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The State Medical Board of Ohio is
investigating allegations that a Dover
plastic surgeon failed to follow state
rules for performing liposuction.

Dr. David M. Hartman, 63, is ac-
cused of violating the rules in treating
10 patients, including one who spent a
night in a hospital intensive care unit
after getting a tummy tuck accompa-
nied by fat removal from her abdomen
and fl�anks, according to a notice sent
to Hartman by the board on March 8.

After the patient noticed excessive
blood loss, she fainted and went by
ambulance to the hospital, where she
was given a blood transfusion, intra-
venous fl�uids and antibiotics. She was
diagnosed with low blood pressure, 

State Medical
Board of Ohio
considering
discipline for
plastic surgeon
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See SURGEON, Page 8A
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Player, coach relationship
impacted Browns
SPORTS, 1B

First of a two-part series

Guns are tools for hunting, recrea-
tion, self-defense, committing acts of
violence, and for war. But in the last two
decades, certain fi�rearms like the AR-15
style rifl�e have become something more:
A totem. A symbol of political ideology.

And Ohio is the perfect example of
how that national narrative shift trans-
formed the laws governing guns.

The Buckeye State fl�ipped from one
of the last states to permit concealed

carry in 2003 to a state Guns and Ammo
magazine ranked as “steadily moving its
way forward” in 2022.

Even the 2019 mass shooting in Day-
ton, where nine people died, didn’t di-
vert Ohio from that path. Gov. Mike De-
Wine promised a crowd of mourners
chanting “do something” that he would
do “everything that we can.”

But Ohio’s gun laws went in the other
direction after the deadliest mass
shooting in recent Ohio history. Instead
of becoming more restrictive, lawmak-
ers eliminated the duty to retreat (be-
fore using force in self-defense) and
lowered training requirements for
armed teachers.

For gun-rights supporters, this
marked a return to how our founders en-
visioned America, a restoration of the
liberties enumerated in the Bill of
Rights. For opponents, however, it was a
capitulation to gun manufacturers that
prioritized profi�t over children. An em-
blem of America’s increasing inability to
consider the opinions, beliefs and well-
being of others.
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OHIO DIVIDED
State’s gun laws have seen major changes in 20 years: What happened?

ABOVE: Supporters and
counterdemonstrators at
a pro-Second Amendment rally
yell at each other on March 28,
2019, at the Ohio Statehouse.
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LEFT: Bullets are available
for reloading during a
concealed carry class.
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Ohio gun laws in last 20 years.
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Legendary Browns running back
Jim Brown stood atop a stage on June
21, 2016, in downtown Cleveland and
handed the Larry O’Brien trophy to Le-
Bron James while the Cavaliers cele-
brated the end of the city’s nearly 52-
year title drought amid a sea of fans.

The moment between Brown and
James symbolized a passing of the
torch between the iconic players most
responsible for Cleveland’s two major
professional sports championships in
the past six decades.

Memories from the championship
parade came fl�ooding back Friday af-
ternoon when Brown’s wife, Monique,
announced the news of his death. She
said Brown died Thursday night at the
age of 87.

“Jim Brown is the Cleveland Browns
and our thoughts and prayers are with
his wife, Monique, his children and en-
tire family as well as all those who 

Cleveland
Browns legend
Jim Brown dies
at the age of 87
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