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STRONG RELATIONSCYBERSECURITY SOLUTIONS

International trade is at the centre of  
the global economy. Its performance 
provides signals about current economic 
conditions as well as long-term growth 
perspectives.P12

QIB has been named ‘Best Retail Bank in 
Qatar’, ‘Excellence in Customer Centricity’, 
and ‘Excellence in Mobile Banking’ from 
the MEED MENA Banking Excellence 
Awards 2023.P12

Global trade volumes face short-
and medium-term headwinds

QIB receives accolades from 
MEED Magazine

QSE: 10,643.94 —37.85 (0.35%)                   FTSE 100: 7,742.30 +19.07 (0.25%)                    DOW: 33,267.37 −153.40  (0.46%)                   BRENT: $75.73 (-1.24)

QIIB awarded PCI-DSS certification 
for eighth consecutive year
The Peninsula — Doha

For the eighth consecutive year, 
QIIB has been awarded the 
highest certification in cyber 

security and protection of bank cards 
data- Payment Card Industry Data 
Security Standard (PCI-DSS)- granted 
by SISA company to banking institu-
tions with the best security standards 
and protection for their customers’ 
information.

Mohammad Jamil Ahmad Hamad, 
the Chief Risk Officer at QIIB, was 
handed over the certificate by Ram-
akrishnan Balagopal, SISA Vice Pres-
ident, during a ceremony held at the 
bank’s headquarters at the Grand 
Hamad Street.

On this occasion, Hamad stated, 
“QIIB’s award of the PCI-DSS certifi-
cation for the eighth consecutive year 
reflects our continuous investment in 
cybersecurity solutions and adoption 
of the best-known technology in the 
banking sector. We are committed to 
achieving global standards in the field 
of cyber security in terms of software, 
infrastructure, training, and attraction 
of qualified experts.”

He added: “QIIB’s success in 
achieving the required standards for 
obtaining this certification is translated 
in the huge progress made by the bank 
in the field of digital transformation, 
as it continues to invest in its digital 
solutions in parallel with its increased 
investment in security and protection 
solutions for all its operations and cus-
tomers’ information, and it reflects the 
bank’s investment in combating cyber-

crime, hacking and Cyber fraud”.
Mr. Hamad also stressed that “QIIB 

is working to strengthen cooperation 
with the relevant institutions and 
authorities to protect customers’ data 
in all its forms, and it will continue to 
rely on the best solutions adopted in 
the global market to maintain its pres-
tigious position in the field of infor-
mation security.”

The Chief Risk Officer at QIIB 
expressed his thanks and appreciation 
to SISA for awarding QIIB the PCI-DSS 
certification, after its in-depth review 
of the exerted efforts and the distin-
guished level achieved by the bank in 
the field of information security”.

On his part, Balagopal said, “We 
congratulate QIIB on maintaining this 
outstanding level of customer data 

protection and on earning a PCI-DSS 
certification, which is one of the most 
important internationally-recognized 
standards in data security. We are con-
fident that the bank will remain a 
leader in cyber security solutions given 
its long-term investment in technology 
dedicated for this purpose and its 
keenness to protect the data of its cus-
tomers in the best possible way.”

It is noteworthy that QIIB has suc-
ceeded in establishing an advanced 
technological infrastructure and 
various alternative channels to 
enhance its banking services taking it 
to a new level, which contributed in 
strengthening its role in the banking 
market and meeting the needs of cus-
tomers in accordance with the best 
international standards.

Mohammad Jamil ahmad hamad, Chief Risk Officer at QiiB receiving the certificate 
by Ramakrishnan Balagopal, sisa Vice President.

QF graduates to launch startup for students in Qatar, MENA
JOEL JOHnSOn
The Peninsula

Securing the third position in this 
year’s Qatar Science and Tech-
nological Park (QSTP) XLR8 

demo day, Darbi, an online portal 
aims to guide high school students to 
take informed decisions as they 
journey forward.

The Peninsula spoke to the Co-
Founders of Darbi, Lolwa Al Saigh 
and Sara El Amin, Qatar Foundation 
(QF) graduates to understand the 
innovative startup and how it will 
impact the students in the region.

“Through our own experiences 
and of those around us, we 
realised that the transition from 
high school to university can be 
overwhelming and stressful, with 
many students usually feeling 
unsupported and unsure of their 

next steps,” Al Saigh said.
While entering into a decisive 

stage could be more perplexing, Al 
Saigh said that teenagers must be 
offered the right tool and resources 
to look into what they are passionate 
about.

Al Saigh explained that Darbi 
facilitates all students in the MENA 
region by providing support in their 
local countries. She said “We wanted 
to make a change to ensure that our 
youth have the guidance they need 
to make informed decisions about 
their future. By offering career coun-
seling support, college search tools, 
and guidance on the college appli-
cation process, we are empowering 
students to take control of their 
future and pursue their dreams. In 
order to develop our idea, we joined 
the Qatar Science Technology Park 
XLR8 program.”

The online and social media 
platform provides opportunities for 
the youth to uncover areas of interest, 
apply to universities and explore 
more career choices as a 
‘one-stop-shop’.

Qatar’s top-notch facilities, infra-
structures, and educational quality 
have enabled numerous aspiring 

entrepreneurs to launch inspirational 
startups. In terms of services, Darbi 
offers MENA specific university web 
directory, a career quiz to help stu-
dents identify the career choices that 
suit them best, and a personalised 
dashboard to help organise and track 
their university applications.

“We are currently working on 

building our platform and hope to 
launch it this year,” Sara El Amin told 
The Peninsula.

