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Oregon cities are overhauling home-
less camping ordinances ahead of a new
state law that goes into eff�ect this sum-
mer.

The law was created to change the
way cities address homeless camps, re-
fl�ecting federal court rulings that re-
quire governments to move away from
criminalizing the unhoused and toward
increasing housing solutions.

But many of the new ordinances in
the Willamette Valley remain focused
on where people aren’t allowed to sleep,
as opposed to where they can. And
some warn they fail to comply with the
new state law and legal precedent. 

An estimated 14,476 people are
homeless in Oregon. Cities have strug-
gled to uphold the rights of those living
unsheltered while also responding to

other residents’ concerns about public
health and safety. 

In 2021, the Oregon Legislature
passed a law requiring cities to make
“objectively reasonable” regulations

about when, where and how people
can sit, lie, sleep and keep warm and
dry outdoors on public property. 

Salem Police’s Homeless Services Team on May 11 talks with Francisco Sierra Cortez, who plans on moving out of an
encampment. PHOTOS BY ABIGAIL DOLLINS/STATESMAN JOURNAL

See HOMELESS, Page 4A

Overhauling homeless
camping ordinances 
Cities opt to focus
on where people
can’t sleep
Whitney Woodworth and
Tatiana Parafi�niuk-Talesnick
Salem Statesman Journal and Eugene

Register-Guard

USA TODAY NETWORK

Officers Sean Bennett and Kevin Ramirez with Salem Police’s Homeless Services
Team check on people experiencing homelessness.

Content warning: This article dis-
cusses gun violence and the Thurston
High shooting of 1998, which may be
triggering for some readers.

“May we all understand the life-
changing impact of violence.”

This quote is etched into the stone
at Springfi�eld’s Thurston High memo-
rial, which marks the tragedy that oc-
curred at the school exactly 25 years 

25 YEARS LATER

Healing from
the Thurston
High shooting
Miranda Cyr
Eugene Register-Guard

USA TODAY NETWORK

A message sits among the flowers in
the memorial in front of Springfi�eld’s
Thurston High School in the days
following the mass shooting in 1998.
CHRIS PIETSCH/THE REGISTER-GUARD 

See HEALING, Page 2A

Find a full list of election results for
Marion and Polk counties inside to-
day’s MidValley section, Page 4C

Inside:
Election
results

Workers on Tuesday arrange mail-in
ballots in the same direction before
sorting at the Marion County
Elections office.
BRIAN HAYES/STATESMAN JOURNAL
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