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More news, fresher news

Tim Scott is making a big bet
that Republican voters are ready
for a presidential candidate who
talks more about hope than fear,
urges people to move past their
grievances, and strikes an opti-

mistic tone on the campaign
trail.
It’s an approach that stands in

stark contrast with how many of
the party’s leading candidates
plan to appeal to Republican
voters in 2024
Scott formally entered the

presidential field Friday, filing
paperwork with the Federal
Election Commission to join a

race that includes former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, former
South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley, former Arkansas Gov.
Asa Hutchinson and entrepre-
neur Vivek Ramaswamy. That
field also is expected to eventu-
ally include Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis and former Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence, among others
hopefuls.

Scott is also set to hold an
event Monday at his alma ma-
ter, Charleston Southern Uni-
versity in North Charleston, to
speak publicly about his deci-

sion, where he’s expected to
reiterate an optimistic vision for
the country’s future and his role

SC’s Tim Scott runs
for president with
optimistic message
BY JOSEPH BUSTOS AND ALEX
ROARTY
jbustos@thestate.com
aroarty@mcclatchydc.com

GREG NASH

Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.) arrives for an all-senators briefing on April 19 at
the Capitol in Washington.

SEE SCOTT, 4A

COLUMBIA, S.C.
An impasse over how much

money to send to Clemson Uni-
versity, the University of South
Carolina and the Medical Uni-
versity of South Carolina is
holding up a budget deal that
includes raises for state employ-
ees, money to increase mini-
mum teacher pay and millions
of dollars to freeze college tui-
tion rates.
Lawmakers wanted to com-

plete budget work by the end of
the month, but the lack of a deal
this week from a legislative
conference committee puts
meeting a self-imposed June 1
deadline in jeopardy.
Because of the impasse, the

plan for House members to
come into session Wednesday to
vote on a budget deal is now
canceled, and will meet at the
call of the chair.
As lawmakers try to workout

differences, they do have one
option to keep the state oper-
ating after the start of the next
fiscal year, which begins July 1.
The House already has adopt-

ed a what’s known as a contin-
uing resolution as a contingency
plan if a spending plan isn’t
agreed to. A continuing resolu-
tion would keep spending levels
the same as this current year,
but it also would prevent state
employee and teacher pay in-
creases from going forward as

Fight over
funds for USC,
Clemson,
MUSC holds
up budget
plan
BY JOSEPH BUSTOS
jbustos@thestate.com
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Gullah Geechee islander, be-
fore it passed to her after his
death in 1998.
He died on the property his

family had owned for over 100
years, Wright said, ever since
the plantations’ former slaves
were freed by Union troops.
The couple had seven children
of their own, and today, Wright
has a legacy of 40 grandchil-
dren and 55 great grandchil-
dren, including a great grand-
son born two weeks ago.

“This land’s been in the fam-
ily since the Civil War.”
Standing in the middle of the

property she’s called home for
the last 30 years, Josephine
Wright, 93, shared her family’s
history over the clangor of
power tools, construction
trucks. The parcel had once
belonged to her husband, a

“I want this to stay in the
family,” Wright said.
At 1.8 acres, the parcel once

meshed seamlessly with the
abundant landscape surround-
ing it, its two small homes sur-
rounded by healthy greenery.
Now, it’s an oasis enveloped by
the stretches of dusty, clear-cut
land that will soon be home to
the Bailey’s Cove housing de-
velopment, a 29-acre neigh-
borhood with 147 housing units.
Wright and her granddaught-

er, Charise Wright, believe the
development company wants to
take their land as well, and are
using a lawsuit to do it.
Josephine Wright has been

sued by the company construct-
ing Bailey’s Cove, Bailey Point
Investment LLC, over three
encroachments they say bleed
onto the 29 acres of land
they’ve purchased, currently
worth $5.8 million. According
to county property records, it
was worth $1.64 million the
year before.
The construction started

without warning, Josephine
Wright said. She wasn’t aware
the development was beginning
until she woke up one day to

DREW MARTIN dmartin@islandpacket.com

One of two homes is seen nestled in a forested area off Jonesville Road, photographed on May 10, as construction of a residential
development surrounds the Wright family property on Hilton Head Island.

93-year-old islander fights
for Jonesville property
BY BLAKE DOUGLAS
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