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By Cornelius Frolik
Staff Writer

The man at the center of 
a highly publicized interna-
tional saga whose face has been 
splashed all over the news in 
the U.K. claims he is an Irish 
orphan named Arthur Knight 
who has never been to America.

But two women who attended 
Sinclair Community College 
in Dayton 15 years ago believe 
— and Scottish courts agree — 
that he is Nicholas Rossi, a con-
victed sex offender who author-
ities allege faked his own death 
and fled overseas to try to avoid 
criminal prosecution.

“There’s not a doubt in 
my mind that that’s Nick,” 
Mary Grebinski, a 34-year-old 
Greene County woman who 
was sexually abused by Rossi, 
said in an interview with the 
Dayton Daily News. “He’s got-
ten fatter, and he’s in a wheel-
chair, but you can tell.”

The man has been fight-
ing extradition to the United 
States, where Rossi faces mul-
tiple rape charges in Utah and 
is a suspect in a fraud case 
with ties to the Dayton area.

Rossi was also accused 
of domestic violence by his 
ex-wife, failing to repay money 
he borrowed from his part-
ners and stealing money from 
a Canadian TV personality.

Rossi allegedly went to great 
lengths to try to convince the 
public, the media and law 
enforcement he died of cancer 
in early 2020, including by 
creating fake online obituaries.

Rossi continued on A6

Irish 
orphan 
or sex 
offender 
with ties 
to area?
‘There’s not a doubt 
in my mind that that’s 
Nick,’ local victim says.

TOP NATIONAL STORY

By Alanna Durkin Richer  
and Denise Lavoie
Associated Press

RICHMOND, VA. — A U.S. judge’s 
ruling striking down a federal law 
that bans licensed federal fire-
arms dealers from selling hand-
guns to young adults under 21 is 
the latest example of how a land-

mark Supreme Court decision is 
transforming the legal landscape 
around firearms.

The ruling issued this month 
by a federal judge in Virginia 
is just the beginning of what’s 
likely to be a lengthy court bat-
tle over rules aimed at making it 
harder for 18- to 20-year-olds to 
get handguns.

The judge’s ruling won’t go 
into effect until he issues a final 
order that would bar the gov-
ernment from enforcing the 
age limit. The Justice Depart-
ment didn’t immediately com-
ment on the ruling but is likely 
to appeal and could ask for the 
final order to be put on hold 
while it does.

The judge cited the Supreme 
Court’s June decision in a case 
called Bruen, which changed the 
test that courts had long used to 

evaluate gun laws. 
The ruling has opened the 

door to a wave of challenges 
from gun-rights activists and 
created turmoil in the courts 
as judges wrestle over what 
gun restrictions can remain on 
the books.

Here’s a look at the Virginia’s 
judge’s ruling, the impact of the 
Supreme Court’s Bruen decision 
and what’s next:

Gun continued on A5

Ruling takes aim at age limit for gun buyers  
Judge in Virginia recently struck down a federal 
law as the legal landscape around firearms shifts.  

SPECIAL COVERAGE: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE U.S. AIR FORCE TURNS 100

By Thomas Gnau
Staff Writer

There’s far more to the 
National Museum of the U.S. 
Air Force than the four big 
hangars visible to motorists 
on Harshman Avenue.

In fact, visitors never see 
most of what is in the muse-
um’s vast collection.

Krista Overman, a curator 
for the museum’s Collections 
Division, said the institution 
has about 136,000 artifacts.

About 88,000 of those are 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Overman said in a recent 
interview. “The remaining ones 
are on loan to either civilian 
museums or other Air Force 
base museums.”

The museum also oversees 
what it calls “static display” 

programs. If you see a “plane 
on a stick” at a local Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars hall — 
similar to the F-104 posted 
as a familiar sentinel on the 
museum’s front lawn — the 
institution is responsible for 
those, too.

In fact, only about 7,000 of 
the museum’s artifacts are on 

exhibit in a manner accessible 
to the public.

“That’s only about 6% or 7% 
of our collection,” Overman 
said. “The rest is in this build-
ing (building 5 on Wright-Pat-
terson’s Area B) or on loan.”

A good chunk of Air Force 

Museum continued on A16

Air Force museum unveils 
rare items not on display

Only 7,000 of its 
136,000 artifacts 
— 6 to 7% of the 
collection — are on 
display in Dayton.

Chad VanHook 
is project 
lead on the 
restoration 
of the 
“Swoose,” the 
only B-17D in 
existence. “It’s 
essentially 
untouched 
since it left 
the military,” 
VanHook said. 
“The goal is 
to restore 
only what is 
absolutely 
necessary ... 
with a huge 
emphasis on 
preserving as 
much of the 
originality as 
we possibly 
can.”
JIM NOELKER 
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In building 5 on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base’s Area B is the 
home of the museum’s artifacts, including an autographed 
swath of cloth from the original 1903 Wright Flyer. 

AIR FORCE MUSEUM 
CELEBRATING 
 100 YEARS
This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of what today 
is the National Museum of 
the U.S. Air Force, a major 
economic and cultural 
asset to our region. Pick up 
Monday’s newspaper or 
visit our website to learn 
about a special exhibit 
opening this week to 
highlight the museum’s 
century in operation. Also 
visit our website for videos 
taking readers behind the 
scenes to see rarely seen 
artifacts.

EXTRA COVERAGE
We’ve gathered some 
images from the Museum 
of the U.S. Air Force’s 
past exhibits and events. 
See them in your digital 
ePaper at epaper.
daytondailynews.com.
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