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Three high-profile wins by 
progressive candidates in last 
week’s Democratic primary 
punctuated a shift in the party 
in Allegheny County that has 
been years in the making, po-
litical observers say.

In recent years, progressive 
candidates have increased the 

county’s delegation of women 
in elected office and broken 
barriers by bringing Pitts-
burgh its first Black mayor, 
Ed Gainey, and Pennsylvania 
its first Black woman in Con-
gress, U.S. Rep. Summer Lee 
of Swissvale.

Then, on Tuesday, three 
progressive candidates defeat-
ed more moderate opponents 
in hotly contested Democratic 
primary races. State Rep. Sara 
Innamorato won a six-way 
race for Allegheny County 
executive, Chief Public De-

fender Matt Dugan defeated 
longtime incumbent Stephen 
A. Zappala Jr. in the race for 
district attorney and Allegh-
eny County Councilwoman 
Bethany Hallam easily won 
the party’s nomination in her 
race for another term in an 
at-large council seat.

No longer outsiders, two of 
the three progressive candi-
dates — Dugan and Hallam 
— went into their races with 
endorsements from the Al-
legheny County Democratic 
Committee. Hallam also was 

the incumbent in her race.
Lee said the victories were 

the culmination of years of suc-
cessfully organizing politically 
progressive groups into a coali-
tion. The organizations include 
service workers unions, liber-
al nonprofits, environmental 
advocates, Black-led groups, 
progressive Jewish groups and 
criminal justice groups.

“Five years ago, we were 
nobody. But now there is a 
movement,” Lee said. “West-
ern Pennsylvania is supposed 
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Progressives tighten grip on Allegheny
Shift in Democratic 
politics years in the 
making, observers say

Billions of dollars are ex-
pected to come to Pennsylva-
nia to help the state respond 
to the opioid epidemic, but 
tracking how counties and 
other local governments plan 
to spend that money isn’t easy.

“A lot of the 
decisions that 
are happening 
now are real-
ly going to set 
the tone for: 
What are we 
prioritizing?” 
said Alejandro 
Alves, who 

works on overdose prevention 
issues for the international 
public health nonprofit Vital 
Strategies.

Those decisions could have 
an impact for years to come 
because, once counties start 
funding programs, it can be 
hard to eliminate or reduce 
them later — or switch to an-
other initiative. 

Here’s what you need to 
know about the money, the 
process for deciding how it 
will be spent and how you can 
influence it.

How much money will 
Pennsylvania receive?

The attorney general’s of-
fice has said the state is “set to 
receive more than $2.2 billion” 
from various investigations 
and cases. An office spokes-
person declined to provide a 
detailed breakdown of how 
the office reached that num-
ber. There are several sources 
of money, and the attorney 
general’s office has described 
them as coming in waves.

Pennsylvania expects to re-
ceive up to $1.07 billion over 
18 years from a national deal 
with Johnson & Johnson and 
three major drug distributors 
— Cardinal Health, McKesson, 
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Pa. residents may be 
able to influence where 
settlement money goes

Billions 
of opioid 
dollars 
incoming

HIROSHIMA, Japan — Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy ar-
rived Saturday in Japan for talks with 
the leaders of the world’s most powerful 
democracies, a personal appearance 
meant to galvanize global attention as 
the nations ratcheted up pressure on 
Moscow for its 15-month invasion of 

Ukraine.
Bolstering interna-

tional support is a key 
priority as Ukraine pre-
pares for what’s seen 
as a major push to take 
back territory seized by 
Russia in the war that 
began in February 2022. 
Zelenskyy’s in-person 

visit to the G7 summit came just hours 
after the United States agreed to allow 
training on American-made fighter 
jets, laying the groundwork for their 
eventual transfer to Ukraine.

Host nation Japan said Zelenskyy’s 
inclusion stems from his “strong wish” 
to participate in talks with the bloc and 
other countries that will influence his 
nation’s defense against Russia.
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Zelenskyy arrives in Hiroshima 
as world leaders promise  
to intensify pressure on Russia

Ukraine 
pursues 
support 
from G7
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L igonier Valley financial 
literacy teacher Mar-
tin Hickey often hears 

from students about how his 
classes have impacted their 
lives, but one response from 
a former pupil sticks with 
him.

“One of the kids I had in 
my class, I happened to see 
him in the street … and he 
goes, ‘Thank you for help-
ing me buy my first car,’ ” 
Hickey said. “He said it went 
great, (he) had some of my 
old notes, and (he) was ask-
ing about terms and all the 
jargon you taught us.

“He said it made it a really 
smooth process.”

Hickey has taught per-
sonal finance at Ligonier 

Valley for five years, but the 
program dates back about 
15 years. All high school-
ers are required to take 
the semester- long class to 
graduate — an initiative that 
merited a visit from the state 
auditor general.

Through a statewide  
“Be Money Smart” program,  
Auditor General Timothy 
DeFoor visited Ligonier Val-
ley and several other Penn-
sylvania districts to promote 
their financial literacy 
programs and advocate for 
personal finance education 
to be taught in more schools.

The program is one prong of 
a growing push for financial 
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ADVOCATE FOR FINANCIAL LITERACY
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Martin Hickey teaches a personal finance class at Ligonier Valley High School on Thursday.

LOUIS B. RUEDIGER | TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Andrew Tsangaris teaches 
his personal finance class at 
Springdale Jr.-Sr. School.
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“The learners are excited to learn about this  
because they know this is going to impact their future.”

MARTIN HICKEY,  LIGONIER VALLEY FINANCIAL LITERACY TEACHER
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Ukraine President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy embraces British Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak on Saturday at 
the Grand Prince Hotel during the G7 
Summit in Hiroshima, Japan.
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 »Biden tries 

to reassure 
world leaders 
U.S. won’t 
default on 
debt.  A4
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Sara Innamorato (center) is flanked by Pittsburgh Mayor 
Ed Gainey and U.S. Rep. Summer Lee as she speaks about 
winning the Democratic nomination for Allegheny County 
executive on Tuesday.


