedule,  B1

Baseball sweep
West clinches series with 9-1 win 
over Lorena, advances to semis,   C1
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In its fi rst few months of ex-
istence, the Crawford Indepen-
dent School District Education 
Foundation has already raised 
$15,000 and gone to seven teach-
ers’ classrooms with oversize 
checks to hand out.

The Crawford ISD Education 
Foundation “sets a high bar” 
for other foundations to follow, 
said Suzi Pagel, a strategist at 
the Foundation Innovations 
consulting fi rm that has helped 
the Crawford group get started. 
Pagel retired in January after 20 
years at the helm of the Midway 
ISD Education Foundation, and 
has been with the consulting 
fi rm for more than a decade.

“They are an enthusiastic 
group of community leaders,” 
Pagel said of the Crawford group. 
“All of them have a great passion 
for educating Crawford students. 
I don’t remember any other 
group organizing, fundraising 
and awarding grants in such a 
short time period. I’m going to 
use them as a fi ne example of a 
way to organize and impact pub-
lic education for a long time.”

The goal is to help the foun-
dation become a sustainable or-
ganization that will be around to 
help the district for generations 
to come.

“The communities want to 
support their public schools. 
They often just don’t know 
how,” Pagel said. “One way that 
they can do that is by establish-
ing a nonprofi t corporation that 
is independent from the school 
district but works hand-in-hand 
with them to look for best ways 
to support innovative and cre-
ative education.”

One way the young organi-
zation has started to inspire in-
novation in Crawford ISD is by 
awarding grant money. On May 
11, the foundation surprised 
teachers across all of the dis-
trict’s three schools with seven 
big checks.

Crawford Middle School math 
teacher Rachel Corbett said she 
was on the fence about applying 
for the $976 grant she received 
to fund her new mobile math 
teaching technology. 

“I almost didn’t do it,” Cor-
bett said. “It was about 11:30 
the night before and I was like, 
‘I’m not doing this. I’m just 
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Property values across Mc-
Lennan County have jumped 
by double-digits, meaning tax-
payers may face higher tax bills 
unless cities, school districts 
and the county can adjust tax 
rates accordingly. Taxing entities 
have begun their juggling acts as 
preparations begin for a new bud-
get year.

McLennan County o�  cials 
likely will have about $2.8 billion 
more in property value at their 
disposal compared with last year. 
Chief Appraiser Joe Don Bobbitt 
said he foresees a year-over-year 
jump from $24 billion to $26.8 
billion by the time 2023 taxable 
property values are certifi ed. 
Preliminary estimates have val-
ues reaching $29 billion, a number 
that will fall during appeals.

“We must have preliminary 
estimates made by April 30, and 
have until July 25 to certify the 
rolls,” Bobbitt said of the McLen-
nan County Appraisal District. 
“Normally we’re within a few 
percent of what we estimate, but 
stu�  happens. It depends on what 
the Legislature does, how the pro-
tests go.”

Bobbitt said his o�  ce has held 
meetings with neighborhood 
groups and most recently vis-

ited the Veterans One Stop on La 
Salle Avenue to discuss property 
appraisals and their importance 
to setting tax rates. The Appraisal 
Review Board continues to hear 
from taxpayers protesting their 
values.

“Many are concerned that in-
creased values directly increase 
taxes,” Bobbitt said, referring to 
a common misconception that 
overlooks the role of tax rates. 
“We’re seeing a similar number 
of protests as last year, and expect 
around 19,000, but people gener-
ally understand how the system 
works. They may not agree with it, 
but are not as angry as they were 
in the past.” 

Last year, some homeown-
ers went ballistic receiving ap-
praisals refl ecting a nearly 30% 

median increase in home values 
year-over-year. The jump for 
single-family homes this year is 
closer to 10%.

The total countywide tax base, 
meanwhile, is up by about 21% 
compared to last year, according 
to preliminary estimates that do 
not account for reductions ex-
pected with protests. Protests are 
expected to knock the jump down 
to 12%.

Lorena’s total tax base, for one, 
is up by 22%, not accounting for 
expected protests, while McGre-
gor, Woodway and Waco are up 
by 13% each, according to MCAD 
estimates.

