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Wells Street 
project set to 
receive funds 
from state
Southpoint Commons 1 of 2 
South County projects to get 
affordable housing money
By Ryan Blessing
Sun staff writer

WESTERLY — The state’s push to inject $100 
million into 23 projects that create afford-
able housing will benefit a Westerly devel-
oper with plans to build off Wells Street.

The Southpoint Commons project in 
Westerly, which would culminate in 72 
housing units, is one of just two develop-
ments in Washington County to receive 
such funding this week. Reynolds Farm II, 
a 40-unit senior housing development in 
North Kingstown, is the other.

Gov. Dan McKee and Rhode Island Housing 
announced Thursday that more than $101 
million is available to support the construc-
tion and preservation as well as operating 

By Paul J. Weber And Jake Bleiberg 
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — After Mayah 
Zamora was shot and wounded 
at Robb Elementary School, 
her family did what many mass 
shooting survivors do: They sued.

They sued the store off Main 
Street in Uvalde, Texas, that sold 
the teenage gunman his AR-style 
rifle. They sued the gun maker. 
And they sued police who waited 
77 minutes outside Mayah’s 

fourth-grade classroom before 
stopping the shooting that killed 
19 children and two teachers.

“Mainly what we are looking 
for is some sort of justice,” said 
Christina Zamora, Mayah’s 
mother.

As the grim frequency of gun 
violence continues, both the U.S. 
government and gun manu-
facturers have reached large 
settlements in recent years 

Uvalde families face gun industry protections
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‘Life of Pi’ 
is the tie 
that binds
United program, Seaport art 
exhibition to highlight shared 
perspectives on changing seas
By Nancy Burns-Fusaro
Sun staff writer

WESTERLY — The worlds of literature, 
theater, film and painting will all come 
together at the United Theatre next week in 
“Life is a Story — The Journey of ‘Life of Pi’ 
from Story to Screen to Stage,” an avant-gar-
de program featuring several artists of note.

Tony Nunes, the United Theatre’s artistic 
director, will moderate a panel featuring 
shipwreck survivor Steven Callahan, paint-
er Alexis Rockman and Ashley Brooke Mon-
roe, the resident director of the Broadway 
production of “Life of Pi,” now on stage at 
the Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre.

“Life is a Story — The Journey of ‘Life of 
Pi’ from Story to Screen to Stage” will be a 
“unique program,” Nunes said , one that 
will focus not just on the individual artists 
but on “collaboration in the arts.”

Nunes said he plans to ask each participant 
about their connection to “Life of Pi,” about 
the artistic processes used to make the con-
nection and about how one piece of art — 
Yann Martel’s Booker Prize-winning novel, 
“Life of Pi” — brought them all together.

Nunes said the book, the film and the play 
are all centered on the concept of “choos-
ing your own story,” which will also be part 
of the discussion at the United. The three 
artists, he said, will discuss the film, the 

See ‘Life of Pi’, A5
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TARZAN BROWN TRAIL DEDICATION

Photos by Harold Hanka, Special to The Sun

The Charlestown Parks and Recreation Department, the Narragansett Tribe and the Nature Conservancy dodged the raindrops to dedicate 
the Tarzan Brown Trail at the Francis Carter Preserve in Charlestown on Saturday. After remarks by Nature Conservancy and Narragansett 
tribe officials, a Native American song and an Honor Dance, a plaque designed by Ted Brown, a nationally recognized mason and the 
grandson of two-time Boston Marathon winner Tarzan Brown, was unveiled on a large boulder placed at the trailhead by Brown, left, and 
another of Tarzan’s grandsons, Jeffrey Monroe. Below left, the dozens of onlookers in rain gear watch the ceremony. Below right, drummer 
Attaquin Weeden and his father, David Weeden, of the Mashapee Wampanoag tribe, perform a traditional song for guests.

Abel Lopez, 
father of Xavier 
Lopez, who 
was killed in 
the shootings in 
Uvalde, Texas, 
holds a banner 
honoring the 
victims May 8 in 
Austin. 
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