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THE LATEST

D.C. officer arrested 
for lying about leaks 
to Proud Boys, A2

Zelenskyy arrives at 
G7 summit as leaders 
sanction Russia, A3

 Sunday 
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‘Magnificent’ life
Kerri Strug, hero of the 1996 Olympics, in 
region tonight to give keynote address. D1

The lighter side
Patricia Arquette is turning her talents to 
comedy on new AppleTV+ series. C1

FACTORS TO 
CONSIDER 
IN BURROW 
CONTRACT 
TALKS. D1

COMEDIAN 
WILL DO A 
SHOW NEAR 
HIS NEW 
HOME. B1 

A SIGN SUMMER’S 
ON ITS WAY. B1
Springfield’s Splash Zone recruiting, 
training lifeguards for pool season

Nice today, sunny
TODAY: 78/54 MON: 80/57  
TUE: 83/59 FORECAST: D6

ONLY IN THE NEWS-SUN

By Brooke Spurlock
Staff Writer

Students in the Class of 2023 
endured multiple disruptions 
from the coronavirus pandemic 
during their high school time, 
helping shape their lives now 
as they prepare to walk the 
stage to receive their diplomas 
and likely for years to come.

Schools were forced to close 
in March 2020 due to COVID, 
and students and teachers transi-
tioned from in-person classes to 
virtual learning. Even as classes 
started to resume slowly in per-
son in 2021, spikes in corona-
virus cases caused schools to 
close some days, or many stu-
dents stayed out with the illness.

Clark-Shawnee Superinten-
dent Brian Kuhn said schools 

have countless stories of the 
successes and resiliency of 
these seniors.

“This group of students had 
demonstrated perseverance 
and flexibility beyond what 
anyone could have imagined 
when they began school as 

kindergarteners,” Kuhn said. 
“Each student has a unique 
opportunity to step into soci-
ety and make a meaningful dif-
ference, to positively impact 
the life of each person they 
interact with, and to be life-
long learners.”

This year’s high school stu-
dents and recent graduates who 
handled classes amid the pan-
demic also are more open to 
talking about mental health, 
said Asia Williams, director of 
Youth Services, and Jessica Sha-
fer, youth therapist, both of Men-
tal Health Services for Clark and 
Madison Counties. They noted 
an increased focus on self-care 
among graduating seniors.

“One trend that has been 
seen is that graduating seniors 
in 2022 and 2023 seem less 
likely to tolerate what they see 
as busy work which may impact 
college enrollment and work-
force entry,” Williams said.

 “As freshmen and sopho-
mores, students had to be advo-
cates for their own education, 
and now there is a sense that 
students want practical classes 
and not classes they feel they 
don’t need,” Shafer added. 

Some of the area’s graduat-
ing seniors shared their stories 
with the Springfield News-Sun.

Seniors continued on A6

Class of 2023: Countless 
stories of success, resiliency

Members of 
graduating class 
that endured 
pandemic changes 
share their stories. 

Sara Deerwester, who is graduating from Shawnee High 
School, said the pandemic “helped me grow closer to people 
who matter most to me now.” BILL LACKEY PHOTOS / STAFF

Samaira Peterson is graduating from the Global Impact STEM 
Academy. COVID taught her to “face your challenges head on.”

Leeza Wheeler, who is graduating from Springfield High School, 
says she’s more prepared for college because of the pandemic. 

NEWS-SUN 
INVESTIGATES

By Cornelius Frolik
Staff Writer

The man at the center of 
a highly publicized interna-
tional saga whose face has been 
splashed all over the news in 
the U.K. claims he is an Irish 
orphan named Arthur Knight 
who has never been to America.

But two women who attended 
Sinclair Community College 
in Dayton 15 years ago believe 
— and Scottish courts agree — 
that he is Nicholas Rossi, a con-
victed sex offender who author-
ities allege faked his own death 
and fled overseas to try to avoid 
criminal prosecution.

“There’s not a doubt in 
my mind that that’s Nick,” 
Mary Grebinski, a 34-year-old 
Greene County woman who 
was sexually abused by Rossi, 
said in an interview with the 
News-Sun. “He’s gotten fat-
ter, and he’s in a wheelchair, 
but you can tell.”

The man has been fight-
ing extradition to the United 
States, where Rossi faces mul-
tiple rape charges in Utah and 
is a suspect in a fraud case 
with ties to the Dayton area.

Rossi was also accused 
of domestic violence by his 
ex-wife, failing to repay money 
he borrowed from his part-
ners and stealing money from 
a Canadian TV personality.

Rossi allegedly went to great 
lengths to try to convince the 
public, the media and law 
enforcement he died of cancer 
in early 2020, including by 
creating fake online obituaries.

Rossi continued on A4

Irish 
orphan 
or sex 
offender 
with ties 
to area?
‘There’s not a doubt 
in my mind that that’s 
Nick,’ local victim says.

SPECIAL COVERAGE: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE U.S. AIR FORCE TURNS 100

By Thomas Gnau
Staff Writer

There’s far more to the National 
Museum of the U.S. Air Force than 
the four big hangars visible to 
motorists on Harshman Avenue.

In fact, visitors never see most 
of what is in the museum’s vast 
collection.

Krista Overman, a curator for 
the museum’s Collections Divi-
sion, said the institution has about 
136,000 artifacts.

About 88,000 of those are at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
Overman said in a recent inter-
view. “The remaining ones are on 

loan to either civilian museums or 
other Air Force base museums.”

The museum also oversees 
what it calls “static display” 
programs. If you see a “plane 
on a stick” at a local Veterans 
of Foreign Wars hall — similar 
to the F-104 posted as a famil-
iar sentinel on the museum’s 
front lawn — the institution is 
responsible for those, too.

In fact, only about 7,000 of 
the museum’s artifacts are on 
exhibit in a manner accessible 
to the public.

“That’s only about 6% or 7% of 
our collection,” Overman said. 
“The rest is in this building (build-

ing 5 on Wright-Patterson’s Area 
B) or on loan.”

A good chunk of Air Force and 
American history rests in a non-

descript series of buildings on 
Wright-Patterson’s Area B.

Museum continued on A8

Air Force museum unveils rare items not on display
Only 7,000 of its 136,000 artifacts — 6 to 7%  
of the collection — are on display in Dayton.

AIR FORCE MUSEUM CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
This year marks the 100th anniversary of what today is the National 
Museum of the U.S. Air Force, a major economic and cultural asset to 
our region. Pick up Monday’s newspaper or visit our website to learn 
about a special exhibit opening this week to highlight the museum’s 
century in operation. Also visit our website for videos taking readers 
behind the scenes to see rarely seen artifacts.

EXTRA COVERAGE
We’ve gathered some images from the Museum of the U.S. Air 
Force’s past exhibits and events. See them in your digital ePaper at 
epaper.springfieldnewssun.com.
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