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Editor’s note: This story includes dis-
cussion of suicide. If you or someone you
know needs help, please call the Suicide
and Crisis Lifeline. This is a hotline for
individuals in crisis or for those looking
to help someone else. To speak with a
trained listener, call 988. Service mem-
bers and veterans can call 988 and then
press 1. There is also an online chat at
988lifeline.org.

WASHINGTON – A Navy investiga-
tion prompted by a spate of suicides is
recommending widespread improve-
ments in housing, food, parking and
internet for sailors as well as changes to
mental health and other personnel
programs. The much-anticipated report

lays out a sweeping condemnation of
living and working conditions at 
naval shipyards that had languished for
years but were brought to light by the
deaths.

“We let our people down.” Navy lead-
ers said in response to the fi�ndings.

The inquiry concluded that several
suicides at the Newport News shipyard
in Virginia last year were not connected
or caused by any one issue. But the
deaths underscored pervasive prob-
lems and poor living conditions, partic-
ularly among young enlisted sailors do-
ing long-term ship maintenance at that
base and others around the United
States.

“The focus on the maintenance mis-
sion has degraded our ability to take
care of our most junior and at-risk sail-

ors,” the investigating offi�cer, Rear
Adm. Bradley Dunham, said in his
fi�ndings released Thursday. “This was
not one seminal event, decision or in-
dividual’s action, this was a series of
actions and decisions shared by many
that resulted in the wholly unneces-
sary conditions and challenges our
sailors face.”

Navy leaders said they have taken a
number of steps already to improve
conditions at Newport News. Addi-
tional planned changes are broader
and call for similar moves at other
shipyards where the same problems
exist. Recommended increases in sail-
or pay, housing benefi�ts, food, health
care, job choices and counseling would

Navy probe: Shipyard change needed
Lolita C. Baldor
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See SHIPYARD, Page 9A

Pro Football Hall of Famer Jim
Brown, the unstoppable running
back who retired at the peak of his
brilliant career to become an actor as
well as a prominent civil rights advo-
cate during the 1960s, has died. He
was 87.

A spokeswoman for Brown’s fam-
ily said he passed away peacefully in
his Los Angeles home on Thursday
night with his wife, Monique, by his
side.

One of the greatest players in foot-
ball history and one of the game’s fi�rst
superstars, Brown was chosen the
NFL’s Most Valuable Player in 1965
and shattered the league’s record
books in a short career spanning
1957-65.

Brown led the Cleveland Browns to
their last NFL title in 1964 before retir-
ing in his prime after the ’65 season to
become an actor. He appeared in
more than 30 fi�lms, including “Any
Given Sunday” and “The Dirty Doz-
en.”

An unstoppable runner with pow-
er, speed and endurance, Brown’s ar-
rival sparked the game’s burgeoning
popularity on television.

As Black Americans fought for
equality, Brown used his platform
and voice to advance their cause.

In 1967, Brown organized a meeting
in Cleveland of the nation’s top Black
athletes, including Bill Russell and
Lew Alcindor, who later became Ka-
reem Abdul-Jabbar, to support boxer
Muhammad Ali’s fi�ght against the
war in Vietnam.

In later years, he worked to curb
gang violence in LA and founded Am-
er-I-Can, a program to help disadvan-
taged inner-city youth and ex-con-
victs.

On the fi�eld, there was no one like
Brown, who would blast through
would-be tacklers, refusing to let one
man take him down before sprinting 

See BROWN, Page 5A
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‘One of
greatest
players in
NFL history’ 
Tom Withers
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WASHINGTON – Former FBI employ-
ees accused the bureau of politicization
in congressional testimony Thursday, a
day after the agency disclosed that two
of the men had seen their security clear-
ances revoked over concerns about how

their views of the Capitol attack on Jan.
6, 2021, aff�ected their work. 

The three men alleged overreach and
retaliation by the FBI in testimony to a
special House committee investigating
what Republicans assert is the “weap-
onization” of the federal government
against conservatives.

“If you’re not politically correct ...
you’re not in line with what they think to
be the political position or the proper
position, you’re the target,” Rep. Jim
Jordan of Ohio, the Republican chair-
man of the committee, said in his open-
ing statement.

Former FBI employees Marcus Allen
and Steve Friend testifi�ed to the panel

just hours after the FBI informed Jor-
dan in a letter Wednesday – obtained
by The Associated Press – that both
men had been stripped of security
clearances after either attending the
Capitol riot in 2021 or espousing alter-
nate theories about the attack. 

A mob of pro-Trump rioters, some
armed with pipes, bats and bear spray,
charged into the Capitol on Jan. 6,
2021, quickly overrunning over-
whelmed police offi�cers trying to keep
them back. More than 100 police offi�-
cers were injured, many beaten, blood-
ied and bruised. Over 1,000 people 

FBI employees testify on
GOP politicization claims 

Rep. Jim Jordan and other Republicans on a special House committee hailed the former FBI employees as rank-and-fi�le
patriots who were facing retribution for speaking out against government abuse. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

2 had clearances
revoked over
Capitol riot views
Lindsay Whitehurst 
and Farnoush Amiri
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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