
OREGON MEDIA OPERATIONS

Eugene newspaper gutted 
by private equity owner

SPORTS

It’s the summer of Damian 
The Blazers face one of the biggest decisions in the 
franchise’s history this offseason.   C1

LIFE & CULTURE

Cultivating art, community 
Greenhouse Cabaret combines passions for theater and 
horticulture at a small plant shop in Bend.   L&C6

Tom Hallman Jr.    The Oregonian/Oregonlive

This love story couldn’t happen today.
Back in 1991 — before dating apps existed, when Port-

land (as well as the world) was a very different place — a 
Northeast Portland woman signed up for a Rose Festival 
program in which locals offered to “host” sailors when 
the U.S. Navy ships arrived for the annual event.

The woman’s name reminded one sailor of a girl he 
knew back home in Michigan.

That’s the only reason they met.
She took him out for pizza. They chatted. It was all 

very casual and innocent.
Things didn’t get serious until they found the dead body.

HOST-A-SAILOR
Carolyn Decker was born and raised in Portland and 

graduated from Reynolds High School. Throughout her 
childhood, she said, the Rose Festival was a very big 
deal.

“We always went to the parade,” she said. “When I was 
little, my friends and I had gone to the junior parade and 
the rides on the waterfront.”

In 1991, she was 28 and coming out of what she called 
a “bad relationship” when she saw a Rose Festival 
announcement about a quirky program, started in 1976, 
called Host-A-Sailor. A Portland-area resident could vol-
unteer to help a sailor enjoy the city during Fleet Week.

PORTLAND ROSE FESTIVAL

Love, death and 
mystery bloomed at 
1991 Rose Festival

The former headquarters 
for The Register-Guard in 
Eugene, photographed on 
Monday. Once one of the 
best newspapers in the 
state, it now has no phys-
ical newsroom and only 
six staff members.   Sean 
Meagher, staff

The Eugene Register-Guard, once one 
of the best newspapers in the region, today 
has no local editor, no publisher, no phys-
ical newsroom and little love from a dis-
mayed citizenry. The news staff that once 
exceeded 80 now stands at six. 

The paper’s editor quit last fall and was 
not replaced locally. The two remaining 
news reporters are taking direction from 
editors at the Statesman Journal, located 
66 miles north in Salem. The third largest 
paper in Oregon has taken control of the 

second largest.
The architect of this tectonic shift in 

Oregon journalism is Gannett Co. Inc., 
a financially challenged creation of New 
York financiers that has become notorious 
for its rapid-fire acquisition of hundreds 
of newspapers and the radical downsizing 
that typically follows. 

Gannett, the owner of the Statesman 
Journal since 1973, was itself swallowed 
up by another company called GateHouse 
Media in 2019, a $1.9 billion deal that cre-
ated the largest print media name in the 
country. 

Though it was the Gannett name that 
survived the merger, GateHouse con-
trolled the new venture with 50.5% of the 
shares. GateHouse leaders oversee 260 
daily newspapers and hundreds of week-
lies — one in five of the nation’s newspa-
pers.

A year earlier, GateHouse had acquired 
the Eugene paper for a bargain basement 
price. (GateHouse also for a time owned

The Register-Guard, one 
of Oregon’s most storied 
newspapers, withers 
under control of nation’s 
largest newspaper chain

Jeff Manning   The Oregonian/OregonLive

METRO

Blaze leaves some homeless 
A Portlander who overcame homelessness fears the fire 
could send his life spiraling back into chaos.   A6
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New newsrooms and 
websites are filling the void 
as other media retreat in 
Oregon and across the 
country.   A14
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