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Don’t look now but Alonzo
Harris is looking like his
former MVP self this season.
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children. They have cheered
each other during professional
successes. And they have been
there for each other during
periods of sadness and mourn-
ing.

“I just feel that the friends I
made throughout my life have
been the best part of my life,”
said Graciela Botello, 86, who
runs the office at her son’s
Driving Academy, All-Tex and
beat a bout with cancer in 2018
and has remained optimistic
throughout her life, all with
her friends by her side.

“I feel that I have a commit-

The graduates of Ursuline
Academy Class of 1956 have a
special message that they want
to pass along to graduating
seniors: Don’t forget each oth-
er.

All in their mid-80s, the
women gather regularly for
reunions (the 66th reunion was
in October), birthday clubs and
other special occasions. They
have been there for each other
for their weddings, the births
of their babies and their grand-

ment and responsibility to
nurture that friendship and it
does take commitment and
respect and love.”

Originally, there were 34
women from this class, in-
cluding the late Gracie Ramirez
— the first female superin-
tendent of Laredo Independent
School District. Now there are
26 members who remain active
in the community.

“I have to tell you that Au-
rorita Dominguez Cruz has
been a wonderful leader,” Bo-
tello said. “She has somehow

Grads continues on A8
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Pictured is some of the 1956 class from Ursuline Academy.Top row -- Joanne B. Maddox, Lydia Z.
Jarman, Rosemary M. Lopez, Socorro S. Trevino, Olga V. Herr (McAllen), Rebecca G. Salido,
Graciela C. Botello, Manuelita G. Pena (McAllen).Bottom row -- Rosario G. Pope (McAllen),
Christina M. Martinez (McAllen), Rosario G. Cuellar, Aurora D. Cruz, Beatriz P. Quiroz and
Miriam M. Resendez (N.L.).

Passing alongwisdom
to graduating seniors
UrsulineAcademy1956 class discusses the bond they've formed

nearly 70 years after graduation

By Valerie Godines
LAREDO MORNING TIMES

Mercurio Martinez Jr., who
currently serves as a board
member at Laredo College,
was severely burnedduring an
incident a few weeks ago at a
ranch.

Martinez Jr. slipped and fell
into a fire as he was sent to a
hospital in San Antonio. He is
the current LC Board of Trust-
ees District Place 3 and he also
served as Webb County Judge
from 1991 to 2002.

Although his prognosis
seems to be OK, according to
his family he did suffer third-
degree burns and his road to
recovery will take some time.

The news was confirmed to
LMT by his son, Mercurio
Martinez III,who is the former
city councilmember for Dis-
trict III andwas the runner-up
in the most recent mayoral
race.

“My father slipped and fell
into a burning pile of brush
during avisit to the ranch early

LC boardmember
hospitalizedwith
third-degree burns
By Jorge A. Vela
LAREDO MORNING TIMES
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The end of Title 42 has not
created the major disaster
many worried about, espe-
cially in the Laredo border
sector, as the mayor and sev-
eral other agencies have re-
ported that good preparation
and seemingly lower numbers
have led to the city being in
good shape when it comes to
migrant totals.

Although migrant figures
have been steady, the number

of people trying to cross ille-
gally is still not yet known as
those records are reported
monthly. However, many are
touting that the strong prep-
aration from CBP and the
changes by the Biden admin-
istration in immigration poli-
cy has helped quell the prob-
lem.

“The city is still seeing
transfers of migrants but
nothing to what was original-
ly anticipated — primarily
due to a number of changes in

Mayor credits
immigration changes,
preparedness for
border success
By Jorge A. Vela
LAREDO MORNING TIMES

Jason Mack/Laredo Morning Times

Laredo Mayor Dr. Victor Trevino speaks at a press
conference discussing the city's preparations for the end of
Title 42, as the Holding Institute Program Director Joe
Barron and Catholic Charities Executive Director Rebecca
Solloa look on Wednesday, May 10, 2023.

Border continues on A7

James Alvarado stared at the
22 white crosses for people he
did not know.

One cross stands in Uvalde’s
plaza for each victim of the
massacre. Another is for the
husband of a teacher who died
of a heart attack — a broken
heart, people say— twodays af-

ter his wife was murdered.
Mementos huddle around

each cross. Purple balloons for
Makenna Lee Elrod. A stuffed
giraffe for Rojelio Fernandez
Torres.

From his seat on a metal
bench, Alvarado, 40, motioned
his head toward two crosses
linked with garland. Annabell
Guadalupe Rodriguez and Xa-
vier James Lopez, the 10-year-

old sweethearts who died in
their classroom together. Their
crosses stand side by side in
this memorial surrounding a
pool and bubbling fountain.

The lovebirds. That’s what
Alvarado calls them. But he
never knew them in life. Or any
of them, really.

He’d met Irma Garcia and
Eva Mireles — the teachers

Ayear after the shooting, Uvalde Strong
is a part of the Texas town’s landscape

Uvalde continues on A10

Themassacre's aftermath also remains. And its reach extendsway
beyondRobbElementary School.

By Andrea Ball
STAFF WRITER


