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Benefi�ts, drawbacks of SD’s fi�rst
sanctioned HS softball season
SPORTS, 1B
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G
raduating from high school is an important part of any young person’s life. h It shows they’ve

offi�cially made it to adulthood, and they’ve accomplished the average 13 years it takes to progress

from kindergarten to being a senior in high school. h This rite of passage means a lot to diff�erent

people. Here’s what fi�ve seniors from Sioux Falls’ Class of 2023 had to say about the symbolism

of graduation, and their future plans after commencement. h All fi�ve will graduate during commencement

ceremonies Sunday at Sioux Falls Arena.

Lincoln High School — 
Mhiretab ‘Tab’ Tsegaye

Lincoln High School senior Mhiretab
“Tab” Tsegaye said God has blessed him
with the ability to overcome a lot −�and
the evidence of that has shaped his life,
his health and his educational journey.

Tsegaye overcame cultural barriers
and diff�erences when his family came to
the U.S. in 2009 after living in Kenya
and Ethiopia for much of his childhood.

And he was forced to overcome the
loss of his best friend, Barry Grieve, in a
fatal rollover car crash three and a half
years ago.

Grieve and Tsegaye were driving on
icy roads on Interstate 229 north of the
26th Street exit after a high school vol-
leyball game when then 15-year-old
Grieve lost control of the vehicle. Grieve

was pronounced dead at the scene, and
then 16-year-old Tsegaye was transport-
ed to Avera McKennan Hospital with
life-threatening injuries at the time.

Grief spread across the community,
with hundreds attending a vigil to pray
for Grieve and Tsegaye and fellow bas-
ketball players donning “BG” patches on

their jerseys in tribute to their fallen
teammate.

After the crash, Tsegaye overcame
circumstances once again after wak-
ing up 16 days into a medically-in-
duced coma, several surgeries to ad-
dress head trauma, a broken jaw and
other injuries from the crash. He even
had to learn how to dribble a basket-
ball again.

Once Tsegaye got the all-clear from
his doctors, he started playing basket-
ball again, and in his fi�rst game after
the accident, he held onto the basket-
ball on his hip a few seconds after ti-
poff� in memory of Grieve. His moment
of recognition for his friend heard ap-
plause from both sides of the game:
LHS fans and Aberdeen Central 

On to the next chapter

Lincoln High School senior Mhiretab “Tab” Tsegaye poses for a portrait on the Lincoln High School steps on Monday.
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Sioux Falls’ Class of 2023 shares why graduation is so important

Morgan Matzen Sioux Falls Argus Leader | USA TODAY NETWORK

“It was just a crazy

comeback. It was an

unbelievable thing, but

that’s what God does −�

makes miracles happen.”
Mhiretab “Tab” Tsegaye,

Lincoln High School senior

See GRADUATION, Page 6A

There’s a lack of civil legal aid ser-
vices across South Dakota, and a
group of three legal aid services have
come together to publish a report illus-
trating the need for services.

The recetly published statewide le-
gal needs assessment was a partner-
ship between East River Legal Ser-
vices, Dakota Plains Legal Services
and Access to Justice. The study sur-
veyed and conducted in-depth inter-
views with community partners and
potential clients across South Dakota.

“We’re really in a crisis when it
comes to civil legal access to courts,”
said Lea Wroblewski, the East River
Legal Services executive director. She
noted the crisis isn’t unique to South
Dakota, but rather the nation. 

What is unique to the South Dakota
civil legal crisis is the lack of lawyers in
rural areas, leaving people to represent
themselves in court. The study also
surveyed populations that commonly 

Assessment
outlines
civil legal
‘crisis’ in SD
Annie Todd
Sioux Falls Argus Leader
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See LEGAL AID, Page 2A

Nobody knows exactly how many
women are traveling out of the state
for abortions, but several advocacy
groups say they’ve helped more than
75 South Dakotans with abortions in
other states in the fi�rst three months of
2023, continuing a trend that predates
the triggering of the state’s abortion
ban last summer.

Some of those women sat in their
vehicle just past the Minnesota or
Wyoming borders as a doctor pre-
scribed medication over the phone to
end their pregnancy.

Others drove more than 10 hours
round-trip to a clinic — taking off� work
and paying for a hotel and gas.

Before and after
ban, South
Dakotans seek
abortions in
other states
Makenzie Huber
South Dakota Searchlight

See ABORTIONS, Page 2A


