
They contain a chip that 

broadcasts identification to 

border personnel, designed 

to make crossings easier.

Jeremy Pelzer   jpelzer@cleveland.com

COLU M BUS — Ohio last month became 
the sixth state to authorize enhanced 
driver’s licenses and ID cards, which 
will allow residents to more easily cross 
the border into Canada, Mexico and 
Caribbean nations.

Officials in the other states that 
already offer enhanced driver’s licenses, 
or EDLs, say the licenses are popular and 
have generally worked well. However, 
the four Canadian provinces that began 
offering EDLs in the late 2000s have 
since stopped, citing low demand and 
more convenient alternatives.

The Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles 
does not know how much the program 
will cost the state, according to Bret 
Crow, a spokesman for the Ohio Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

EDLs are different from traditional 
licenses or “Real ID” cards that will soon 
be required to board airplanes. They 
are thicker than normal licenses, will 
cost $25 more in Ohio, and they have a 
radio chip that broadcasts an identifica-
tion number that border guards can use 
to access personal information beyond 
what’s printed on the license itself.

That information allows people to 
move more quickly through interna-
tional border crossings without having to 
show a passport. In that way, it’s similar 
to TSA’s PreCheck program, which per-
mits people who give information ahead 
of time to go through airport security 
more easily.

Andrew J. Tobias   atobias@cleveland.com

C OLU M BU S — Shammas Malik, 32, says 
that Akron voters could have viewed his 
age as a weakness. But in electing him 
mayor this month, they agreed with him 
that it actually was a strength.

“Often it was older people who said, we 
do need younger ideas and fresh ideas and 
generational perspective,” Malik said in an 
interview.

Malik, a city councilman with a Har-
vard law degree, won Akron’s Democratic 
primary this month. He defeated a more 
conservative, older Democratic candidate, 
Marco Sommerfield, and others, running 
away with a decisive 42% of the vote in a 
seven-candidate race that had polled more 
like a three-way tie.

Since no non-Democratic general election 
candidate qualified for the ballot, Malik now 
is in line to be the city’s next mayor. When he 
enters office next year, he will be the young-
est person and the only person of color ever 
to hold the office, according to local media. 
He will replace Dan Horrigan, who decided 
not to seek a third four-year term.

Malik is just the latest millennial person 
of color to be elected mayor of a big Ohio 
city. In 2021, voters elected Justin Bibb, 34, 
in Cleveland and Aftab Pureval, 40, in Cin-
cinnati.
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Ohio will roll 
out enhanced 
licenses. Are 
they worth it?

MILLENNIAL MAYORS

‘We’re not going  
to wait our turn’ 

Cleveland, Akron, Cincinnati 

— three big Ohio cities, three 

millennial mayors of color, 

and what Dems can glean 

from these new leaders. 

Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb, 34: “I think it’s going to be important for the 
(Democratic) party to rely on mayors to tell the story of how Democrats are  
successful and delivering for our residents.”   David Petkiewicz, cleveland.com

How a messy fight over the 

county’s water department led 

to a criminal investigation.

Adam Ferrise   aferrise@cleveland.com

It seemed simple enough. More than 
two years ago, some Geauga County offi-
cials wanted to ditch an independent con-
tractor handling the water department’s 
IT in favor of the county’s own IT system 
— a requirement under Ohio law.

Those years have been nothing short 
of tumultuous. They’ve been filled with 

elected and appointed officials shouting 
insults at each other in public meetings, a 
wastewater plant shutdown, a lawsuit filed 
by commissioners against other county 
officials, and a Russian-based hack of the 
water department’s emails.

The longstanding fight escalated this 
month when investigators for the Geauga 
County prosecutor, along with the FBI and 
U.S. Secret Service, simultaneously raided 
an employee’s office at the Department of 
Water Resources and the contractor’s busi-
ness and home.

The raids came as little surprise to 
some, like Geauga County Auditor Chuck 
Walder, who led the charge to bring Water 
Resources’ technology under the Auto-

mated Data Processing Board, the coun-
ty’s IT department.

“Honestly, it answered a lot of ques-
tions for me,” Walder said. “Why would 
you resist oversight that much? Why 
would you fight it? Because you don’t 
want someone looking over your shoul-
der.”

The criminal investigation centers 
around the contractor, Joe Camino of 
CSJ Technologies, and Water Resources 
IT administrator Mike Kurzinger. Inves-
tigators searched Camino’s home and 
business in Mentor at the same time as 
Kurzinger’s office in the county building 
on Ravenwood Drive.

GEAUGA COUNTY

Public spats, a plant shutdown and raids

TRAVEL

150 years of tranquility
Over the years Lakeside has evolved, but 
the four pillars have not changed. The 
stress of everyday living fades just by 
driving through the gates.   Travel, Pg. 1

Cincinnati Mayor Aftab Pureval, 40, was 
elected in 2021 with 66% of the vote.    
Aaron Doster, Associated Press

Shammas Malik, 32, is set to become 
Akron’s newest mayor in November.     
David Petkiewicz, cleveland.com 
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Third Federal’s 3-Year Bonus CD

Five stars strong. Five stars superior.
•  Competitive rate 

all three years
•  Bonus rate in the 

first year
•  Deposits are 

FDIC-insured

Third Federal has been rated 5 stars (superior) for strength and stability from the 
independent bank rating agency, Bauer Financial, for the last 35 years.
We operate with more than double the capital reserves required by regulators.
And, 96% of our retail deposits are FDIC insured.
With 21 convenient locations to serve you, call or visit today.
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