She continued by saying that “We 
often see students picking majors 
based on what is popular and their 
peers rather than their interests, the 
job market, and their strengths. In 
addition to that, they do not have a 
clear vision on the path they need to 
take to achieve those career goals.”  

Seeking to empower students to 
make them feel comfortable and 
derive their goals, El Amin high-
lighted the key role Darbi plays.

“Our biggest struggle is trying to 
make sure that our platform is easy 
to use and truly relevant to our 
region. We know that building a suc-
cessful platform won’t be easy but 
we are driven by our passion and 
commitment to our mission, “El Amin 
added.

Qatar, Italy to further 
bolster bilateral ties
dEEPak JOHn 
The Peninsula

Qatar and Italy enjoy strong 
bilateral relations that have 
been growing over the years. 

There are several opportunities 
between both countries which span 
across various fields, said an official.

Speaking to The Peninsula, Palma 
Libotte, Founder and President of the 
Italian Chamber of Commerce in Qatar 
said, “Italy has a very fortunate history 
of bilateral relations with Qatar that we 
have for more than 30 years now. We 
specialise in many sectors like luxury 
goods, fashion, jewelry, heavy machinery 
industry, architecture, interiors which 
are our major strengths. We also have 
deals in energy and defence sector.” 

“When it comes to Qatar it is on 
the top of our agenda to maintain the 
strong relationship that we have built 
throughout these years. Italians are 
always ready to come and work here 
and we get along with the local entre-
preneur very much as we have a 
similar history like family run enter-
prises. We understand each other and 
are able to work in a team and solve 
problems,” she added. 

On the Chamber’s side it is an honour 
to lead this Chamber which I founded 15 
years ago and now “we have a leading 
role in Qatar’s business community 
because we have been here for long. We 
try to integrate with other business 
leaders with many networking events 
which are very important to connect and 
share information on new projects, goals 
and directions that Qatar is going.” 

Libotte noted that Qatar is moving 
so fast, therefore the information is 
key to have any successful entrepre-
neurial adventure in this country. 

Italy is an important partner for 
Qatar as the volume of trade exchange 
between the two countries has wit-
nessed remarkable development in 
recent years and the economic part-
nership between the two parties has 
grown over the past ten years by more 
than 320 percent. P12

Vodafone Qatar premier sponsor of 
Google Cloud region launch event
The Peninsula — Doha

Vodafone Qatar has 
announced that it is one 
of the Premier Sponsors 

of Google Cloud’s region launch 
event, to be held in Qatar on 
May 22, 2023 at the Qatar 
N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  
Center.  

Vodafone Qatar’s presence 
at the Google Cloud launch 
event, aims to showcase to 
businesses the capabilities, that 
when leveraged, can advance 
cloud adoption in Qatar and 
support the digital transfor-
mation journey of businesses 
and public organisations in the 
country using the power of 
data.

Mahday Saad Al Hebabi, 
Enterprise Business Unit 
Director at Vodafone Qatar, 
commented, “We are proud to 
collaborate with Google Cloud 
and be part of this journey to 
accelerate the digital transfor-
mation and work innovatively 

towards achieving Qatar’s 
National Vision 2030. Inno-
vation lies at the heart of our 
business, and with this part-
nership, and through this 
launch event, we will be able to 
further support the digital 
journey of our customers with 

clean cloud solutions and 
increased data protection.”

Ghassan Kosta, Qatar 
Country Manager, Google 
Cloud, said: “The Google Cloud 
region launch will bring 
together Qatar’s top leadership, 
decision makers and key 
opinion formers shaping the 
digital future of Qatar. We are 
thrilled to have Vodafone Qatar 
on board as one of the premier 
sponsors of the launch event, 
and we look forward to a suc-
cessful and engaging  
event.”

Italy has a very fortunate history of 
bilateral relations with Qatar that 
we have for more than 30 years 

now. When it comes to Qatar it is on 
the top of our agenda to maintain 

the strong relationship that we have 
built throughout these years.

Palma Libotte 
Founder and President of the Italian 

Chamber of Commerce in Qatar

Qatar’s top-notch 
facilities, infrastructures, 
and educational quality 
have enabled numerous 
aspiring entrepreneurs 
to launch inspirational 

startups. 

SUppORTING dIGITAL TRANSfORmATION Vodafone Qatar’s 
presence at the Google 
Cloud launch event, 
aims to showcase 
to businesses the 
capabilities, that when 
leveraged, can advance 
cloud adoption in Qatar

Qatar International Court 
issues new practice guide 
The Peninsula — Doha

Qatar International Court and Dispute Resolution Centre (QICDRC) 
has prepared a new set of Practice Guidance for parties using 
the Court. The Practice Guidance will serve as a key point of 

reference and is the most up to date set of documents reflecting the 
Court’s standard processes.  

The Guidance provides a framework for many of the QICDRC’s 
most important procedures, including in relation to witness evidence, 
disclosure, bundles, skeleton arguments, chronologies and dramatis 
personae, and appeals. Standard directions have also been produced 
and are available so that parties are able to see the usual progress of 
a case in advance. 

As a growing and influential hub of commercial law practice in 
the region, QICDRC engages the services of lawyers and judges from 
all over the world, all of whom have their own established litigation 
and judicial practices. By creating this Practice Guidance, the Court 
aims to standardise its own practices and continue to provide effi-
cient and high-quality services.

The Practice Guidance has been published on the court’s website – 
in both English and Arabic – and can be accessed by everyone. This comes 
as part of the court’s mission to facilitate and resolve civil and commercial 
disputes fairly and efficiently in accordance with internationally recog-
nised best practices and with a firm commitment to the rule of law. 


