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Unfinished business.
That is what Romilda Cro-

camo says inspired her to
apply for the job of full-time
LuzerneCountymanager.

Crocamo, an attorney who
lives inWest Hazleton, starts
work as the head of the exec-
utive branch of county gov-
ernment on Thursday, after

county coun-
cil appointed
her to the
position on
May 9.

T h a t
would have
s e e m e d
unlikely a

year ago.
Crocamo served as acting

manager starting in July

2021, after David Pedri
resigned. She applied for the
full-time manager position
last year andwas named one
of three finalists.

However, council appoint-
ed Randy Robertson rather
thanCrocamo.

Crocamo resigned from
county employment in May
2022 to work at the law firm
Elliott Greenleaf &Dean and

as an assistant solicitor for
the city of Scranton.

Robertson resigned last
November and council
appointed a citizen search
committee to advertise the
job opening and screen appli-
cants.

Crocamo applied and
again was named one of
three finalists. This time, she
got the job.

“I applied because I care
about Luzerne County,” she
saidFriday. “Therewas some
unfinished business that
needed to be taken care of
and I wanted to be a part of
it.”

Crocamosaid shewill have
a better idea of specific plans
after she speaks with county
division heads in the week
after she assumes her new

duties.
One area of focus will be

the county’s relationship
with its consultant onAmeri-
can Rescue Plan funding,
Crocamo said.

Council has twice post-
poned a vote on whether to
renew its contract with
B o o t h M a n a g em e n t

Crocamo outlines plans and goals as next manager

CROCAMO

BY KENT JACKSON
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Hazleton Area would
get a new school and
could change the roles of
several existing schools in
a plan that the district’s
architect made to address
overcrowding.

Har ry Pet toni o f
S c h r a d e r G r o u p
explained the plan to
school board members
and administrators at
publ i c mee t ing on
Wednesday.

The plan gives board
members an option of
dropping the elementary/
middle school format
used for more than 20
years and changing some
schools to junior highs
and others to kindergar-
tens.

Currently, eight ele-
mentary/middle schools
educate students up to
eighth grade and two
serve kindergartners to
second graders.

One option that Pettoni
outlined results in eight
elementary schools,
including a new school,
for pupils up to fifth grade
and three junior highs for
grades six to eight.

Pettoni estimatedanew
school will cost $60 mil-
lion and take three years
to build.

While looking for a
place to build a school,

board members want
Barry Isett and Associ-
ates to survey wetlands
on property that the dis-
trict owns in Hazle Twp.
north of Hazleton Area
High School between the
Black Creek and Hazle
TownshipBoulevard.

“You need to under-
stand what you have,”
Gregg Pavlick of Barry
Isett told the board.

If there is enough
buildable land in the par-
cel, Pavlick said the new
school might have to be
two or more stories tall
because the land is nar-
row.

A map supplied by
business manager Robert
Krizansky shows the dis-
trict owns 23 acres along
the boulevard on either
side of a 3-acre plot that
Hazleton owns as part of
the regional airport.

While deciding wheth-
er or where to build a
school, the board also will
weigh the options of keep-
ing elementary/middle
schools or switching to
junior high schools.

“I think that we need to
really do some research
into what type of school
would best enhance the
educational needs of stu-
dents in that age group,”
McBride said.

School board member
Linda DeCosmo said
research that she studied
indicate there are benefits
to team teaching in junior
high. Students would

Board: Hazleton
Area considers
new school
Along with
realigning grades
in other buildings.
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The Haz l e ton High
School Class of 1965 gradu-
ated without Michael Rug-
giero.

A car bomb ended his life
a month earlier when he
turned the keys to start his
father’s two-tone blue 1958
Edsel sedan.

The explosion of 8 to 10
sticks of dynamite ripped
through the vehicle, killing
Ruggiero and shocking a
community still reeling
from the unsolved rape and
murder o f 9 -year-o ld
Marise Chiverella two years
prior.

Nearly six decades later,
state police at Hazleton
applied DNA technology
and genealogy to determine
that Chiverella’s killer died
in 1980.

Inves t ig ators never
pinned down who mur-
dered Ruggiero, a tuba play-
er in the school band and
track and field letterman

looking forward to college.
Ruggiero’s violent death

remains one of the area’s
troubling cold-case myster-
ies. But the effort to solve it
is not over.

“With the advent of DNA
andmodern technology, the
family has hopes that this
mystery is capable of being
solved, as was the Chiverel-
la case of 1964,” his surviv-
ing sisters said in a recent
statement.

Day of the crime

It wasMay 18, 1965—Elec-
tionDay.

Ruggiero, 17, one of eight
children of Joseph and
Antonette (Plesh) Ruggiero,
didn’t have school.

His dad, a shovel operator
for Pagnotti Interests, served
as judge of election at the
polling place at the Diamond
Avenue fire station that day.

ELECTION DAY CAR
BOMB KILLED BOY, 17
Killer never found from 1965 Hazleton homicide

STANDARD-SPEAKER ARCHIVES

A Standard-Speaker newspaper from 1965 shows the blue Edsel sedan after a bomb went off that killed Michael
Ruggiero.
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ANSWERS
A monthly series on unsolved
cases in Greater Hazleton

About the series
Questions linger for those
whose loved ones were
the victims of unsolved
homicides or other unex-
plained deaths. While
some survivors say there
is never true closure,
answers offer some finality
to their grief.
Such was the case for the
family of 9-year-old Marise
A. Chiverella. In 2022, 58
years after her murder-
rape, state police used

DNA and genealogy to
identifier her killer.
Her case brought hope
that the coldest of cases
— cases like the ones
contained in this series —
will find finality, too.
This is the second story in
the series.
In April, we featured the
case of Carlos Luna Polan-
co. To read the previous
story in this series, visit
www.standardspeaker
.com.

MICHAEL RUGGIERO
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Five institutes. Five more reasons why we’re
the leading health network in the region.
Learn more at LVHN.org/institutes

Exceptional
happens

at our health
institutes.


