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WASHINGTON – Former FBI em-
ployees accused the bureau of politici-
zation in congressional testimony
Thursday, a day after the agency dis-
closed that two of the men had seen
their security clearances revoked over
concerns about how their views of the
Capitol attack on Jan. 6, 2021, aff�ected
their work. 

The three men alleged overreach and
retaliation by the FBI in testimony to a
special House committee investigating
what Republicans assert is the “weap-
onization” of the federal government
against conservatives.

“If you’re not politically correct ...
you’re not in line with what they think
to be the political position or the proper
position, you’re the target,” Rep. Jim
Jordan of Ohio, the Republican chair-
man of the committee, said in his open-
ing statement.

Former FBI employees Marcus Allen
and Steve Friend testifi�ed to the panel
just hours after the FBI informed Jor-
dan in a letter Wednesday – obtained by
The Associated Press – that both men
had been stripped of security clear-
ances after either attending the Capitol
riot in 2021 or espousing alternate theo-
ries about the attack. 

A mob of pro-Trump rioters, some
armed with pipes, bats and bear spray,
charged into the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021,
quickly overrunning overwhelmed po-
lice offi�cers trying to keep them back.
More than 100 police offi�cers were in-
jured, many beaten, bloodied and
bruised. Over 1,000 people have been
prosecuted in the Jan. 6 attack on a
range of charges from low-level misde-
meanors for those who only entered the
Capitol to felony seditious conspiracy
charges against far-right extremists.

“My colleagues have brought in
these former agents, men who lost their
security clearances because they were
a threat to our national security,” said
Rep. Stacey Plaskett, the top Democrat
on the committee. “People who out of
malice or ignorance or both have put
partisan agenda above the oath they

swore to serve this country and protect
its national security.”

Jordan and other Republicans on the
committee hailed the former FBI em-
ployees as rank-and-fi�le patriots who
were facing retribution for speaking out
against government abuse. Allen,
Friend and Garrett O’Boyle, a former
fi�eld agent, shared stories with the
committee about how they said their
decision to come forward has resulted
in suspensions and dismissals for their
posts. 

“My oath did not include sacrifi�cing
the hopes, dreams and livelihood of my
family,” said O’Boyle. 

Many of them testifi�ed about their
personal struggles, including not being
able to fi�nd employment elsewhere and 
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GOP politicization claims 

Rep. Jim Jordan and other Republicans on a special House committee hailed the former FBI employees as rank-and-fi�le
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Pro Football Hall of Famer Jim
Brown, the unstoppable running back
who retired at the peak of his brilliant
career to become an actor as well as a
prominent civil rights advocate during
the 1960s, has died. He was 87.

A spokeswoman for Brown’s family
said he passed away peacefully in his
Los Angeles home on Thursday night
with his wife, Monique, by his side.

One of the greatest players in foot-
ball history and one of the game’s fi�rst
superstars, Brown was chosen the
NFL’s Most Valuable Player in 1965 and
shattered the league’s record books in
a short career spanning 1957-65.

Brown led the Cleveland Browns to
their last NFL title in 1964 before retir-
ing in his prime after the ’65 season to 
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Jim Brown, shown at the 2014 Pro
Football Hall of Fame Fan Fest in
Cleveland, passed away in his Los
Angeles home Thursday night. AP FILE
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A Yates County man faces two felo-
ny charges, including manslaughter, in
connection to a fatal drug overdose
last year.

Schuyler County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce
deputies Wednesday arrested Ted E.
Miller, 65, of Penn Yan on a Superior
Court warrant. 

A Schuyler County Court indict-
ment alleges that, in March 2022, Mil-
ler unlawfully sold a narcotic drug —
authorities did not specify which — to
Kimberly Owens, causing her death.
Owens’ age and town of residence
were not released.

Miller was charged with second-de-
gree manslaughter and third-degree
criminal sale of a controlled sub-
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