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Dr. Kirsten Lodge was named Har-
din Professor for 2023 during Midwest-
ern State University’s commencement
ceremony May 13. 

Lodge is a professor of English and
humanities in the Prothro-Yeager Col-
lege of Humanities & Social Sciences.
Hardin Professor is the highest honor
bestowed upon a faculty member at

the university each year.
Lodge joined the

MSU Texas faculty in
2011. She holds two doc-
torate degrees with dis-
tinction from Columbia
University. One is in
Russian language and
literature and the other

is in Czech language and literature. 
She also holds a master of art in his-

tory and philosophy of art and archi-
tecture from the Central European Uni-
versity in Prague, as well as a bachelor
of art (summa cum laude) with double
majors in Russian and Soviet studies
and Russian language and literature
from Cornell University.

Lodge is fl�uent in Russian, Czech
and French, profi�cient in Ukrainian,
German, and Spanish, and also knows
some Italian. 

As a literary translator, her consid-
erable research and scholarly activities
focus on translations of signifi�cant
works in Russian and Czech literature. 

Colleagues value her wealth of
knowledge about humanities and ex-
perience with the world she brings to
bear in every class she teaches.

The Hardin Foundation for Wichita
County established the annual award
in 1962 for a member of the MSU facul-
ty whose teaching and research during
the preceding 12 months has brought
distinction to the faculty member and
the institution. 

The award carries with it a stipend
of $5,000. Lodge is the 63rd professor
to receive the honor. 

Individual college faculty awards
also were announced at commence-
ment. These awards were decided by a
committee of their peers within their
respective colleges.

Dillard College of Business Admini-
stration

h Excellence in Scholarship: Dr.
Sanchari Choudhury

h Excellence in Teaching: Dr. Kris
Tilker

Gordon T. & Ellen West College of
Education

h Excellence in Scholarship: Dr.
Emily Reaves

h Excellence in Teaching: Dr. Timo-
thy Hinchman

Lamar D. Fain College of Fine Arts
h Excellence in Scholarship: Steve

Hilton
h Excellence in Teaching: Jonathon

Quam
Robert D. & Carol Gunn College of

Health Sciences & Human Services
h Excellence in Scholarship: Dr.

Beth Veale
h Excellence in Teaching: Catherine

Earley
Prothro-Yeager College of Human-

ities & Social Sciences
h Excellence in Scholarship: Dr.

John Schulze
h Excellence in Teaching: Dr. K. Lee

Gagum
McCoy College of Science, Mathe-

matics & Engineering
h Excellence in Scholarship: Dr. Mi-

chelle Knox
h Excellence in Teaching: Candice

Fulton
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LONDON – Deep-sea researchers
have completed the fi�rst full-size digital
scan of the Titanic, showing the entire
wreck in unprecedented detail and clar-
ity, the companies behind a new docu-
mentary on the wreck said Thursday. 

Using two remotely operated sub-
mersibles, a team of researchers spent
six weeks last summer in the North At-
lantic mapping the whole shipwreck
and the surrounding 3-mile debris fi�eld,
where personal belongings of the ocean
liner’s passengers, such as shoes and
watches, were scattered. 

Richard Parkinson, founder and chief
executive of deep-sea exploration fi�rm
Magellan, estimated that the resulting
data – including 715,000 images – is 10

times larger than any underwater 3D
model ever attempted before. 

“It’s an absolutely one-to-one digital
copy, a ‘twin,’ of the Titanic in every de-
tail,” said Anthony Geff�en, head of docu-
mentary maker Atlantic Productions.

The Titanic was on its maiden voyage
from Southampton, England, to New
York City when it hit an iceberg off� New-
foundland in the North Atlantic on April
15, 1912. The luxury ocean liner sank
within hours, killing about 1,500 people. 

The wreck, discovered in 1985, lies
some 12,500 feet under the sea, about
435 miles off� the coast of Canada. 

Geff�en says previous images of the
Titanic were often limited by low light
levels, and only allowed viewers to see
one area of the wreck at a time. He said
the new photorealistic 3D model cap-
tures both the bow and stern section,

which had separated upon sinking, in
clear detail – including the serial num-
ber on the propeller. 

Researchers have spent seven
months rendering the large amount of
data they gathered, and a documen-
tary on the project is expected to come
out next year. But beyond that, Geff�en
says he hopes the new technology will
help researchers work out details of
how the Titanic met its fate and allow
people to interact with history in a
fresh way.

“All our assumptions about how it
sank, and a lot of the details of the Ti-
tanic, comes from speculation, be-
cause there is no model that you can
reconstruct, or work exact distances,”
he said. “This quality of the scan will
allow people in the future to walk
through the Titanic themselves.” 

The new photorealistic 3D model of the Titanic captures both the bow and stern section, which had separated upon
sinking, in clear detail – including the serial number on the propeller. ATLANTIC/MAGELLAN VIA AP

3D scan shows Titanic
shipwreck in new light
Sylvia Hui
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Wichita Falls may embark on an up-
date of its Airport Master Plan to set the
stage for creation of a new industrial
park there.

Transportation Director John Burrus
told members of the city’s Economic
Development Corporation Thursday

there are some potential sites for indus-
trial development near the airport, in-
cluding the old Sheppard Air Force Base
golf course.

“Sheppard asked us to do a study on
three sites so they so they would have
something to take to their leadership,”
Burrus said.

He said his department also contact-
ed the Federal Aviation Administration,
which suggested the city consider up-

dating its airport master plan.
“It’s been 15 years since we updated

the last master plan. In that time we
built the new terminal. The FAA ap-
proved funds in early April and are
willing to pay 90 percent of the cost,
which is $760,000,” Burrus said.

The study would evaluate up to
three locations near the airport for 

Airport plan update could
lead to new industry, service
Lynn Walker
Wichita Falls Times Record News
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Kelsey Weldon didn’t think she’d
make it to graduation day at MSU Texas. 

But against the odds, she walked the
stage on May 13 at Midwestern State
University’s commencement ceremony
and received her master’s degree in
school counseling.

The past year was not easy for her. 
Since graduating cum laude from

MSU Texas with her bachelor’s in kine-
siology in 2018, Weldon had worked as a

fi�fth-grade science teacher in her home-
town of Jacksboro. That’s in addition to
being a mom of two children under 5. 

On March 21, 2022, an F-4 tornado
destroyed the elementary school and
her home. Not only did her workplace
get moved, but she was now without a
home.

“We moved from elementary to mid-
dle school and continued with classes,
and my family of four moved into a
camper,” she said. 

“I then changed jobs and took on
coaching for the last two semesters. Be-

tween being a mom,
wife, student, teacher
and coach, I wore a lot
of hats, and at times I
did not think I would
make it,” Weldon said. 

Graduating from col-
lege already seemed like

a long shot to Weldon because she was
a fi�rst-generation student. She also
struggled with reading, writing and
spelling because of dyslexia. 

Devastating tornado, lifelong dyslexia
couldn’t conquer this MSU grad
Kathy Floyd
MSU Texas

Weldon

See GRADUATE, Page 2A


