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CLOSER LOOK

By Michael D. Clark
Staff Writer

OXFORD — Miami University’s 
widely acclaimed graduate stu-
dent programs to boost K-12 
student mental health locally 
and statewide just received 
more federal funding.

The $626,000 federal educa-
tion department grant, which 
will be distributed to Miami 
over five years, is designed to 
help the university train grad-
uate-level students from the 
Hamilton and Dayton areas 
to develop skills to help local 
schools better meet the mental 
health needs of grade-school 
students.

The onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020 propelled 
student mental health chal-
lenges to the forefront for K-12 
schools locally and nation-
ally. And though the pandemic 
emergency has this month been 
nationally declared over, the 
emotional health challenges of 
school children remain.

“At a time of record mental 
health concerns, this grant 
provides scholarships and 
supports that enable Miami 
to expand and diversify the 
pipeline of social workers, who 
have the knowledge and skills 
to support our K-12 schools and 
students,” said Jason Lane, 
dean of the College of Edu-
cation, Health and Society 
at Miami.

The awards were funded by 
the Bipartisan Safer Commu-
nities Act (BSCA), which Presi-
dent Joseph Biden signed into 
law in June 2022, and they 
help advance the adminis-
tration’s efforts to tackle the 
mental health crisis in our 
schools, according to a state-
ment released by the U.S.  
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Mental 
health 
training 
at Miami 
gets boost
Grant designed to 
help the university 
train social workers.
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By Denise G. Callahan
Staff Writer

The Butler County commission-
ers have already awarded nearly 
$69 million in American Rescue 
Plan Act dollars and have a total 
of $10 million more to spend, but 
a portion of that must address the 
homelessness situation.

County Administrator Judi 
Boyko informed the commission-

ers they have two more projects 
to consider for the remainder of 
their $7 million in COVID-19 pan-

demic relief funding. Requests 
have come in for $1.2 million 
from the Emergency Manage-

ment Agency for a new Hazmat 
truck, and Madison Twp. wants 
$750,000 for park improvements.

President Joe Biden signed the 
$1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan 
Act into law March 11, 2021, and 
it allocated $350 billion to help 
local governments with pains 
caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic. When the commission-
ers learned they had nearly $75 
million to spend, they invited 
other governments and agen-
cies to pitch them ideas.

The county received an eclectic  
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Butler County still has some COVID 
relief money to decide how to use  
Fund options include 
park upgrades, Hazmat 
truck, homelessness. 

Madison Twp. 
trustees have 
asked for 
ARPA funding 
to upgrade 
the township 
park with 
restrooms, 
playground 
equipment 
and more. NICK 
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SPECIAL COVERAGE: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE U.S. AIR FORCE TURNS 100

By Thomas Gnau
Staff Writer

There’s far more to the 
National Museum of the U.S. 
Air Force than the four big 
hangars visible to motorists 
on Harshman Avenue.

In fact, visitors never see 
most of what is in the muse-
um’s vast collection.

Krista Overman, a curator 
for the museum’s Collections 
Division, said the institution 
has about 136,000 artifacts.

About 88,000 of those are 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Overman said in a recent 
interview. “The remaining ones 
are on loan to either civilian 

museums or other Air Force 
base museums.”

The museum also oversees 
what it calls “static display” 
programs. If you see a “plane 
on a stick” at a local Veter-

ans of Foreign Wars hall — 
similar to the F-104 posted 
as a familiar sentinel on the 
museum’s front lawn — the 
institution is responsible for 
those, too.

In fact, only about 7,000 of 
the museum’s artifacts are on 
exhibit in a manner accessible 
to the public.

“That’s only about 6% or 7% 
of our collection,” Overman 
said. “The rest is in this build-
ing (building 5 on Wright-Pat-
terson’s Area B) or on loan.”

A good chunk of Air Force 
and American history rests in a 
nondescript series of buildings 
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Air Force museum unveils 
rare items not on display

Only 7,000 of its 
136,000 artifacts 
— 6 to 7% of the 
collection — are on 
display in Dayton.

Chad VanHook 
is project 
lead on the 
restoration 
of the 
“Swoose,” the 
only B-17D in 
existence. “It’s 
essentially 
untouched 
since it left 
the military,” 
VanHook said. 
“The goal is 
to restore 
only what is 
absolutely 
necessary ... 
with a huge 
emphasis on 
preserving as 
much of the 
originality as 
we possibly 
can.”
JIM NOELKER 
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In building 5 on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base’s Area B is the 
home of the museum’s artifacts, including an autographed 
swath of cloth from the original 1903 Wright Flyer. 

EXTRA COVERAGE
We’ve gathered some 
images from the Museum 
of the U.S. Air Force’s past 
exhibits and events. See 
them in your digital ePaper 
at epaper.journal-news.
com.
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