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YORK COUNTY
The U.S. Census Bureau

released new population esti-
mates Thursday that show
which Rock Hill region commu-
nities are growing and which
are shrinking.

Communities like Fort Mill,
Clover and Van Wyck continue
to add residents. Fort Mill
growth rates are unlike others
almost anywhere in the coun-
try. Yet in about half the cities
and towns in three counties,
populations are holding flat or
even declining.
Here’s a look at how area

communities continue to

change:

ROCK HILL
The census bureau listed 798

incorporated places nationwide
that had 50,000 or more resi-
dents in 2020. Of them, 402
cities and towns grew in the
most recent year. Among York,
Lancaster and Chester coun-
ties, only Rock Hill meets that

population threshold for an
incorporated place.
Rock Hill ranked No. 224 on

that list with a population
growth of .8%. The new esti-
mate of 75,349 Rock Hill resi-
dents is up by 606 people in a
year. Rock Hill showed the 19th
highest growth rate among
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Population information released Thursday by the U.S. Census Bureau shows that the sight of new homes being built in parts of the Rock Hill
region is a constant pattern.

Fort Mill area among fastest
growing in the Carolinas
BY JOHN MARKS
jmarks@heraldonline.com

SEE POPULATION, 3A

U.S. Sen. Tim Scott formally
entered the race for president
Friday, filing paperwork with the
Federal Election Commission
declaring that he was beginning a
White House campaign.
The Republican formed an

exploratory presidential commit-
tee last month. He is expected to
publicly announce his candidacy
Monday at an event in North
Charleston.
The incumbent senator, a

longtime conservative favorite in
South Carolina, enters the GOP
presidential primary as an under-
dog.
Polls show a large swath of the

Republican Party still supports
former President Donald Trump,
who entered the race last year.
Other potential candidates, in-
cluding Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis, have also drawnmore early
support from GOP voters.
Scott also won’t be the only

South Carolina politician in the
race: The state’s former gover-
nor, Nikki Haley, is also running
after becoming a candidate in
February.
The senator’s supporters have

touted Scott’s profile as a South-
ern Black Republican and opti-
mistic message as selling points
of a campaign, arguing that he
represents the party’s best
chance to defeat Democratic
President Joe Biden in next
year’s general election.
Scott’s campaign earlier Friday

placed a multimillion-dollar TV
ad buy in Iowa and NewHamp-
shire, an official familiar with the
plans confirmed to The State, set
to run through August. The sen-
ator has roughly $22 million on
hand to start his campaign.

Alex Roarty: 202-383-6173,
@Alex_Roarty

Scott files to
enter 2024
Republican
presidential
race
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Sen. Tim Scott speaks at Senate’s
End in Columbia on June 28,
2021.

ROCK HILL, S.C.
Nearly 30 people packed into

a small room Thursday evening
at the York County Public Li-
brary in Rock Hill, many hoping
to sway library board members
to move children’s books many
find objectionable.

But people didn’t get their
chance to talk.
Chairwoman Tamara Os-

borne told the crowd they
would be able to address the
board only on specific topics
being voted that evening.
And even though “contro-

versial materials” was on the
agenda, Osborne said in an
email after the meeting that
those materials had nothing to

do with moving children’s
books — the topic many in the
crowd had shown up to discuss.
A handful of the same people

addressed the York County
Council Monday, asking the
council to relocate children’s
books that deal with subjects
related to gender identity and
LGBTQ+ people. The request
was that the books be moved to
the adult section of the library.

“I do want to make it clear to
everyone here tonight, since
this is the first time we have
ever had a audience at our
board meeting, that there is not
anything on our agenda tonight
to discuss the movement of
books from one section of the
library to the other,” Osborne
said.
The controversy came up

earlier this month when Coun-
cilman Tom Audette asked for
a review of children’s books. He
said constituents had reached
out to him regarding books in
the children’s section of the

York County library board not
focused on moving kids’ books
BY TRACY KIMBALL
tkimball@heraldonline.com
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