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82 54 FORECAST, PAGE A2

City fi rearms-related incidents might be holding steady but 
o�  cials see a trend of more juveniles carrying weapons

YOUNG WITH A GUN
DAN NEPHIN
DNEPHIN@LNPNEWS.COM

Two men in a car began shooting 
at two men walking along South Ann 
Street in Lancaster on Aug. 29 last 
year.

A bullet struck one of the men in 
the back. Other bullets hit three ve-
hicles, including an ambulance with 
someone inside, but no one else was 
injured.

Several days later, police arrested 
18-year-old Israel Ramos, of Colum-
bia, and charged him with aggravated 
assault, six counts of reckless endan-
germent and related o� enses. 

The Aug. 29 shooting, and another 
nearby several hours later, as well as 

a shooting the next day in another 
part of the city, suggested the city was 
experiencing far more gunfi re than 
normal.

But the data on one of the most de-
fi nitive measures of gun violence — 
deaths — suggests the problem was 
not worse in 2022.

By the end of last year, seven peo-
ple had been killed in the city — all 
by gunfi re — including one death by 
suicide and an infant killed when, ac-
cording to police, a toddler somehow 
got hold of a gun and shot him.

Another 10 people, at least, were in-
jured by gunfi re in the city.

Factoring out the suicide and the 
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Several bullet holes are seen in the front window of DC Dior Cuts 
at 648 E. Walnut St., Lancaster, on Nov. 2, 2022.
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An o�  cer looks into a car with a broken window Aug. 29, 2022, 
on New Dauphin Street at South Ann Street in Lancaster.
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Mourners light candles for Luis Sanchez at Prince of Subs steak-
house on South Prince Street in Lancaster on Nov. 28, 2022.

ANALYSIS

BRETT SHOLTIS AND 
ASHLEY STALNECKER
BSHOLTIS@LNPNEWS.COM;
ASTALNECKER@LNPNEWS.COM

The fi nal primary totals 
surprised Megan Eshle-
man.

The Hempfi eld school 
board candidate, a cross-
fi led Democrat, hoped to 
win one of fi ve slots on her 
party’s ticket for the No-
vember general election. 
But she didn’t expect to 
get so many votes from Re-
publicans. 

“I don’t fully know why,” 
Eshleman said, mulling the 
4,579 votes she got across 
both parties, more than 
any other candidate. “I just 
hope it’s people who are 
putting our kids fi rst and 
not their own agendas.”

Nine of 10 Hempfi eld 
school board candidates 
cross-fi led to appear on 

both the 
R e p u b l i -
can and the 
Democrat-
ic primary 
ballots, a 
c o m m o n 
practice in 
Pennsylva-

nia. The more than 1,300 
GOP votes for Eshleman, 
a former teacher, weren’t 
enough for her to win a 
Republican spot in the fall, 
but she will appear on the 
Democratic ticket. And her 
numbers hint at the pos-
sibility of divided loyalties 
among Republicans.

In a few of the county’s 
Republican-controlled 
school districts, where 
fi ghts over culture war is-
sues have roiled commu-
nities, the results of Tues-
day’s primary election 

Vote hints 
at divided 
loyalty
Primary results for local school boards 
suggest November races could be close 

LISA SCHEID
LSCHEID@LNPNEWS.COM

Behavioral health workers at Lan-
caster General Hospital are worried 
recent cuts to nearly half of their de-
partment and elimination of the third 
shift will put vulnerable patients at risk 
of longer stays and becoming agitated.

Lancaster General Health o�  cials 

counter that other systems are in place 
to handle the patients that were once 
the responsibility of laid-o�  workers.

Without the third shift, there will 
be fewer opportunities for behavioral 
workers to attempt to de-escalate 
situations, which could increase agi-
tation and physical acting out in pa-
tients, a behavioral health worker told 

LNP | LancasterOnline. Patients could 
end up staying longer, the worker con-
tended, which could hurt patient out-
comes.

“The community deserves to un-
derstand exactly why it was done,” a 
member of the behavioral health in-
tervention team who was not laid o�  

LANCASTER GENERAL HEALTH

Sta� ers worry cuts will hurt care
Hospital eliminates nearly half of behavioral health department, including 3rd shift

120
Men 30 and younger were 
arrested by Lancaster city 
police last year on gun-
related charges, 27 of whom 
were 17 or younger. 

7
People were killed by gunfi re 
in 2022 in Lancaster city 
— including one death by 
suicide and an infant killed 
when, according to police, a 
toddler somehow got hold 
of a gun and shot him.

37%
Of gun homicide victims 
in the U.S. were Black men 
between the ages of 15 and 
34, although they made up 
only 2% of the population, 
according to 2019 data from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Our culture has become more violent. I think that’s 
the core of it. To me, there’s a lack of respect for 
human life, period. … Eighteen years ago when I 

started, 15-, 16-year-old kids would fi ght with fi sts, 
and now they’re shooting each other.

— Lt. Glenn Stoltzfus, Lancaster city police department spokesman
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Emergency medical personnel arrive at North Plum and East 
Ross streets in Lancaster city on Dec. 11, 2022.

With arts, outdoors, 
great food and festivals, 
Lancaster County has 
something for everyone.

n Special section

101 FUN THINGS
Miller’s Smorgasbord is a 
case study in developing a 
new business model after 
focusing on employees.

n Page D1

MONEY
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A counterprotester stands next to members of the commu-
nity gathered ahead of the school board meeting to protest 
Hempfi eld High School’s book policy in Landisville on May 9.

SEE OUR SECTION
IN EMPLOYMENT

JOB FAIR
May 24th, 2023
11am-2pm
Clipper Magazine Stadium

lnpmediagroup.com/jobfair

LancasterOnline.com/readerschoice/vote

VOTENOW
THROUGH FRIDAY, JUNE 2

We’re giving away
more prizes than ever!

*see lancasteronline.com/contests/rules for official contest rules
Must vote in at least 25 categories to be eligible to win a prize.

•YETI Roadie 24 Cooler
•Apple AirPods

•(2)$100 cash prizes
•(2)$100 Sheetz gift cards

2023

With arts, outdoors, 
great food and festivals, 
Lancaster County has 
something for everyone.

n

101 FUN THINGS

CRIME

SHOOTINGS, page A6

SCHOOL BOARDS, page A4
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Relay teams prominent in 
McCaskey girls grabbing 
the District Three Class 
3A track and fi eld crown.

n Page C1

SPORTS


