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I
n Alyssa Barrera Mason’s offi�ce, there is a wall full of framed art from local artists and

photographers, an article about her from The Bend magazine and a photo of her grand-

mother taken at a Loew’s on Chaparral Street in 1946. h The color pink is noticeable in

small hints around the room, mirroring the rosy outlook of the executive director of Corpus

Christi’s Downtown Management District. h Barrera Mason has been part of the organization

since 2018, but has worked for the city since 2011. She said she grew up on stories about down-

town Corpus Christi from her mother that “romanticized” the area for her.

From left, Monica
Ellison, owner of
20/20 Vintage speaks
to Alyssa Barrera
Mason and Aalec
O’Donnell, with the
Downtown
Management District,
in K Space during
ArtWalk on May 5 in
Corpus Christi. ANGELA

PIAZZA/CALLER-TIMES

‘Heart of the city’
Downtown Corpus Christi’s growth to continue

Editor’s note: This
story is the fi�nal in a
three-part series
diving into the history
of development of
downtown Corpus
Christi, efforts to
revitalize it and the
goals of business
owners and local
leaders for its
continued growth.
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Nueces County Judge Connie Scott
gave her fi�rst State of the County ad-
dress on Friday, discussing collabora-
tion she said is happening within the
Commissioners Court and community
with the goal of improving the county.

The annual event was hosted by the
United Corpus Christi Chamber of Com-
merce. This year’s theme was “Embrac-
ing Unity, Building Our Community,”
with each speaker emphasizing the im-
portance of working together.

“I was sworn into offi�ce Jan. 1, and
since then, all of us have been working
hard to restore civility, integrity and
transparency to the Nueces County
court,” Nueces County Judge Connie
Scott said in her fi�rst State of the County
address.

Each commissioner spoke at this
year’s event, detailing projects and ini-
tiatives within their precincts including
improvements at Hazel Bazemore and
West Haven parks, the rebuilding of the
county’s Bob Hall Pier, funding for
school safety and security, and low or
no-cost medical clinics and outreach
programs throughout the county.

Commissioners Court

Scott was sworn in as Nueces County
judge in January. She previously served
as a Texas state representative for Dis-
trict 34 from 2011 to 2014.

Speakers including Sheriff� J.C. Hoop-
er and Commissioners Robert Hernan-
dez, John Marez and Brent Chesney
mentioned newfound unity and col-
laboration within the Commissioners
Court during their presentations.

“Since taking offi�ce, Judge Scott has
been committed to ensuring accessibility,

Takeaways from Nueces County’s State of the County 
Ashlee Burns
Corpus Christi Caller Times
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Nueces County Judge Connie Scott
delivers the State of the County
address with county commissioners
on Friday in Robstown.
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