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Arab leaders welcomed Syrian

President Bashar al Assad back

into the fold on Friday at the

32nd Arab Summit in Jeddah on

Friday that also grappled with

conflicts across the Middle East

and beyond.

A triumphant Assad called for

a ‘new phase’ in regional cooper-

ation in his remarks to the sum-

mit, which also featured a

surprise appearance by Ukrain-

ian President Volodymyr Zelen-

sky, a sign of host Saudi Arabia's

growing diplomatic clout.

It was the first time Assad had

appeared at the Arab League

since Syria was suspended in

2011 over the brutal crackdown

on pro-democracy demonstra-

tors that led to civil war.

"I hope that it marks the be-

ginning of a new phase of Arab

action for solidarity among us,

for peace in our region, and de-

velopment and prosperity in-

stead of war and destruction,"

Assad told the gathering.

"We are pleased today by the

attendance of Syrian President

Bashar al Assad in this summit,"

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed

bin Salman said in his remarks,

adding that he hoped the return

would lead to "stability" in Syria.

Jeddah Declaration
The Jeddah Declaration, issued

at the 32nd Arab League sum-

mit, emphasised the importance

of strengthening joint Arab ac-

tion based on common founda-

tions, values and interests. The

declaration highlighted the need

for ‘unity, solidarity and cooper-

ation to maintain security and

stability, protect sovereignty, and

strive for progress in Arab coun-

tries and work towards one des-

tiny’.

The declaration addressed

several key issues. It reaffirmed

the centrality of the Palestinian

issue and condemned violations

against Palestinians, calling 

for a comprehensive and just 

settlement based on the two-

state solution. The international

community was urged to fulfil its

responsibilities in ending the oc-

cupation of the city of Jerusalem

and its holy sites.

The Arab leaders expressed

concern about the crisis in Sudan

and emphasised the importance

of de-escalation, dialogue and

unity to restore security and sta-

bility. 

The Arab League welcomed

the decision to resume the par-

ticipation of Syrian government

delegations in its meetings, sup-

porting stability and the preser-

vation of Syria's territorial unity.

Pan-Arab efforts to assist Syria in

overcoming its crisis were also

emphasised.

The declaration expressed

support for efforts to achieve se-

curity, stability and peace in

Yemen through a comprehen-

sive political solution based on

agreed references. 

The leaders also expressed

solidarity with Lebanon and

called for dialogue among

Lebanese parties to elect a pres-

ident and implement necessary

reforms to address the country's

crisis.

The declaration emphasised

the importance of investing in re-

sources, addressing challenges

and utilising technology to

achieve an Arab industrial and

agricultural renaissance. Solidar-

ity, interdependence and unity

among Arab countries were en-

couraged to achieve the aspira-

tions of Arab peoples.

(With inputs from agencies)

Muscat -   Nama Power and

Water Procurement Company

signed two agreements on

Thursday to the tune of

US$800mn with investment

consortiums for two independent

power projects (IPPs) to produce

electricity using renewable en-

ergy in the wilayat of Manah in

Dakhliyah.

The two IPPs - Manah I and

Manah II - will have a total pro-

duction capacity of 1,000MW,

generated using solar photo-

voltaic technology. The two proj-

ects, which will include over 2mn

solar panels, will be set up on an

area of 14.5mn sqm.

Manah I Solar IPP will be de-

veloped by a consortium consist-

ing of EDF from France and the

Korea Western Power Company

from South Korea.

Manah II Solar IPP will be de-

veloped by a consortium led by

Sembcorp Utilities, a wholly

own-ed subsidiary of Sembcorp

Industries from Singapore, and

Jinko Power Technology from

China.

The agreements were signed

at a ceremony where the com-

pany announced its rebranding

from Oman Power and Water

Procurement Company. The

event was held under the aus-

pices of H E Dr Khalfan Said al

Shuaili, Minister of Housing and

Urban Planning.

On the occasion, Yaqoob Saif

al Kiyumi, CEO of Nama Power

and Water Procurement, said,

"Our new brand identity reflects

our commitment to sustainable

development. We are committed

to promoting the use of renew-

able energy in Oman and ensur-

ing the long-term energy security

of the country along with con-

tributing to the achievement of

the net zero target of the sul-

tanate."

Kiyumi informed that the

company will develop the Manah

I and Manah II solar projects in

partnership with the private sec-

tor on a build, own and operate

basis.

The company is also working

on developing a new solar power

project in Ibri of 500MW pro-

duction capacity, in addition to

wind power projects of 400MW

production capacity.

H M decrees
promulgation
of School 
Education Law

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik has is-

sued Royal Decree No

31/2023 promulgating the

School Education Law after

presenting the same before

the Council of Oman. 

The Royal decree reads

as follows:

Article 1 states that the

School Education Law at-

tached to this decree will be

enforced.

Article 2 states that the

Minister of Education will

issue the executive regula-

tion for the attached law.

The minister will also issue

bylaws and decisions neces-

sary for the implementation

of the attached School Edu-

cation Law. Till such time,

the existing regulations and

decisions will be enforced

without prejudice to the pro-

visions of the attached law.

Article 3 annuls Royal De-

cree No 68/77 on establish-

ing private schools. It also

cancels all that contradicts

the attached law or contra-

venes its provisions.

Article 4 states that this de-

cree will be published in the

Official Gazette and en-

forced from the day follow-

ing its date of publication. 

ONA 

Kyiv - His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has

sent a written message to President Volodymyr

Zelensky of Ukraine.

The message deals with relations between

Oman and Ukraine and means of promoting

these, in addition to issues of common concern

that serve international peace and security.

The message was handed over by Ambassa-

dor at Large Sheikh Abdulaziz Abdullah al Hinai,

when Ukraine's Special Envoy for the Middle East

and Africa Maxim Sobh received him in Kyiv on

Friday.

Sayyid Asaad meets Zelensky 
Sayyid Asaad bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime Min-

ister for International Relations and Cooperation

Affairs and Personal Representative of His

Majesty the Sultan, met President Zelensky on the

sidelines of the Arab Summit in Jeddah on Friday.

The meeting reviewed bilateral relations be-

tween the two countries and developments of the

war in Ukraine. They also touched on means of

achieving just peace in accordance with the rules

of international law, respect for the sovereignty

of countries, good neighbourliness, and peaceful

coexistence among all states and peoples.
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H M sends message to Ukrainian President

Muscat- Oman has condemned

the storming and vandalism of

the Embassy of Qatar in the Su-

danese capital Khartoum by

armed forces.  

In a statement issued on 

Saturday, the Foreign Ministry

affirmed the sultanate's firm 

position rejecting any action 

targeting diplomatic missions,

and the need to protect 

diplomatic buildings according 

to the customs and charters 

that govern and regulate 

diplomatic work. 

Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign

Affairs confirmed that embassy

staff had been evacuated previ-

ously and that none of the diplo-

mats or embassy staff were hurt

or harmed.

Qatar embassy in Sudan stormed, vandalised 

Moody's upgrades 7 Oman 

govt-related companies 
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Syria's President Bashar al Assad (2L) greets his Egyptian counterpart Abdel Fattah al Sisi as Tunisia's President Kais Saied (L) and Sayyid Asaad bin Tarik al Said (3L) look on in Jeddah on Friday (AFP)

(Supplied photo)

$800mn pacts inked to operate
2 solar power projects in Manah


