
Get active at the Y!  Join today!
Free wellness coaching, fitness assessments, and 

for household members - childcare while you work out!

Find your Y.
is for OUY

Scan here to get more information:
ymcagreenville.org/join

*$995 each. JV-30 CIC fits mild hearing losses up to 30dB. Expires 05/26/23. See store for details.

331 Mills Avenue | Greenville | EnjoyHearing.com

Get a FREE hearing test & this special pricing 
5 Days Only! May 22nd-26th

Call 232-3999 for your appointment!
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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news, area
scores, things to do and subscriber exclusives at
greenvilleonline.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper
and updated news and sports Extra sections.

Four acres of urban wetlands in
Unity Park are now open to visitors in
the Reedy River Wetlands Preserve.

The preserve includes outdoor
classroom space, overlooks and a se-
ries of low-impact, ADA-accessible
boardwalks off�ering vantage points to
observe and learn about native species
and wildlife. MKSK Studios designed
the preserve and Harper General Con-
tractors built it. 

The wetlands area along the north-
ern perimeter of the 60-acre park
marks the original path of the Reedy
River before it was diverted in a 1933
Depression-era project by city engi-
neers and the federal Works Progress
Administration, according to a previ-
ous city press release. 

The restoration of the wetlands in-
cluded the removal of invasive plant
species as well as ash trees aff�ected by
the emerald ash borer, a wood-boring 

Wetlands
preserve in
Unity Park
now open

See WETLANDS, Page 3A

Site’s boardwalks
are ADA-accessible 

Macon Atkinson
Greenville News

USA TODAY NETWORK – SOUTH CAROLINA

If Riverside High School sophomore Anna Castro Spratt could trade
places with one writer for the day, she would choose Amanda Gorman. 

Gorman, 24, is a Black poet and activist who writes about issues of
oppression, race and feminism. She was also the fi�rst person to be named
National Youth Poet Laureate in 2017. 

Gorman made history in January of 2021 as the youngest inaugural
poet in history when she wrote and delivered her poem, “The Hill We
Climb,” at the inauguration of Joe Biden. 

Since then, the Harvard graduate has appeared on the cover of Vogue
and Time magazines and has been interviewed by Oprah Winfrey and
Michelle Obama. 

“I really respect everything that she’s done and written,” Spratt said. “I
wouldn’t even know what a poet laureate was if it weren’t for her.” 

Anna Castro Spratt, 16, Greenville's fi�rst Youth Poet Laureate, poses for a portrait inside the Fine Arts Center at Wade
Hampton High School on May 3. MCKENZIE LANGE/GREENVILLE NEWS 

Meet Greenville’s fi�rst
Youth Poet Laureate
Anna Castro Spratt, 16, will help promote
literature and literacy within the community “Lawmakers are

supposed to represent
the entire population
of their district, not
just the ones over 21.
So, something that I
talk about a lot in my
writing is ‘Feeling like
you’re a smaller part
but understanding that
you are a bigger one.’ ”
Anna Castro Spratt 
Greenville’s fi�rst Youth Poet Laureate 
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