
HERKIMER — The state
budget was nearly a month late.
The governor had gone days
without addressing the public.
And Lt. Gov. Antonio Delgado
was onstage at Herkimer Com-
munity College alongside the
institution’s president and a
stuffed, slumped diamond min-
er in full costume.

Cathleen McColgin delivered
a warm, three-minute introduc-
tion as the 6-foot-4 Delgado

between the two, part of it is
structural: Lieutenant gover-
nors in New York have rela-
tively few official responsibili-
ties other than occasional cere-
monial duties in the state Sen-
ate and waiting around for the
governor to be expelled from
office by death or scandal. Two
of New York’s four most recent
governors were elevated to
office that way.

It is far from unusual for
these political partners to oper-
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Lieutenant governor not amajor player in Gov. KathyHochul’s battles
By Joshua Solomon
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momentarily stared off into
space. An audience of roughly
100 listened as the former con-
gressman from Schenectady
spoke about brownfield rede-
velopment.

Delgado’s voice crackled
through a malfunctioning mi-
crophone. “Can you hear me?”
he said.

It was nearly a year ago that
Delgado left Congress to be-
come lieutenant governor,
forgoing what was expected to
be a bruising congressional

campaign to become Gov.
Kathy Hochul’s wing man. But
after campaigning alongside her
to win a full four-year term, he
has been relatively absent dur-
ing the governor’s biggest polit-
ical fights since the election:
the failed nomination of Justice
Hector D. LaSalle as chief
judge; an unprecedented (and
now failed) proposal to increase
housing; and recent changes to
the state’s bail laws intended to
increase public safety.

If there is a growing divide

▲� New York Lt. Gov. Antonio Delgado, left, and Gov. Kathy Hochul attend a ceremony honoring deceased members of the law enforcement
community at the Empire State Plaza in Albany in early May.
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NEWBURGH — The story
tore through local and national
media last weekend: Homeless
veterans had been kicked out of
their temporary lodgings in
upstate hotels to make room for
migrants bused from New York
City. The motive was pure greed,
as the city — with its social ser-
vices agencies overwhelmed by
the surge in asylum-seekers
from the U.S.-Mexico border —
was prepared to pay hundreds
more per room than the non-
profit supporting the vets could
afford.

But within days, the entire
narrative had begun to fall apart.
State Assemblyman Brian Mah-
er, R-Walden, who had been
advocating for the displaced
veterans in forums ranging from
Fox News Channel to the leg-
islative chamber, told the Times

Motive
pure
greed
Tale of homeless vets
ousted by migrants was
heartbreaking, fictional

By Phillip Pantuso, Brendan J.
Lyons and Lana Bellamy
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SCHOHARIE — If it had been
up to District Attorney Susan
Mallery, the people’s case against
Nauman Hussain would have
ended last summer with a judg-
e’s formal decision to accept a
plea deal and sentence him to
five years of probation for the
Oct. 6, 2018, limousine crash that
remains one of the nation’s

worst transportation disasters.
Instead, Mallery found herself

taking the case to trial and scor-
ing a victory in what will likely
be remembered as the biggest
case of her career: a guilty ver-
dict — or rather 20 of them, one
for each of the victims — and
Hussain facing a possible prison
sentence of five to 15 years at his
May 31 sentencing.

But getting to Wednesday’s

conclusion took nearly five years
in which the outcome often
appeared uncertain, and Mal-
lery’s handling of the case came
in for withering criticism.

In the weeks after the crash,
the district attorney angered the
National Transportation Safety
Board with her refusal to grant
federal investigators access to
the wreckage of the 2001 stretch
Ford Excursion involved in the
crash. Her blockade was resolved
only after members of Congress

Susan Mallery’s winding
road to limo trial victory
District attorney withstood years of criticism for
Hussain prosecution— but, in the end, a conviction
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Special prosecutor Frederick Rench talks to District Attorney Susan
Mallery May 8 during opening statements for the Schoharie limo crash
trial. The two were criticized for their plodding manner, but jurors said
they built a compelling fact pattern of wrongdoing by Nauman Hussain.

By Larry Rulison
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