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MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

LEXINGTON — South Caro-
lina Republicans on Saturday se-
lected Drew McKissick as their
chairman for a fourth term at a
convention where some of the
party’s 2024 presidential hope-
fuls made pitches
to voters in the
f i rs t - i n - t h e -
South primary
state.

McKissick has
led the party
since 2017 in a
state where the
GOP holds all
statewide-elected positions, all
but one U.S. House seat and con-
trol of both legislative chambers.
He defeated three challengers.
Party officials said in a media
advisory that under McKissick’s
leadership, “more Republicans
than ever before” had won elec-
tion.

Neither of South Carolina’s
presidential contenders, for-
mer U.N. Ambassador Nikki
Haley and U.S. Sen. Tim Scott,
attended the gathering in Lex-
ington, a suburb of Columbia,
the capital.

Scott, who entered the race
on Friday, sent a video that was
played for delegates, and a polit-
ical action committee that backs
him sponsored a breakfast for
them.

“The GOP, the great opportu-
nity party, is in fact the dominant
party in our great state, because
of people just like you,” said
Scott. He encouraged activists

DEIRDRE CURRIN
Morning News

DARLINGTON — The Dar-
lington County Humane Society,
which is overflowing with ani-
mals, expects to begin construc-
tion on a more spacious shelter
within 30 to 60 days.

“There’s just not enough space,
and it’s not an atmosphere where
you could bring your young fam-
ily and bring kids in and come
pick out the dog you want,” said

Lauri McLeland, a board mem-
ber and a member of the Capital
Campaign committee.

The society’s current animal
shelter was originally one sin-
gle-wide mobile home but over
the years minor additions have
been made. The trailer stands
at less than 700 square feet and
continues to serve as the main
area of the shelter holding the
office, employee bathroom/break
room, overflow for intake animals

and the vet room.
In addition to the mobile home,

the property holds 130 outdoor
kennels that house around 200
dogs and puppies. The cats are
housed in an enclosed outdoor
area as well as in stacked cages
in a metal storage building and
a newly built cat building that
holds fewer than a fourth of the
cats on the property.

The shelter has around 150 cats
and kittens.

A tiny fenced area near the
trailer is usually used for fami-
lies to meet with dogs they are

Work to begin soon
on new animal shelter
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Smiley, a 3-year-old, poses with Lauri McLeland.

McKissick
gets third
term at SC
GOP helm

STAFF REPORTS

FLORENCE — Jamfest re-
turned to the Florence City
Center Farmers Market for the
third year Saturday as more
than a dozen jam makers from
across the Pee Dee gathered to
determine that age-old ques-
tion — who makes better jam?

From dragon fruit to one that
may, or may not, have con-
tained dinosaur and a maple/
bacon jam, the judges had cri-
teria upon which to judge them
for first, second and third place.

“We have 16 different jams
here. Some are our vendors,
professional jam makers and
others are just novices that just
wanted to join,” said Rick En-
glehorn, market manager.

One jam maker, a 7-year-old
boy, submitted a strawberry/
stegosaurus jam.

“We have a couple of really
good blueberry jams,” Engle-
horn said. “Everything from a
bacon maple jam all the way to
a stegosaurus strawberry.”

Contestants varied in age
from the 7-year-old to retirees,

Englehorn said.
This year’s winners were:
 1st Place—Freezer Straw-

berry Jam by Wade Reynolds of
Sophronia’s Farm
 2nd Place—Peach and Fig

Jam by Melanie Kostoff
 3rd Place—PLUMp Up The

Jam by Lucinda Hubbs
This is the third year for the

competition.

Strawberry jam takes top
honors at Florence’s Jamfest
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Roger Hux and Julia Krebs sample some of the jam that competed in
Florence’s Jamfest at the City Center Market.

STAFF REPORTS

PAMPLICO — Hannah-Pam-
plico High School seniors — 48
of them — crossed the stage in
their gym Friday evening in the
school’s 2023 commencement
exercise.

After an hour of hugs, fixing
each other’s graduation accoutre-
ments, group photos with friends
and teachers the students lined up
one last time in the school hall-
ways and processed into the gym.

Valedictorian Madison Eliz-
abeth McAlister spoke of the

challenges the Class of 2023 had
overcome to reach graduation —
including the COVID-19 Pan-
demic their freshman year.

Hannah-Pamplico High School
Class of 2023 has 48 graduates

LOOK: Photos
from the Darlington
Humane Society. To
view the gallery, please

point your smartphone camera
at the QR code, then tap the link.

McKissick

WATCH: A quick
rundown of this year’s
Jamfest. To see the
video, please point

your smartphone camera at
the QR code, then tap the link.
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Laura Turner rolls video on her graduate at the Hannah-Pamplico High
School graduation in Pamplico.

WATCH: Hats fly
Friday evening at
Hannah-Pamplico
High School. To see

the video, please point your
smartphone camera at the
QR code, then tap the link.

Please see GRADUATES, Page A2

Please see SHELTER, Page A2

Please see MCKISSICK, Page A2

NOW OPEN
FLORENCE, SC

WE DELIVER AND INSTALL
WEBSITE:

WWW.DISCOUNTLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COM

Buy 5 ormore yards of Mulch,
Get 1 yard of Mulch

FREE
With coupon only. Not to be combined with any other offer.

DIRT • MULCH
ROCK • STRAW
PLANTS • TREES

PALMS
CONSULTATION

DESIGN
1719 East Palmetto Street, Florence, SC 29506.


