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INNAMORATO VS. ROCKEY STARTS NOW

SEE ELECTION, PAGE A-10

By Adam Smeltz
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Democrat Sara Innamorato will
face off against Republican Joe
Rockey in the Allegheny County ex-
ecutive race in November.

Primary vote split suggests conditions ripe
for a competitive battle for county executive

Republicans  see  their  best
chance  to  retake  power  in  about
two decades.

Democrats see a November vic-
tory as all but inevitable.

And  as  the  parties  gear  up  for
the  general  election  campaign  for
Allegheny County executive,  both
are bracing for an expensive, pro-

tracted fight over swayable voters
in the political middle.

On paper, all the conditions exist
for  a  competitive  race,  even  in
Democratic-friendly  Allegheny
County:  A  movement  progressive
atop  the  Democratic  ticket,  a  Re-
publican nominee with a business
background  who  didn’t  have  to
court  the  far-right  to  win  his  pri-
mary, and the potential for low, off-
year-election turnout.

That  doesn’t  mean  it  will  be
competitive.

But  neither  side  can  afford  to

wait for the traditional start of fall
campaigning  on  Labor  Day,  said
Joseph  DiSarro,  a  longtime
Western Pennsylvania political an-
alyst. The race already looks com-
petitive based on the results of last
week’s primary.

“Both sides need to start today,”
said  Mr.  DiSarro,  a  political  sci-
ence  professor  at  Washington  &
Jefferson College.

While Democratic nominee Sara
Innamorato  won  Tuesday  with
about  64,400  votes,  Republican
nominee Joe Rockey, who ran un-
opposed, secured almost 45,000, ac-
cording to the unofficial results.

Roughly 84,000 Democrats voted
for Ms. Innamorato’s closest, more
moderate rivals, County Treasurer
John  Weinstein  and  Pittsburgh
City  Controller  Michael  Lamb.  A
Lawrenceville  progressive,  Ms.

Pittsburgh’s
next top cop
outlines plan
to build trust,
reduce crime

By Megan Guza
PIttsburgh Post-Gazette

SEE SCIROTTO, PAGE A-6

Larry Scirotto plans to retool and reimag-
ine the police department where he has al-
ready spent most of his career.

But  for  the  man  next  in  line  to  lead  the
Pittsburgh  Bureau  of  Police,  that  doesn’t
mean starting from scratch. Many of his ideas
come from what has already proven to work
in  reducing  violence  and  crime  in  the  city.
Some of them are strategies he used as major
crimes commander, during his first stint with
Pittsburgh police from 1995 to 2018.

“I don’t suggest for a moment that law en-
forcement needs to reinvent any wheels. We
have  seen  successful  strategies  in  the  past
work here,” Mr. Scirotto, who could be con-
firmed as the city’s new top cop as early as
Tuesday,  told  the  Post-Gazette  last  week.
“Now you retool it, and you make it the mis-
sion and the direction of the organization —
and everyone within the organization — [to
prioritize] violence reduction and, most im-
portantly, gun violence reduction.”

In  a  wide-ranging  interview  Thursday
that directly followed an hourslong session
before  City  Council,  Mr.  Scirotto  talked

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Larry Scirotto, 49, could be confirmed by City
Council as Pittsburgh’s next police chief as
early as Tuesday.

Benjamin B. Braun/Post-Gazette

The exterior of the closed Century III Mall taken from a drone on Thursday, May 11, 2023, in West Mifflin.

SEE MALL, PAGE A-5

By Neena Hagen
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Above:  Century III Mall in March 1980.
Top: The empty mall in a panoramic
view from a drone last week.

Century III Mall, once the third-
largest  shopping  center  in  the
world, was built on a slag heap
in 1979 with a bold vision to re-
vitalize West Mifflin.

The  mall  boasted  the  most  promi-
nent  retailers,  including  a  two-story
Kaufmann’s,  the  jewel  of  Pittsburgh
department  stores,  and  a  Sears  that
could fit 100 houses. Plus a sprawling
food  court,  palm  trees  and  plush  in-
door carpeting.

A widely sought out destination for
decades, the mall attracted millions of
visitors  and  became  a  prime  gather-
ing spot for locals and tourists.

But today, the pride of West Mifflin
— with its 63 acres, 6,000 parking spots
and glittering 40-year history — plays
host to a crowd of none.

“I  practically grew up there,”  said
Tricia  Detman,  37,  recalling  the  hal-
cyon  days  of  the  early  2000s.  “That’s
where I got my first job, where me and

all  my  friends  would  hang  out  after
school.”

“Now I don’t even go near it.”
Since closing permanently in 2019,

the mall has been left to rot in the bor-
ough’s center, its skeletal remains be-
coming a safety hazard and a magnet
for crime and drugs. All roads into the
parking lot — marred by foot-deep pot-
holes — are cordoned off by concrete
barriers, and the entrances once teem-
ing with shoppers are boarded up and
sprayed with graffiti.

Now a haven for mold and flaking
asbestos,  the  mall  has  racked up nu-
merous  code  violations  and  fines
while bleeding value as the structure
slowly breaks down. Borough officials
have scheduled a condemnation hear-
ing for June 14,  which could acceler-
ate the building’s demise.

Once a retail shopping jewel, the mall has been left to rot
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