Among school districts, Lo-
rena Independent School District 
is seeing the biggest jump in tax 
base, at 19%, with La Vega ISD at 

17%, and Waco ISD and Midway 
ISD at almost 12% each.

While Connally ISD’s tax base 
is up by almost 14%, individual 
home values in the district are 
seeing a median increase of about 
15%, more than any other district, 
Bobbitt said last month when he 
mailed out property appraisals to 
homeowners.

“Connally ISD has the highest 
increase due to the state property 
value study results indicating that 
the appraised values last year were 
too low,” Bobbitt said last month. 
“We’re working with Connally 
ISD to appeal those fi ndings, but 
it could be several months. If the 
state fi nds the values are too low 
for three years in a row then the 
school district will lose some of its 
state funding.” 

State funding separates school 
districts from other taxing enti-
ties. If property values go up, state 
allocations likely go down, Mid-
way ISD Superintendent Chris 
Allen said.

“No matter how much we col-
lect, $1 or $1 million, the amount 
of money we get per student does 
not change,” Allen said. “The state 
funds us a basic allotment. Any-
thing in excess of that allotment, it 
uses for its purposes. Essentially, 
the state sets that portion of the 
tax rate used for maintenance and 
operations, while the district has 
sole authority to set the amount 
used to retire debt, but it can’t be 
changed without voter approval.”

Tax base climbing by $2.8B
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Homeowners wait for a property tax workshop with local o�  cials earlier this month, sponsored by Grassroots Community Development at Trinity 
AME Church. With a total taxable value of $13.3 billion, single-family homes represent the highest-value property category in McLennan County’s 
$29 billion tax base, though both of those totals are expected to come down as owners protest their valuations.

Crawford 
foundation 
‘sets a 
high bar’
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Waco Fire Station No. 4 could 
fi nd a new home on La Salle Av-
enue by 2027 as the Waco Fire 
Department looks to upgrade its 
63-year-old facility near Baylor 
University. Design is also com-
ing along for the planned Station 
No. 15 on Panther Way, meant to 
improve Waco’s response times 

at the southwest edge of the city.
Waco Fire Chief Gregory Sum-

mers said Station No. 4’s current 
facility at 1002 Speight Ave., 
built in 1960, is a small and out-
dated building on a lot with little 
room for expansion. The prop-
erty — with about 3,500 square 
feet of living area and 4,000 
square feet of paved area, ac-
cording to the McLennan County 
Appraisal District — is too small 
to upgrade to meet the growing 
department’s needs and only has 
room to house one fi retruck, he 
said.

“We have to move it o�  that 
property because the property is 
not big enough to update like we 

need to update for a present-day 
fi re station,” Summers said.

The new station is planned 
for a lot on La Salle Avenue be-
tween Eighth and Ninth streets 
that the city bought from Baylor 
last year. Summers said it would 
have three bays able to house 
vehicles for the multi-company 
operation, with room for a fi re 
engine, ladder truck and a third 
company vehicle. The three-bay 
setup is similar to the proposed 
design for Fire Station No. 15.

Also in line with current de-
signs, Station No. 4 will upgrade 
to Jack-and-Jill bathrooms to 
support separate living quarters 
for male and female fi refi ghters, 

Summers said.
“It’s not new in the fi re ser-

vice, but the older your fi re sta-
tions, less likely they are gen-
der-friendly,” he said. 

Each new station will be 
equipped with large washing 
machines made to extract car-
cinogens from fi refi ghters’ gear, 
which Station No. 4 does not 
currently have the plumbing 
capacity for, he said.

A request to start the design 
phase will go to city council 
late this year, with selection of 
a design fi rm slated for April or 
May of next year, according to a 

City plans 2 new fire stations
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Fire Station No. 4 was built in 1960 on 
Speight Avenue. The department has 
outgrown the 63-year-old building, 
and is starting on plans to relocate the 
station to La Salle Avenue by 2027, Chief 
Gregory Summers said.

Expansion 
planned in growing 
area, relocation 
eyed near Baylor

Home values up 10%, 
county expects protests 
from 19,000 owners

Single-family home values are seeing a median 10% increase compared 
to last year, lower than last year’s 30% jump from 2021.

New group backing 
school district gives 
1st round of grants
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