
Even the 2019 mass shooting in Day-
ton, where nine people died, didn’t di-
vert Ohio from that path. Gov. Mike
DeWine promised a crowd of mourners
chanting “do something” that he would
do “everything that we can.”

But Ohio’s gun laws went in the other
direction after the deadliest mass shoot-
ing in recent Ohio history. Instead of be-
coming more restrictive, lawmakers
eliminated the duty to retreat (before us-
ing force in self-defense) and lowered
training requirements for armed teach-
ers.

For gun-rights supporters, this
marked a return to how our founders en-
visioned America, a restoration of the
liberties enumerated in the Bill of
Rights. For opponents, however, it was a
capitulation to gun manufacturers that
prioritized profi�t over children. An em-
blem of America’s increasing inability to
consider the opinions, beliefs and well-
being of others.

“In a lot of ways, Ohio is the story,”
said Ryan Busse, a former Kimber Fire-
arms executive who writes extensively
on this issue. “It’s kind of the story of 
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And Ohio is the perfect example of
how that national narrative shift trans-
formed the laws governing guns.

The Buckeye State fl�ipped from one
of the last states to permit concealed
carry in 2003 to a state Guns and Ammo
magazine ranked as “steadily moving its
way forward” in 2022.
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ABOVE: Supporters and
counterdemonstrators at
a pro-Second Amendment rally
yell at each other on March 28,
2019, at the Ohio Statehouse.
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Republicans on the Ohio Ballot
Board approved ballot language for an
August amendment that, if OK’d by
voters, would make it harder to change
the state’s constitution.

Before the 3-2 party-line vote, oppo-
nents of the proposed change argued
the language was not clear and did not
tell voters what the current standard to
amend the state constitution actually
is. 

“It’s not telling the voters what
change they are being asked to make,”
said attorney Don McTigue, who is rep-
resenting opponents of the measure
and has sued over the legality of hold-
ing an August election. Two Democrat-
ic members of the fi�ve-member ballot
board voted against the language.

Ohio Secretary of State Frank La-
Rose, a Republican, said that the ap-
proved language was accurate and to
the point.

“Putting a ton of words on the actual
ballot is confusing to people in and of
itself,” LaRose told reporters. “So we
provided an explanation of what’s
changing. We didn’t provide an expla-
nation of the way it currently is.”

Thursday’s meeting was the next
step in the process after Republican
lawmakers voted last week to put the
issue on the August ballot. The pro-
posed change would require any future
amendment to the state constitution to
get 60% of the vote instead of the cur-
rent 50% plus one vote. 
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Protesters convene inside the Ohio
Statehouse before a House vote on a
proposal to increase the threshold
for state constitutional amendments.
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