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Promoting Atlantic Beach’s
annual Black Bike Week has
been a struggle over the years.
Although the annual event

attracts tens of thousands of
visitors to the area each year,
the town has had a limited
budget for marketing, relying
mainly on social media and its
website to get the word out,
according to Atlantic Beach
Town Manager Benjamin Quat-

tlebaum.
The event is also looked upon

negatively by surrounding com-
munities, and several lawsuits
have been filed in past years
over the treatment of black
bikers.
Officially known as the 43rd

annual Black Pearl Cultural
Heritage and Bike Festival, the
event brings bikers from all over
the East Coast and Midwest to
the area during Memorial Day
weekend.

JASON LEE jlee@thesunnews.com

Atlantic Beach Bikefest’s return to the Myrtle Beach area, combined with the holiday weekend tourists, resulted in a packed Ocean
Boulevard in Myrtle Beach on Saturday night of Memorial Day weekend 2022.

Atlantic Beach receives first-time
grant to promote Bike Week
BY MAYA BROWN
mbrown@thesunnews.com

SEE BIKE WEEK, 8A

Ripley’s Aquarium of Myrtle
Beach has welcomed two new
animals - Rico and Cleo.
They are two-toed sloths and

are part of the new Sloth Valley
exhibit that has opened at its
Broadway at the Beach location.
The Linnaeus’ two-toed sloths

are typically larger than their
three-toed cousins, according to
the aquarium.
The aquarium gave descrip-

tions of their new, slow-moving
residents. Rico loves butternut
squash and Cleo enjoys a nap or
fruit, often falling asleep with
food in her mouth.
A grand opening for the ex-

hibit happened Friday.
The aquarium announced in

January that it would open a
new habitat for two-toed sloths.
“In Sloth Valley, Aquarium

guests will come face-to-face
with two-toed sloths to learn
about this adorable, slow-mov-
ing species,” a press release
said. “They will then be able to
set sail on adventure as Ripley’s
Aquarium brings new excite-
ment to its Discovery Center,
inviting guests to walk the plank
and dive into oceans of family
fun with a brand-new play struc-
ture, interactive experiences,
and hands-on animal encoun-
ters.”
The Sloth Valley habitat is

located at its Discovery Center.

Ripley’s
Aquarium
opens new
sloth exhibit
BY TERRI RICHARDSON
trichardson@thesunnews.com

South Carolina is home to five
of the best cities to live in across
the United States, according to a
new U.S. News & World Report
ranking.
U.S. News recently unveiled its

annual ranking, which lists the
150 best U.S. cities to live in for
2023. The ranking is based on
quality of life and the job market
in each metro area, along with
the value of living there and
people’s desire to live there. Data
was pulled from the U.S. Census
Bureau, the FBI, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor and U.S. News’

own internal resources.
So which South Carolina cities

made the cut this year? Check
them out below.

MYRTLE BEACH
Myrtle Beach came in at 18th

on the list, making it the high-
est-ranked among the South
Carolina cities this year.
“Although it’s better known to

outsiders as a vacation hot spot
for beachgoers and golfers,
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, is
also an attractive place to live
for a number of reasons,” U.S.
News states. “Young profession-
als, growing families and empty

Ranking: SC has 5 of
the best places in the
US to live in 2023
BY PATRICK MCCRELESS
pmccreless@thestate.com

SEE BEST PLACES, 6A

The nonprofit Adaptive Surf
Project and the City of Myrtle
Beach are working to provide
free beach wheelchairs to
beachgoers with disabilities,
after the city quietly ended the
service during the pandemic.
Standard wheelchairs sink in

the soft sand, so specialty beach
wheelchairs allow wheelchair
users to traverse over 100 feet
from a beach access to the wa-
terline.
Brock Johnson with Adaptive

Surf Project said the North
Myrtle Beach nonprofit plans on
buying and maintaining five

beach wheelchairs to be kept on
Myrtle Beach-maintained
beaches. The beach wheelchairs
would be stored in locked box-
es, provided by the city.
The five custom-built beach

wheelchairs will cost $5,000.
Johnson said individuals and
businesses have already sent
money to the Adaptive Surf
Project specifically for beach
wheelchairs in Myrtle Beach.
“Oh man, that is good news,”

said Unita Knight of Carolina
Forest. Knight purchased a
$994 beach wheelchair so she
and her 90-year-old mother
could watch the waves.
“I’ll be one of the first ones to

be down there trying to use it,”
she said.

The city owned about half a
dozen beach wheelchairs when
the programwas running. City
spokespersonMark Kruea re-
membered, “I did see chairs on a
trailer” sometime ago, but said
he was unsure where they were
now.
The plan, which is still in the

early stages, was made in a
Tuesday meeting with Myrtle
Beach city manager Jonathan
“Fox” Simons, Jr.
“We’ve still got a lot more

conversations to have to get this
thing over the finish line, but it
was a good first meeting,” Si-
mons said.
The collaboration comes after

the Sun News reported on May
1 that the City of Myrtle Beach
discontinued their free beach
wheelchair service during the
pandemic to save money. This
is the second time since 2016
that the city has ended and then
reinstated this program.

Eleanor Nash: @eleanorcnash

Free beach wheelchairs
return through
nonprofit partnership
BY ELEANOR NASH
enash@thesunnews.com


