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Bible
verse

“But the wisdom that comes from
heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full
of mercy and good fruit, impartial
and sincere.” (James 3:17)
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BY JESSICA T. PAYNE
jpayne@tylerpaper.com

A Bullard neighborhood is
all too familiar with a stretch
of FM 346 West that runs be-
tween County Road 188 and
FM 344. Residents say they can
still picture body bags in their
driveway and hear the sound of
vehicles crashing at the curve.

According to a Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation report,
there have been 14 crashes at
the curve since January 2020
involving 16 vehicles and 20
people. Three of those crashes

resulted in fatalities.
Residents who live on or

close to the crash site — a curve
that winds around a pond on
the property of Jan and Todd
Schneider — say there have
been many more dating back
to the time they moved to the
area.

The Schneiders have seen
body bags in their driveway
and held hands with people
in critical condition. They’ve
helped numerous drivers after
their vehicles landed in the
nearby pond or been there to
console them immediately af-

ter a crash. They’ve even had
their power cut from downed
power lines.

Todd Schneider said he has
lived in his home for eight
years and believes the number
of crashes is more than 20 in
that period.

“We live on the curve —
west side, where most of the
accidents occur,” he said. “We
have assisted drivers that have
been life-flighted to the hospi-
tal; we have helped people out
of the pond; we have had body

Editor’s Note: This is part of a series
of stories profiling graduating high
school seniors in Smith County.

BY JENNIFER SCOTT
jscott@tylerpaper.com

Underneath a cool, easy go-
ing demeanor lies a Tyler High
School senior who is bursting
with motivation and passion.

“I’m surrounded by people
who have done
big things and
accomplished a
lot, I don’t want
to be given any-
thing or spoon-
fed anything,”
said Brian Curry,
senior at Tyler
High School. “You
want to be better
for yourself and
that’s what I strive towards.”

With wrestling, swimming and
boxing in his repertoire through-
out his high school career, his
post-graduation plan is to serve
a higher, noble cause — the Navy
SEALs.

“I was going into the Air Force
but switched to the Navy at the
last second,” Curry said. “And
my thought process was the only
way I’m going into the Navy is if
I go SEAL.”

Established by President John
F. Kennedy in 1962, the Navy
SEALs (Sea, Air and Land Teams)
are a nimble, elite maritime mili-
tary force suited for all aspects of
unconventional warfare, accord-
ing to navy.com.

Often providing immediate mil-
itary relief in crises around the
world, the Navy SEALs’ responsi-
bilities include:

■ Conducting insertions and
extractions by sea, air or land
to accomplish covert, Special
Warfare/Special Operations
missions
■ Capturing high-value enemy

From Staff Reports

H
undreds of
Tyler Legacy
High School
seniors

closed a chapter
Friday night, ready to
embark on the next
phase of their lives.

The Tyler Legacy
Class of 2023 cele-
brated its graduation
ceremony Friday night
at Christus Trinity
Mother Frances Rose
Stadium. A total of 537
seniors were qualified
to graduate.

Principal Geoffrey
Sherman welcomed
attendees and Student
Council President Lo-
relai Walker delivered
the invocation.

Valedictorian Amy
Knarr and Class
Salutatorian Rushil
Sajjan addressed their
peers and celebrated
the Class of 2023 for its
accomplishments and
many accolades.

As a way to close out
the night, the school’s
alma mater had words
that ring true for
the graduates’ next
adventures. The words
include, in part:

“... As we go we will
hold dear the mem-
ories we all share.
And we promise to
be faithful and honor
the name we bear.
Whatever battles lie
before us we shall have
victory. Our hearts
will ever be true to our
Legacy!”

View more photos at
www.tylerpaper.com.
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Bullard residents describe life near deadly curve
Courtesy

Bullard
residents
rush to assist
a driver at
a past crash
that hap-
pened on FM
346 West. 14
crashes have
occurred at
this curve
since January
of 2020.

Tyler grad
ready for
training
with SEALs

Brian Curry
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LASTING LEGACY
Tyler Legacy High School Class of 2023 celebrates graduation

Les Hassell
Tyler Morning
Telegraph Photos

Above: Graduating
seniors wave to loved
ones as they make
their way onto the field
during Tyler Legacy High
School’s graduation
ceremony Friday at
Christus Trinity Mother
Frances Rose Stadium.
Left: Salutatorian Rushil
Sajjan celebrates after
collecting his diploma.


