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Knoxville man charged with leaving scene of fatal accident
Staff  Reports

A Knoxville man is in 
custody on a $150,000 bond 
after Blount County depu-
ties arrested him in connec-
tion with an accident last 
Sunday, May 14, that they 
say resulted in the death of a 
Kodak man.

Jeremy Shaun Valentine, 
31, of Tipton Station Road, 
Knoxville, has been charged 
with leaving the scene of 
an accident with an injury, 
a felony, in connection with 
the accident in Seymour. 
A Blount County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce post on Facebook said 
additional charges “could be 

forthcoming.”
Deputies 

arrested 
Valentine on 
Friday evening, 
May 19, and 
he is scheduled 
to appear at a 
9 a.m. hear-
ing Monday, 

May 22, in Blount County 
General Sessions Court.

BCSO says that Charles 
R. Clark, 75, of Kodak 
was traveling east on 
Cunningham Road West 
after 3 p.m. May 14 when 
a late model, blue, full-
size pickup truck that was 
heading west crossed the 

centerline, struck Clark’s 
2018 Nissan Rogue head-on, 
and then � ed the scene.

Clark and his wife, � eresa 
Clark, 71, were taken to 
the University of Tennessee 
Medical Center by AMR 
Ambulance Service. 
� eresa Clark was treated 
and released, but BCSO 
reported, “Charles Clark 
passed away due to his inju-
ries Wednesday evening.”

Multiple sheri� ’s depu-
ties worked with other law 
enforcement agencies on the 
case, according to BCSO. 
Friday they identi� ed the 
vehicle, a late model Dodge 
Ram pickup truck, and then 

Valentine as its owner and 
the suspect in the hit and 
run accident, the post said. 
Deputies reported that they 
took Valentine into custody 
Friday evening at a location 
on Tipton Station Road and 
found his damaged truck at 
a Knoxville automobile body 
shop.

“I am very pleased we were 
able to identify and arrest 
the person who was respon-
sible for this tragic accident,” 
Sheri�  James Berrong said 
in the post. “Several deputies 
worked long hours through-
out the week, following-up 
on multiple leads, to iden-
tify the suspect and the 

vehicle in this hit-and-run 
accident. I am pleased that 
we were able to bring some 
closure to Mrs. Clark and 
her family, but it saddens me 
that someone died due to 
Mr. Valentine’s negligence. 
It was made worse when 
he � ed the scene instead of 
owning up to his respon-
sibility. My condolences to 
the Clark family. We pray 
this arrest brings you some 
closure.”

Berrong thanked not only 
the deputies and other law 
enforcement agencies that 
worked on the investigation 
but also people who assisted 
by providing leads.

Jeremy Shaun 
Valentine

Culture in the air

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES

Vendors fi lled any open space left after the performers took their stages. Visitors could easily fi ll the day exploring at Townsend’s Scottish 
Festival and Games.

Bagpipes bring
sound of Scotland 
to during Scottish 
Festival and Games
AMY BETH MILLER
amybeth.miller@thedailytimes.com

Your senses will tell you the 41st 
Annual Scottish Festival and Games 
in Townsend this weekend is dif-
ferent than other events. You’ll see 
the kilts on men, women and chil-
dren, smell and perhaps even taste 
the haggis, and hear the distinctive 
sound of bagpipes.

Blount County 
commission 
defers vote 
on tax rate
MARIAH FRANKLIN
mariah.franklin@thedailytimes.com

With a crowd of dozens packed into 
their meeting room, Blount County 
Commissioners deferred the � rst of 
two votes on a new property tax levy 
� ursday .

� e postponement is meant to give 
one of the county’s committees time 
to revise the government’s proposed 
budget for the next � scal year.

Changing the budget proposal 
would enable o�  cials to set a new 
tax rate at or “very, very close to” the 
revenue-neutral rate certi� ed by the 
state, rather than at a higher dollar 
amount.

County Mayor Ed Mitchell asked 
the commission to delay the vote 
at the start of the meeting. “� ere’s 
no doubt we’re feeling the e� ects 
through the economy, feeling the 
impact of the growth from folks 
moving in here,” Mitchell said.

He added that he’d been in contact 
with state o�  cials. He reported that 
they’d told him it would be possible 
to postpone the � rst vote and still 
hold a June 5 public hearing planned 
ahead of a � nal vote on the levy.

Commissioners agreed to his 
request, removing the vote from the 
meeting’s agenda. � ey also sus-
pended their rules to allow members 
of the public to talk about the levy at 
the outset of the meeting, rather than 
at the end, when commissioners typ-
ically take comments on issues that 
aren’t on their agenda.

REAPPRAISAL
� e move comes in a reappraisal 

year for the county. Property Assessor 
Todd Orr has said that a primary 
� nding from the 2023 reappraisal 
was a substantial rise in residential 
property values: � at increase has 
left many residents anxious about the 
reappraisal’s implications for their tax 
bills.

SCOTT KELLER | THE DAILY TIMES

Meghan McElinney plays for a judge in the bagpipe competition at the Scottish Festival 
and Games. The green, rolling countryside in Townsend provided an idyllic setting for the 
pipe and drum events. See TAX, 12ASee FESTIVAL, 6A


